NFSS BOD MEETING

2nd QUARTER 2016

 

 

PRESENT:  Rebecca Mikel, Amber Kincheloe, Roland Cristo, Michelle McKenzie, Bob Peers, Sally Porter, Sally Huntington, Susan Stieve, Laura Bewley, John Wilson, Vince Moase, Javier Perez, Kelsey Hartsell, Sara Roberts, Paula Hansen, Cheryl Burns
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
 
MEMBERSHIP – Michelle McKenzie
 

Single – 283; Dual - 31 (=62); Junior – 9; Foreign – 14; Total = 368

 

FINCH SAVE/CENSUS – Sally Porter

Finch Save Department Report: 

The 2015 Census is now closed. Participation was way down from 2014. Census figures as follows: 

2015 2014 

39 participants 72 participants 

152 species 147 species 

3145 total birds 4906 total birds 

2838 in breeding programs 4320 in breeding programs 

337 breeding programs 501 breeding programs 

I don’t really understand the lack of participation. One comment I did hear, which applies to Society finches especially, that there are simply too many categories. For example, there are 13 mutations listed for Societies. For those with many different pairs of Societies, it may be too much to ask them to break them down by mutation. Perhaps we would get more participation if we simply asked for how many total birds in each species, instead of breaking it down into mutations. None of my birds are mutations, so it was easy for me to list how many in each species. I didn’t have to look for how many pied, etc. 

Other than that, I really don’t see how we can make it any simpler. All we ask for is # cocks, # hens, # unknown, and to check whether or not the birds are in a breeding program. That is a minimum of information we are collecting, and if that is too much for people to enter, then there is no point in doing a census at all. If all we asked for is total # of birds, without breaking it down into species, then the data would be meaningless. 

I have yet to set up a Finch Save Facebook page for members only. I have been intimidated by not knowing how to do this, but Michelle has given me some tips and offered to help me get this off the ground. At that time, I will also need to 

post new introductions for all the open FSS Facebook groups. The most difficult part of having a restricted group is that I will have to check each request to join against a current membership list. I’m assuming that I will also have to check regularly to see if all members in the restricted Facebook group are still current members of NFSS. We’ll see how much time this takes, and if I can keep up with it. If the group remains small, it shouldn’t be a problem. 

Sally Porter, 3rd VP, Finch Save Director 

 
WEBSITE – Paula Hansen

NFSS Website:
· Built and tested a voting form for on line set-up on 4/4/16 for Election Committee review for May Quarterly. 
http://nfss.org/sample-vote/2016-election-bi-law-changes/xpired 

· Affiliation page updated http://nfss.org/affiliates/ -4/16

· Advertising page with PayPal drafted & approved by Kelsey Pending activation.

· Placed NFSS Mission Statement on main page next to Revolving Slider

· Expired Advertising and Revolving Slider rebuilt and will be updated sometime this week- 5/16

· Finch Shop page and ads all deleted 3/16

· 2015 Affiliate Show results posted: http://nfss.org/regional-shows-for-2015/ -4/16

· Spring 2016 Initiative Update posted. Pending graphic inserts.
Submitted text and graphics to Tonya for Journal. Graphics in Dropbox- 4/16

· Negative discoloration in color for "L" sized band, info forwarded regarding bands on FB rec'd forwarded to Regina. -3/16

· 2 member classified ads posted. -4/16

· Current Jan/Feb NFSS journal uploaded and posted to Members Only webpage. Password Protected "BirdCage" - 4/16

· NARA Recognitions nominee to NFSS FB group: http://nfss.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/NARA-Nominations-Sought.pdf - 4/16

· Web Host renewal due (August 2016) 


Corporate Secretary:
Chase Card to be issued to Michelle this month to handle mailing expense
  

BANDS – Paula Hansen

Band Dept.:
· New band order for 2017 bands to submit May - May split order out Hughes/Coditech due to sizing issues on "A" bands.

· Monthly reports to Treasurer

· Rec'd negative complaints (3) from members on "A" sized bands. Having issues with macro meter readings (1.79mm vs 2.10mm) on the inner diameter of A sized bands.  Manufacturer says size is correct 2.10.  Other orders will be refunding for shipped problem A bands.  

· Reordered Band Cutters from Hughes this month 10 ea.

