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NFSS MISSION STATEMENT

The National Finch and Softhill Sodiety is dedicated (o promoting the
enjoyment of keeping and breeding Finches and Softbilis to all
interested parties, enhancing our knowledge of the proper care of these
birds, encouraging breeding programs, and working with other
orgasizations for the preservation of aviculture in this country.

JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBRILL SOCIETY
918 Georgia Ave. « Etowah, TN 37331
Published Bi-monthly by NFSS

Submitting Materials for Publication, All materials should be submitted
10 Gertrude A. Noble, Editor, at gertanoble@ool com. Members are
encouraged to submit articles and/or photographs. NFS$S reserves the
right to edit and/or reject all written, shotographic, and advertising
materials submitted. With the exception of advertising, deadlines are
the 15" day of November, lanuary, March, May, July, and September
for the following issue. See page B for advertising deadlines.

Editorial Policy. NFSS-affilisted clubs have permission to reprint all
articles and photos, with the following exceptions: articles and photos
with either a @ {copyright symbol} or “Alf Rights Reserved” reguire the
copyright owner’s permission. Al “Reprinted by Permission of” articles
requirg written permission from the originating source.

Opinions expressed or facts reported in articles and published in the
lournal do not necessarily reflect the view of the Editor, NFSS, or the
Board of Directors. Advertisements published in the Journal do not
imply endorsement by NFSS. NFSS assumes no responsibility for
advertisers’ claims or the quolity of their products and services.

Journal and NFSS Dues. New memberships and fate renewals {expired
memberships) received by the 15" day of any month immediately
preceding & journal issue will receive six consecutive issues, beginning
with the issue immediately following the month they joined. For dues
received after these cuioff dates, the first issue will be one issue later,
Cutoff dates to receive the next published issue are as follows: the 157
day of December, February, April, June, August, and October.

PASSWORD TO ACCESS JIOURNAL ARCHIVES
wiww. nfss.org, ENTER clearwing2012

Advertising Rates and Peadlines has been moved, See Page 8.

NFSS JourNAL 2 Mar/APR 2013



TasLe or ConxTENTS

President’s MESSREES .uvariainnsvsumummmmmiuuuma e 4059
John Witson

NFSS Board of Directors MBEUNE .vvvvvvmvvmvvvvvvimvvisisssssisesninnine 1

ANe rising |RBEES, fmmeysssmses 5o imssssss s T s s o saaaea e s 1 14140040 s 2221

Silver-pared Mesia ... DO WY, W o % e X160 0 Y DR T T Eor o 9-12
Rebecca Mikel

Black-hooded Red SISKIfl i isnsmsnsmsesssisiassnen e 13215
Ron Castaner

National Cage Bird Show PICTUIes (v .. 37019

The Adorable Mousebird (s s, 4025
Kateri Davis

The Magnificent Cuban Melodious ..o 27-32
Cheryi Burns

The Mutation Gouldian FINCR (v conscvrsrrersssssssinsninn. - 3337
Tiffany Park

NESS Band Order FOrm e SR 41
NFSS AFAHIIEE CHIDE ovvrrrrmrrrrmrrrnrncrn e iiiinaiaaaansn 42-46
NFSS JUdBES PENEL . i i Sroreaeonlks T
NFSS Board of Directors and Appointed Officers ... 48

COVER PHOTO

Cuban Melodious

tiaris canora
NFSS thanks Tiffany Park for sharing with members photos of her
Cuben Melodious Finches. You can find an informative article written
by Tiffany starting on page 27.

HELP WANTED

NFSS is locking for a consclentious volunteer to fill the
ADVERTISING AND PROMOTIONS MANAGER position. Everything has
been set up to make it easy for the person assuming this position
to take cwer angd not have to spend more than a few minuies
weekly handiing the job. if you enjoy working with people, want
to join a great team of voluntgers, and would like to be
considered for this position, please contact Gerta Noble at
716-525-1249 or gertanoble@aol com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I’'m reapy ror SPRING, the warmer days, and summer—the part of the
year where my day doesn't begin and end in the dark. This Journal
should be arriving in your mail box just as the day lengthens and the sun
rises when | get up. March 1, 2013 sunrise is at 6:41 am.

Most of my birds are outside in unheated flights and short days mean
iong and generally coid nights. 1{ compresses not only the day length but
the onset of darkness occurs more quickly. The safe window to provide
an evening supplement is narrowed and more easily missed. it also
means less of my time can be spent with the birds because the aviaties
can’t be worked in the dark or right before roosting, making outdoor
breeding in winter a risky proposition; something my birds don’t seem
o consider,

fve reduced the soft and high protein foods to damper their Hbide and |
expect the short days and cold nights to serve as moderators of the
breeding urge, it doesn’t work that way. | kinow many of you keep birds
vutside and experience far harsher conditions. I'd sincerely like to hear
how you do it. 1t would make good reading.

We're making progress in some of our Finch/Softbill Save Sopecies
Groups (FSS) but we need to continue promoting them.

These groups represent an opportunity for the breeder new Lo a species
to learn from others experiences and alse allows the successful breeder
to pass on what has worked for them. | encourage you to look thru the
list of Species groups on the following page and see if the species you
keep and/for have an interest in are represented.
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*  NFSS5-F$$ ERYTHRURA PARROT FINCH GROUP. Moderated by Scott
Golden this group has 29 members, including three who are an all
of the group LISTSDERVs: Vonda Zwick, Finch/Softbill Save Director;
Rotand Cristo, Legisiative Liaison; and myself.

*  NFS5-F55 AMANGAVA STRAWBERRIES/(ZOLDBREASTS. Sally Porter heads
up this group with 11 members.

*  NFSS-FSS UrAsGINTHUS BLUE-PURPLE Waxbills has 13 membersand is
headed by Vonda Zwick.

*  NESS-FSS Couioa MOUSERIRDS with 8 members is headed by Kateri
Davis. Kateri has recently published a book on Touracos and you will
find an interesting article in this issue she authored.

*  NFS5-FSS PYNONOTUS BuLBULS with 7 members is headed by Sally
Huntington.

*  NFSS-FSS CarouzLs CUCULIATA REO SISKINS with 4 members is headed
by Paula Hansen.

*  NFSS.FSS SERINUS group is the NFSS Finch Softbill Save Group for
Green Singers, Lemon-breasted Singers, and closely related species,
This group needs a leader and if you are interested, please contact
any officer.

*  NFSS5-FSS EUROPEAN SOFTBIELES, NESS-FSS-European-Softbills needs an
interested breeder willing to bring together a group working with
any of the following inchided species: European Blackbird,
European Song Thrush, European Tobin, Common Nightingale,
European Golden Oriole, Eurgpean Roiler, Tilt {note: misspelled to
bypass Yahoo censors), Yellow-breasted Blue Tiit, BlueTiit, Crested
Tiit, Great Tiit, and Coal Tiit. Do we have any volunteers?

ELlEcTiON, 2013 is an election year for all Board of Director positions. it
comes up very guickly and if yvou are considering running for an office
speak up.

AOVERTISING DIRECTOR NEEOEO. We're looking for someone interested in
spending a few hours a month servicing the existing advertiser accounts
and soliciting new advertisers for the NFSS Journal, See page 3.

m hoping to fee many of you at the National Cage Bird Show In Tulsa,
Oklaboma this November.

John Wilson
President NFSS

MARIARR 2013 8 NFES JournmL.
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COMING SOON

ST COAST ZEBRA & SOCIETY FINCH SHOW

JULY 2013

SACRAMENTO, CA
WWW.EFINCH.COM/SHOW
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NFSS Boarp of DIRECTORS MEETING
4™ QuUaRTER 2012

All BOD members present

Michael Gravely resigns as Region 2 Vice President, Cecil Gunby will serve as
Pro-Tem until Special Election held {(within 1B days)

Meeting started at NCBS with review of Treasury and award pricing
Membership meeting at NCBS - guestion raised regarding a request for
additional recognition of Zebras within exhibition at future NCBS events, it
was suggested “Speciaity Clubs” be contacted instead; review of selection

process far NCBS Judges

See full version of minutes on wehsite for list of award winners and 2012 NCBS
placements.

TREASURY

# Bank Balance 6/30/12: $37,260.39

= Bank Balance 9/30/12: $30,91B.92

& 2012 Budget for Bands increased by $1600 and for Journal by $1B00

» 2013 Budget approved

> NFSS Board votes 1o continue financial “matching” for donations 1o
Save the Gouldian Fund up to total of S500/vear by NFSS

> Audits of 2011 Financial records compieted by Michael Gravely and
Cheryl Burns

BAND SALES

» 2012 sales include FO7S strings of split bands, 2063 strings of closed
bands, 30 band cutters

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP; 457 FOTAL AFFILIAYES: 38

Census forms to be published in Jan/Feb Journal; census opens January 1 and
runs through February

Rough drafts of Orange-theek and Cuban Melodious standards presented to
BOD for review

2012 show Reports received, points tabulated, and summary report published
in Journal

One new candidate passes Judge's test {Laura Watkins) and prepares to begin
apprenticeship

BOD informed of the passing of Dr. Richard § Baer, early AFA President and
visible person inghe world of Aviculture for many years

Affiliations with AFA, ASA, and NAIA renewed

Postage Scale purchased for Band Dept. eliminating need to stand in long fines
at Post Office. Pastage costs toincrease in 2013

Hebecca Mikel volunteers to serve as Election Committee Chairperson for 2013
General flection,
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Apverrising Rates
PLEASE NOTE al SiZES

Cover (back, when available], 3" x 47 S90.00 issue; 5450 /year™®
Covers [inside, when available}, 57 x B %90.00/issue; 5450/ /yaar*
Fudl Page, 4.5 x 87 5560.00/issue; $306.00/year*
Haif Page, 4.5" x 4" S40.00/issue; $204.00/year®
Quarter Page, 45" x 27 SI0.00/issue; S102.00 vear*

* year = any & consecutive issues; does not always run lanuary-December

DEADLINES FOR SUBMITTING ADS
ALL ADS MUSY 8E RECEIVED YWO MONTHS PRIGR 1O PUBLICATION
Jan/Feb issue must be received by November 1+ Marfapr issue by January 1
May/lun issue by March 1 - jul/Aug issue by May 1
Sep/Oct issue by fuly 1 - Nov/Dec issue by September 1

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT JOURNAL EDITOR
GERTA NOBLE - GERPANCEBLEZACL oM - T16-525- 1249

JUST FINCHES and Softbills Magazine
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Jamie Yorck
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Contact for current availability and price list
Y
Phone: 415-824-3594 - conail: jyorck@astound.com

San Francisco, California
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Silver-eared Mesia
Leiothrix argentauris

by Rebecca Mikel

—— T—— ——

ProTo BY REspcocs MIKEL
lN THE GENUS LEIOTHRIX THERE ARE ONLY TWOD SPECIES, the Mesia and the
pekin Robin: although there are subspecies of both. They are found in
several Asian locations including Thailand, south and east China, and
Burma; the Mesia is also found in Malaysia and Sumatra. They are a
fairly large bird, measuring an average of 77 in length.