· Full Band Dept. inventory to submit to Treasurer this quarterly

  

TREASURY – Sara Roberts

Sara Roberts, Treasurer, presented for the Board review and approval, the NFSS Income and Expense Statement for the period of January 1, 2016 through May 3,2016.  As of May 3, 2016, the ending checking account balance was $8,257.76 and the ending savings account balance was $26,434.01 (REFER TO MOTION #2016-16) 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS

Release of New Year Bands –  will be performed early December for PR and Canada orders only. 
Preorders will be on band site starting September 2016 as done every year and released after Christmas for US orders. 

Judge's Folders/Displays – Paula Hansen - will be updating Judges Displays in May 2015 and sending judges replacement pages or replacing due to damaged foam board displays with approval from BOD.

Options were discussed for online voting. Paula provided the BOD with a test of how the voting might work. 
Rebecca Mikel asked for two volunteers to do the 2015 audit. Javier Perez volunteered to do the first report. 

Roland Cristo had nothing to report on the Java Rice Finch Committee.

Sally Huntington reported on the Pekin Robin/Silver Eared Mesia Breeding Consortium. Rebecca offered that the consortium could create a blurb and/or an article for the journal once a quarter to keep members posted on the progress they have made with these species.
Discussion on the financial state of the NFSS was opened. Rebecca Mikel gave a brief explanation as to the totals from each department. Rebecca suggested investing some of the funding into a high yield account of some kind. Rebecca also asked for suggestions to decrease spending and to increase income for the NFSS. Better marketing of the NFSS was suggested as a way to increase new membership. Javier Perez suggested that members be offered an “e-journal” at an earlier date than they would receive the printed journal as a way to print less copies and thus, save money in the journal department. Sally Huntington suggested contacting zoos and avian vets in an attempt to encourage them to join the NFSS in an effort to raise membership numbers and also to help these places with their finch husbandry. Sara Roberts will give a report at the August 1st meeting about our options for investing some of the NFSS funds.
Paula Hansen provided the BOD with a list of information concerning the 2015 Show results. 

A motion was made to remove "repeat" information from the NFSS Journal, including a statement about where it may be found by Javier Perez and was seconded by Sally Porter. Motion Passed.
After discussion, a motion was made by Susan Stieve to reduce the journal publication to four times a year (quarterly) and that member dues remain the same. This would change the amount of journals going out this year after the May/June issue to only two. One covering third quarter (Jul, Aug, Sep) and one covering fourth quarter (Oct, Nov, Dec). Motion was seconded by Paula Hansen. Motion passed.
A motion was made by Amber Kincheloe to add Ivan Montes to the listserv to replace Rancel Borges as the member volunteer. Sally Huntington seconds. Motion Passed. 

A motion was made by Sally Huntington and seconded by Susan Stieve to accept the treasury report as presented by Sara Roberts. Motion passed.
Bill Parlee has donated an Eric Peake print to be raffled or auctioned by the NFSS. We are waiting for some sizes on the print so that we can make a decision on how best to deal with this.

Motion was made by Susan Stieve to move the remaining agenda items from this meeting to the August 1st meeting. Sally Porter Seconded. Motion Passed

Motion was made by Amber Kincheloe to accept the minutes and adjourn the meeting. Sara Roberts seconded. 
 

MOTIONS
 
	MOTION #
	BY
	2nd
	MOTION
	RESULT

	2016-13
	Javier Perez
	Sally Porter
	To remove "repeat" information from the NFSS Journal, including a statement about where it may be found.
	Passed

	2016-14
	Susan Stieve
	Paula Hansen
	NFSS journal be reduced to four issues per year, published quarterly, and that NFSS membership dues remain the same.  After publication of the May/June issue (which is already being compiled) remaining issues published for 2016 would be the 3rd Quarter (July-August-September) and 4th Quarter (October-November-December) Journals.
	Passed

	2016-15
	Amber Kincheloe
	Sally Huntington
	To bring Ivan Montes to the ListServe group as a Member Volunteer
	Passed

	2016-16
	Sally Huntington
	Susan Stieve
	To accept the treasury report as presented
	Passed

	2016-17
	Susan Stieve
	Sally Porter
	To move the remaining agenda items to the 3rd Q meeting.
	Passed

	2016-18
	Amber Kincheloe
	Sara Roberts
	To approve minutes as written and adjourn meeting
	Passed