We were given a pair of Silver-eared Mesias four years ago from a friend
who was not residing in a situation which aliowed him to provide
housing he felt would be adequate 1o encourage breeding behavior. He
placed them with us in hopes of our having success breeding them.
some information indicates the difference between males and females
is "subjective” but the pair we received had been surgically sexed so we
were assured a true "pair'. We found the female visibly slighter in
stature and her color was noticeably less vibrant,

While Ssome report Mesias being occasionally aggressive with their
“mate" they are, more often, good-natured and can be housed with
other, smaller species. Because of their reputation for stealing the eggs
and babies from other birds’ nests, we've always housed them away
from other species. While they can be "winter hardy”, given cur severe
Michigan winters, we move them into heated buildings during the
colder winter months.

Mariabs 20013 9 NFSS JOURNAL



The diet we feed consists of several combinations of insectivorous foods
combined with Lory peilets, plenty of fruit (they love apple,
watermelon, orange, papaya, mango, cantaloupe), carrots, tomatoes,
mealworms, and other avian pellets soaked in apple juice. As a
supplement we offer commercial dried egg food mixed with chopped,
hard-boiled eggs.

While some pecple speak of the Mesia’s "Singing Ability”", in my opinion
they don't reaily have a "melodious” song-although it surely is oud! In
season, the male competes on a regular basis with a male European
Blackbird we have in another aviary {and if you've never heard the song
of a European Blackbird as the sun is just peeking over the horizon in
the morning, you have not lived—GORGEOUSH.

They do love to bathe and several "large” recepiacles were provided
through the summer months, Because they are such avid bathers—
bathing several times throughout the day-the water in all comtainers
large enough for them to even get their heads into was quickly soiled, |
provided several large containers throughout the aviary at lower levels
and then smaller ones at higher levels attemnpting 0 encourage them to
use one for "bathing"” and another for "beverages”, but they would
bathe in anything they could fit any body part intol

The aviary they are housed in is & wide x 7" tall x 12" deep. 1t is first in
the first of two lines of five aviaries each which are identical in size and
is attached to a building on one side. The other side is %-inch wire mesh,
as is the front. The back is solid, the roof is %-inch wire mesh which is
then partially covered with corrugated, clear plexigias®. While we have
other aviaries larger in size, we felt this size was adequate for the
Maesias. The aviaries are in the rear portion of our lawn, and we live in
the country, so there are few disturbances by humans. Across the front
of the bank of aviaries is a sereened walkway, so there is no opportunity
for cats, dogs, or other predators to be close enough to threaten the
birds inside the aviaries. The screen also provides additional protection
against mosgquitoes potentially carrying West Nile,

The aviary has several potted evergreens {some real, some synthetic}
and grasses. There are natursl material perches and pistforms at
varying heights and locations throughout the aviary.

NFSS JoURNAL hit! MARIAPR 3013



| also purchased rubber-coated "chicken wire" and constructed large
tubes with zip ties;, some open at the front, some open at each end. |
then purchased Spanish Moss at Lowe’s, which 1 wrapped a portion of
the "tube” in. | provided imitation Ficus trees in pots with branches
large enough to accommodate nest-building, & parakeet-sized nest box
with wood shavings, and nesting material including coconut fiber, string,
grass, hay, and feathers. There are also hanging baskets and flower pots
with imitation greenery, etc.

| cannot, unfortunately, report having had any "luck” with this pair. They
laid several nests, each filled with 4-6 eggs, but after having laid the
eges there was very little time spent by either parent in the nest; it was
totally abandoned. Nests were constructed in the higher branches of
the evergreens—open and cup-like in shape—and built of hay and the
longer pieces of grasses provided. Both the male and the femsale were
quite settled when | needed to enter the aviary to replenish food or
water, yet | spent as little time as possible with or near the birds.

in November of 2011 the male competed in the National Cage Bird
Show in Kansas City, Missouri and ptaced 1% in the Finch/Softbill Division
under NFS5 Panel Judge Laura Tinker and also won the Val Clear Award
for “Best Softbill”. He was perfectly calm and even sang a little while in
the show cage those days during the competition. | watched him closely
throughout the weekend for any signs of obvious distress but he
surprisingly seemed quite "at home"!

Unfortunately during the late autumn of 2012 we discovered the hen
dead on the floor of the aviary without any prior signs or warning of
problems or illness. Untit we're able to locate another female, any
possible breeding programs with the Mesias is an "hald® | continue to
read anything available about the species in hopes of eventually
locating another hen and am contemplating purchasing an incubator
into which 1 could place any eggs laid by the pair.

One additional problem reported as "quite common® with the Mesias is
a constant cleaning of the nest-removing any item they believe
shouldn’t be ther€, This, unfortunately, can inciude the metal leg bands
breeders might place on babies, especially if the babies are banded at
an age when insufficient feathers are aveilable to cover or disguise the
teg bands, So, even if | decided to allow the pair to incubate the eggs, |
would definitely plan on hand-feeding any hatchlings,
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Mesias do not have crops, food moves directly 1o the stomach and
hand-feeding will no doubt be "tricky” at best, Feedings will also need to
occur at more frequent intervals with less time between feedings.
While we use fosters in some instances, as necessary, we prefer to allow
breeding pairs & "chance” to learn to ralse their own as it obviously
resulis in their offspring being more Hkely to independently raise their
own young. Fostering with the Mesias, however, is not an option for us
with the current species we have.

They are a lovely bird and fairly easy 10 care for, especially if you're
atready caring for other Softbills, Because of their size and the fact they
are such avid fruli-eaters, in my opinion they are probably not a good
option for someone keeping birds in smaller cages in their home, as
they do require an enclosure larger in size and the cage can quickly
become quite soiled,

| hope the NEXT article | write about this species includes experiences
with a new hen and subsequent chicks! Wish me juck—¥m probably
going 1o need it

Rebecca Mikel
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Rebecca serves as the NFSS Executive Secretary, She and her husband,
Andrew, reside in SW Michigan where they own/operate Lakeside
Aviaries, They keep a wide variety of Finches, Softbills, and several
Australian Grass Keets. Their personal interesis lie with softbills and
they currentdly have Honeycreepers, Tanagers, Yuhinis, Mesias,
European Blackbirds, European Black-capped Warblers, White Evyes,
and Troupials.

YTURACOS IN AVICULTURE!
by Katenn §. Danis

Book $29.95 & Ebook $15.99
Now available!

Birdhonse Pebications
st poozie comshe tardbonsepal <

rchousebooks/zaol com
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Brack-so00peED Rep Siskin®
Carduelis cucullata

by Ron Castaner

Former NFSS Fresident
AFA South Florida Regional Director
Email: finches@bellsouth.net

T Rep Siskin HAs BEEN PROTECTED by the Venezuelan government since

the 1940s, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
{CITES) since 1975, and has been listed as an endangered species by the
Li.S, Fish and Wildlife Service since 1976,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service consider any taptive-bred siskin
{including offspring or any hybridized young) as protected under the
Endangered Species Act.

in the United States it is unlawful to buy or sell these birds within or
across state lines without a captive-bred wildlife-endangered spedcies
permiflissued by the U.5. Fish & Wildlife. Individual states may require
state-endangered species or other permits as well,

The Venezuelan Black-hooded Red Siskin {Carduelis cucufiata) is four
inches in length. The male {above) has a beautiful, visual, deep rich
vermilion {red) plumage on its breast, belly, and undertail coverts,
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Bracx-Hooned Siske Mack (£} ano Femacs (R} Paig

Red also appears on the male’s rump, upperiall coverts, wing bars, and
on the back of the neck where it blends into gray on the back. The head,
chin, throat, fight feathers, and tail are black. White appears around
the vent, underwing coverts, and legs,

The adult female holds all similar markings as the male with the
exception of the black hood. The red coloring on the female only
appears on the upper portion of the breast, and on the wing bars, rump,
and sometimes the undertail coverts, Juveniles are gl gray and begin to
molt their plumage at 3-4 months,

As the birds age the red color deepens. No color food is needed with
these birds; their coloring never fades! This is the reason they are so
sought after by canary fanciers. The red gene is bred into canaries and
used 1o enhance the color {red factor} or for colorbred lines,
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Females build their nests in canary wicker baskets or freelance building
in greenery. Nesting materials include dry fine grass, grass rootiets,
burlap, and coco fiber. The outside of the nest would be constructed
with coarse material first, and then the birds will line the inside with the
softer materials. The female does all the work.

Usually 3-4 eggs are laid. The male may remain with the female through
incubation and hatching. After the eggs hatch it is advised to remove
the male if either bird hegins to show any signs of aggression. Eggs dre
white in color and will hatch after 12-14 doays {depending on when the
female began incubation}. Siskin chicks are quite small. Their begging
posture is head held upright and beaks wide open. Peeps can be barely
heard the first few days. Their begging sounds are more noticeable after
day 4. At 4-5 days the hen stops sitting.

At this time precautions should be taken to ensure the chicks are well-
fed before the lghts go out and thet the room remains warm {about 70
degrees). The hen does all the feeding. Egg food, rearing formula, dried
canary or finch egg food, and soaked Siskin mix should be provided. At 6
days old the chicks can be closed banded with NFSS size C bands, By 12
days the chicks are fully feathered,

44-DAY-OLD BABY

After The clutch and rearing cycle is completed, remove the offspring
into a free flight. Reintroduce the male and a new cycle will begin. A
good standard seed mix for this species consists of Niger/Thistle Seed
31%, Canary Grass Seed 31%, Hulled Qsts 15%, Perennial Ryegrass 10%,
German/Yellow Millet 5%, Sesame Seed {unhulled) 5%, Flax Seed 2.6%,
Canola Rape Seed 2.6%, Hemp Seed 2.4% and Teazle Seed 4%,
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PARAD{SE EARTH

Birds, Products, & Premium Feed

Sofibilis & Finches
IN STOCK NOW:

Paraelise lanayers

Bearbed Barhpts
Reci-lrgged Honpyrreepsrs
Ony] Fanches

Purple Crenadiers

We Proudly Offer our Paradise Earth
PREMIUM FINCH BLEND, & now aur
SOFTBILL DIET.

Qur pramivm diets arz complete feeds,
specifically designed for the distary needs
of finches and softhills.

L l Wik horve ket difigondy aerr the past yewenad voars an
-.‘ . - - »
- wor ¢ 1, ourspe rind foeds, which include Dried Insects, Bae

R . ¢, Pollen, Vitamins, Dried Froits, & Dried Vegetaties,
3 Mo et~
4 i@ﬁ‘" ~ Feed your birds aur Paradise Earth
— ¥ Premivm Feed & see improved
“ o il Feathers, breeding & overall health,

Buy Softhitis, Flnches ond our Premiom Feeds orline ot

www.BirdProduct.com
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National Cage Bird Show Photos

Tnzs 2012 NATIONAL £AGE BIRD SHOW was held November 15-17, 2012 at

the Millennium Hotel in 3. Louis, Missouri. Due o spate we are not
able to include the hundreds of pictures taken but below are a few of
the winners. | attemptead to get all of the Top 10 in the Finch Division
with an entry of 180 birds but hope everyone will forgive me if | did not
manage. The first picture is the arch welcoming you (o St. Louis and the
second is the show room,

UNLESS OTHERW?SE IHBICATED, ALL PHOTOS m:& #y Bos Peers

~

T

LIGHTRACK ZERRA, 1°° PLACE PEKIN ROBIN, 2™ PLACE

Tor 10 FincH DIVISIoN Tor 10 FINCH DIVISION

OWNED BY SALLY HUNTINGTON OWNED 8Y SALLY HUNTINGTON
| ) i

LA}
2 PHOED BY DANNY BEALDONADG
SuarraiL, 3°0 PLACE, AND Fawn SELF Sociery, 47 PLace
Best UNFLIGHTED SHAFTAIL Tor 10 FincH Division
OQwWHED BY ViNCE MoasE OwNED BY GHERYL BURNS
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National Cage Bird Show Photos

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATED, ALL PNOTOS ARE BY Bog PEERS

RH GouLpian FincH, 5™ PLACE
Tap 10 FiINCH BIVISION
OWNED BY JULIE LAWSONK

RED-HEADED PARROT FINGH, 7" PLACE
FoP 10 FINCH IHVISION

OwrED BY Lisa MUreny

[L] LaurA BEWLEY, [RI LISA

A—
CRIMSON PILEATED FINGH, 97" PLace
Tor 10 FINCH DIVISION
OwWNED 8Y REBECGA MIKEL
[t] Laura BEWLEY, [R] REBECCA

PHETC BY DANNY MaLDONADD
EURO GROLDFINCH, B7" PLACE
OwnNED BY JOE GAGLID
[L} JoE, [R] LaUuRA BEWwLEY

(195
PROTH BY DANNY MALDONADO
GOLD-BREASTED WAXBILLS, B™ PLACE
Top 10 FincH DiviSION
OWNED BY VINCE ! KENDRA MoOASE

BLACK-HEADED ZEBRA, 10™ PLACE
Tor 10 FincH DIVISION

OWNED BY JanET EDMONDS
ROSETTES MAKE HIM FEEL NEGLECTED
AND HE WANTS YOUR ATTENTION.

NFESE JouRNAL
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National Cage Bird Show Photos
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The Adorable Mousebird

by Kateri k. Davis

I

Mg ‘
BLUE-NAPED MOUSEMRD ALl PHOTCS BY OwWlER, HKaTeR: Davis

One of THE SOFTBILL SPECIES GROUPS focused on in the NFSS Finch and
Softbilt Save Program {F55} is the Mousebird. Although the number of
participants is small at this time, all are dedicated to ensuring that these
delightful birds deo not disappear quietly from aviculture like so many
other softhill species.

Mousebirds are truly wonderful birds and deserve a place in the future of
avicuiture. They make fine sublects for the aviary or home as pet birds,
and they mix well with other spedes, Unfortunstely there are only a few
Mousebird breeders right now, This article will hopefully serve a5 an
introduction to these birds and spark the interest of more bird lovers,

Ancther name for Mousebirds is colies, but this name, coly, is most
frequently seen in older references. Six species combine to form a unique
family Coliidae, and unigue order Coliiformes; they are the only members.
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AR Mousebirds are closely related and easily recognized; all share a
common body shape and behavior patterns. They are about the size of a
small lovebisd with brownish or grayish plumage, and very long, stiff,
pointed tail. They have a crest which can be ratsed or lowered at will and is
usually erect. They have large pamprodactylous feet, meaning they can
point all four toes forward, enabling them to be quite acrobatic, even
hanging upside down and twirling from one toe.

Mousebirds are not cdosely relsted to any other bird species. Fossil
evidence points to a possible distant relationship to the order Piciformes
{woodpeckers, barbets, and toucans).

THe MousEBIRD Species: Four of the six species of Mousebirds are available
in the Un:ted States The Whnte backed (L cofius) {shown here} are the most
W BES commonly found. The Speckled (Colius
strigtus) Blue- Naped fUrocolius macrouris),
and Red-Faced {Urocolivs indicus) arein US.
aviculture but i very small numbers, The
White-headed {Colius leucocepholus} s
extremely rare, if it exists at all, in private
aviculture or zoo collections; the Red-
hacked [, costanotus) was never imported.
White-backs are small, smooth-feathered,
gravish Mouse-birds with an "Greo” black-
and-white striping on the back and dark
maroon rump. They replaced the Speckled
! as the most numerous Mousebird in U5,
aviculture when several W%ute backed groups were first imported about ten
years ago. Several aviculturists concentrated on breeding them and found
the birds eager fo cooperate, becoming more popular due to prettier
coloration and larger clutch sizes. Speckled Mousebirds {Cofivs strigtus),
known as Rar-breasted or Striated, are rare.
SPECKLED MIOUSERIRD

There are 17 Speckled subspecies,
differing mainly in color of the legs,
ayes, throat, and cheek patches or
ear coverts, They have reddish-
brown body plumage with dark
barrings and a very wide, long, stiff
tail. Their feathering is soft and
easily damaged. They have a soft

- chattering call and are the most
vocal of the three species, Their fluffy appearance and shaggy crest gives
them an "1 just woke up” took.
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Blue-naped Mousebirds {Urocolius mocrourus} are the most colorful
species with a brilliant turquoise-colored nape, deep red, bare skin
around the eves and bill, and bluish-gray plumage. Their feathering is
smoather, and their crests skinnier and higher than the Speckied. Blue-
Napes’ tails are much skinnier than Speckleds’ but just as stiff and long.
Their calls are melodic, usually consisting of a delightful one-note whistle,

res-rFacer Mousesirps & {Urocolius indicus) are closely related to Blue-

o papes  and ook
similar, Their smooth
plumage has a
greenish cast to &,
and their crests are
shaggier and not as
tali as the Blue-
nzpes’. They have
more pronounced red
aroung the face and
hill but fzck the blue nape. They also have a melodic call, usually with
three notes to it

4 JUVENILE
WHITE-BAGK
MOUSERIRD
SHOWING
BACK COLORS

[

There are many reasons why Mousebirds make interesting avicultural
subjects as aviary birds and as pets. Their personalities, movements,
and behaviors cause them to stand out in the avian world despite their
lack of gaudy colors or their inability to mimic. Mousebirds, especially
the Speckleds, have an inquisitive, bold nature and always need to be
aware of what is going on argund them. They are hardy, with few
disease problems, and live an average of eight to ten years in captivity.
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Their perching style is unigue, instead of standing erect on a perch, they
squat on # usually with their bellies touching, and when hopping on the
ground, their legs splay out, and they use their hocks for balance. They
prefer to hang from branches, perches, or wire of cages. This is not the
same type of hanging parrots or bats do; Mousebirds hang tail down with
feet at shoulder level or higher, as if they cannot finish a pudl-up,

At night, they roost in this manner and groups will cluster, belly-to-belly, for
warmth. Mousebirds have a difficult time regulating their body
remperatures so, in the wild, this clustering activity helps them regulate,
and they will naturally go into a torpor state in lower environmental
temperatures in which their metabolic rate and body temperature is
severely lowered to save energy. Their metabolic rate can be reduced by an
amazing 90%! If the Mousebirds are healthy and in good condition, they
will revive by morning and continue normal activities. Only a few other bird
species, such as hummingbirds, can enter this type of torpor state. In
captivity it is wise to give supplemental heat if kept cutdoors in harsher
weather conditions.

Mousebirds are highly gregarious, staying in flocks year-round and forming
tight bonds to other flock members. They spend 2 kot of time allopreening
{grooming each other), allofeeding, playing, and following one another
around. Because they are 50 social, aviary Mousebirds do best kept in pairs
or groups. Their social activities are very interesting and entertaining.

Mousebirds are very aggressive to strange Mousebirds, so care must be taken
by the aviculturist when introducing new birds to established flocks, Any time
birds have been separated from the others for a time, they need to be carefully
introduced again, if there 5 not enough room in the enclosure for all the
Mousebirds to feel secure, especially when a pair wants to breed, they may
even become aggressive to other flock members. Mousebird aggression is
usually violent, bloody, and often fatal within a short time If not stopped. They
will attack the toes and tails first and will often gang-up on the victim,

Rarely are Mousebirds aggressive 1o other bird speties in aviary situations
and can easily be housed with other non-aggressive species from finches to
touralfos. Their curiosity may cause problems with other species that want
to breed as the Mousebirds will want to investigate all activities. They have
a tendency to steal nesting material from other birds to make their own
nests and have been known to occasionally eat small nestlings. Mousebirds
that are raised a3 pet birds will usually stay tame if put into aviary settings,
coming to land on shoulders and backs to cuddle with their human friends.
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Mousebirds are undemanding breeders In captivity, and breeding takes
place year-round in most areas. Nesting sites and materials used are
varied, ranging from covered baskets to open hoxes, grass to feathers.
Twe to three eggs are usually aid, and both parents incubale and raise
the young, with other flock members helping as well, Two females will
sometimes lay eggs in the same nest. Chicks are semi-precocial, growing
rapidly and are totally feathered and weaned within @ month. To hand-
raise a pet Mousebird, pull the ehick from the nest when it is around
seven days old, about the time the chick would leave the nest naturally.
Only @ week or so of hand-feeding is reguired to have an extremely
tovable pet bird.

Feeding Mousebirds is simple. They eat the standard softhill fare:
chopped fruit and vegetables. Mousebirds are not picky and eat a large
amount for such small birds, generally one-haif a cup of food per bird
daily. A veriety of fresh fruits and vegetables such as pears, papaya,
bananas, apples, zucchini squash, and chard should be fed with small
soaked and/or dry softbill pelleted food. Live food, such as mealworms
and waxworms, can be offered but it is not required for healthy birds or
breeding. Being herbivores, they may destroy some live plants, but
giving more greens in their food will keep this to 2 minimum; their
reputation as plant destroyers is overblown,

HousgnoLt PET MOUSEBIRDS

There are very few softbills that make good pet birds, and Mousebirds
are number one, Like many parrots, they make great pets for the home,
They are able to live in cages in homes or apartments easily and are
guiet, which makes the neighbors happy too. They do not cthew on
wood, plus do not have feather dust toirritate allergies,

Pet Mousebirds rarely bite, and when they do, damage is minimal and
the skin is usually not broken. Mousebird prices range from $100.00 to
$300.00, depending on the species and whether or not handrasised. i
the bird is to be a pet, it is best to purchase a young, hand-raised, well-
socialized bird. Only one pet Mousebird per household is wise so the
bird will transfer its need for social interaction to the human owner.

Unlike many parrots, Mousebirds generailly bond to the whole family
instead of just one individual, since, in the wild, they have such close
relationships to their whole flock, and the human family is their flock.
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Pet Mousebirds crave petting, and the favorite place for a pet Mousebird to
be is hanging somewhere on its owner. They make good pets for a novice
bird person or an older child (under parent’s supervision, of course).
Housing a Mousebird takes planning because of two things: their tails and
their feces. A cockatiel-sized cage or larger is recommended because their
tafls are so long, stiff, and fragie that if they hit the sides of the cage
freguently, they will become ragged. They naturally hang on the sides of
the wirg walls so they should be encouraged to perch and hang in the
center by utilizing perches and toys such as strings of colorful beads. Alse,
hanging on the side of the cage causes feces to shoot cut of the cage.

Mousebirds are softbills, and their feces are loose and voluminous. This is
their worst fault! Unfortunately Mousebirds are messy birds to care for in
the house. Perches tan be arranged in the cage 50 that the bird's vent will
be positiocned so the feces shoot downward, They are not neat either and
think nothing of jumping Into their food bowl, especially at feeding time.
Cages need to be rimmed with a cleanable surface, and, of course, rages
must be cleaned frequently, Dealing with the feces-contral problem is a
small price 1o pay though for such a loving avian family member.

Kateri Davis dives with her husband and daughiter in Oregon, ULS. Together
thev run the Davis Lund Aviaries where they specialize in raising and breeding
softbill birds, from honeycreepets 10 hornbills. She has kept and bred five of
the six Mouschird species, and ships offspring wround the United States to
wwos and other private aviculturists, Katerl i the author of the books
MOUSESRDS IN AVICULTURE and 'TURACOS IN AVICULTURE.
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1 he Magmnibicent Cuban Melodious

A Point of View
by Cheryl Bumns

CuUBan MELOMOUS FINCH ALEL PHOTDS BY DWHER, CHERYL BURNS

M rimst encounter with the Cuban Melodicus Finch was in the Bird
Sate Room at the 2005 National Cage Bird Show in Dallas, Texas. | was
poking around through the numerous canaries for sale in search of &
finch or two and discovered two little drab olive-green hirds. | asked
about them and was told they were Cuban Melodious hens. | was
intrigued by them and something about their behavior caught my
attention. By the end of the show | came home with one of the little
hens for $65 and have often wished | had bought the other as well. This
was one of the best investments in my history of keeping birds and it
started a love of the species that continues 1o this day.

From this one little bird, | have kept and raised several of the tigris
canora in my aviary. | am not an expert by far, but have discovered that
my experience is above average in that | have kept several pairs over
the years and have successfully raised a few chicks. Because | keep a
smail aviary, | have had the cpportunity {o observe the birds in my
keening and become familiar with their behaviors.

The tioris cafre is known by many names including the Cuban
Grassquit, the Cuban Finch, Tomeguin det Pinar, and Sengerenico. The
popular name in the United States is the Cuban Melodious Finch but it
can be found for sale under the popular Spanish name of Tomeguin del
Pinar or just Tomeguin in the online classifieds.
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The Cuban Meilodious Finch comes from Cuba, Bahamas, and the Turks
and Caicos islands. Even though the populations have declined in Cuba
and no formal counts or studies have been conducted, the species is
considered of "Least Concern” by Birdlife International. In one account,
{ read their popuiation decline due to capture for pets by the local
people has come to the attention of local Cuban authorities. For the
most part, little is written or observed about these birds in the wild and
their true status is unknown,

Several commentaries describe the Cuban Melodious as being from 3.5
inches to 4.5 inches. After going to my aviary and catching a none-tco-
pleased Cuban Melodious male, | discovered that my selected specimen
measures 3.5 inches from the tip of the beak to the tip of the tail. The
species is found all over the island of Cuba in coastal shrubbery, tropical
forest, pine forest, and thickets near cultivated fields and in similar
environment in the Bahamas and the Turks and Caicos Islands.

These birds are quite active and curious about everything around them,
Both the male and the female sing with the male’s song being more
elaborate. They are always busy flying about the cage and are
entertaining 1o watch. Pairs can often be seen sitting together on a
perch preening each other as they relax.

Cuban Melodious witl eat a variety of foods and are easy to keep. Some
of my favorite aviary vignettes gre a little Cuban Melodious chasing 2
green pea arpund the cage floor on “frozen veggie day" or excitedly
grabbing a piece of millet on "seed day”. A quality seed mix
supplemented with fruits, vegetables, greens, bird bread, egg food, and
some meal worms is all they need for a good diet. | also supply calcium
and mineral supplements as well as plenty of fresh water,

in aviculture these birds are kept around the world including Australia,
South Africa, Eurcpe, the United Kingdom, and throughout North
America. They are hardy birds and are easy 1o keep in a3 variety of
captive environments. The Australian aviculturists are some of the most
successful at Cuban Melodious Finch husbandry and have kept the
species in their aviaries for at least 40-50 years. The Aussies also export
the species from time to time and some of these birds are in U5
aviculturists’ care now.
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One doesn’t read too much on the Cuban Melodious Finch before
learning the species can be extremely aggressive, In the wild, male birds
haye been observed defending nesting territories and this natural
instinct transfers into their behavior in captivity. | consistently hear how
aggressive these birds are to each other and even other species, "My
advice is fo treat every pabr as individuals whose temper must be
sampled and not divined"; Robin Restall in FINCHES AND OTHER SEED-EATING
Bikos. Australian aviculturist Graham Bull echoes this sentiment in
several comments in his article published in AUSTRALIAN AviARY LIFE
magazine (Nov-Dec 20091

My personal history with the bird Is that they are aggressive 1o thekr
own spocies and relatively meek with other species. | have kept my
Cuban Melodious with Society finches, a very non-aggressive Saffron
Finch, and some Yellow-legged Honey Creepers. (Please note that these
were norn-breeding situations and might not have been effective in
breeding situations,)

Cuban Melodious males will constantly bicker and fuss if they can see
each other, One particularly determined male bird of mine hung himseif
because he could see another male by sticking his head through the
bars of his cage. | had another male Cuban Melodious that killed ane
hen and injured another that | set him up with in 2 cage with Societies.
My thought was that the Sccieties would reduce the aggressiveness but
in retrospect, that aggressiveness might have increased because of the
other birds in the cage.

The fermales also can be aggressive to each other, especially if a male is
introduced in the cage. This seems to be limited to chasing and feather
plucking, but | separate the hens if they begin this behavior. The trick is
to manage the situation wisely and avoid any injuries. Separate cages
and good visual barriers are excellent tools. The aggression is really 8
srnall part of keeping this species as long as you realize it exists, respect
it and manage it. it is rarely a concern in my aviary.

Even?&ough they are small, they prefer larger cages. | have successfully
keot and bred them in 18" by 24" breeder cages, but now keep one pair
in 36" by 18" cages. Once a pair of Cuban Melodious decides to fay and
hatch chicks, they are good parents. Be prepared to suffer through @

I
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i found that providing some greenery around the nesting area helps the
hirds feel safer. Some pairs never seemed 10 settle down and | suspect
that if | had been able to provide larger cages or a flight, they might
have been comfortable encugh to produce.

The Cuban Melodious will build a natural nest out of coco fiber, jute and
other nesting materials or they will build in a standard nest box, The
nests that my pairs have built have one or two openings and two
compartments. OQne compartment is near the door and a second &
behind it,  found this to be true in both the natural nests which had two
entries arnd the nest boxes which sometimes had only one entry. The
nests stay very clean and will be used muliiple times if aliowed.

The hen lays a cutch of 2-4 eggs that are white with some brown spots
on the wide end of the egg. You may not realize the pair has eggs
because the hen will guickly come out of the nest when someone enters
the aviary. It takes close observation to realize there are eggs in the
nest. Several of my pairs tolerate me checking the nest for eggs and
chicks if | wait for the hen to come out and then quickly check inside the
nest. This might have been the cause for some of the egg or chick
tossing, but | didn't find a regular correlation between the two because
some would toss without the nest checks.

When the chicks fledge, it is ¢ritical to be very cbservant. | have had
recent fledglings wiggle through the bottom of the cage bars and found
them begging to be fed from the outside of the cage. This is remedied
by putting 3 barrier around the inside bottom of the cage where the
fledglings seem to be inclined to hang out. The other danger is to watch
the parents’ behavior with the just-fledged chicks. My pairs were fine
with their chicks even when the male chicks began showing their adult
plumage. However, many aviculturists will provide accounts of the
parents, especially the fathers, trying to drive out the chicks or the male
chicks starting to show adult colors.

There is much discussion between awviculturnsts about how long the
Cuban Melodious will breed. Common consensus seems to be they
breed two 1o four years at best. | found this to be true with my own
pairs breeding well for a couple of yvears and my original hen having her
last chicks in her fourth year. The older pairs continue to build nests
and lay eggs but they have not produced any chicks.
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twant to include a couple cautionary notes for anyone keeping Cuban
Melodious in their aviaries. | have found two consistent dangers for
these birds and hope 10 save others from what | learned the hard way.

with my first pairs | used the tubular woven finch nests. | since have
iearned these are very dangerous and not just to the Cuban Melodious.
I lost & couple males that somehow caught their toenai in the nest and
they beat themselves 10 death. | had a female with a permanently
injured wing from the same situation. | never figured out how the birds
gid this, especially when one bird’s foot easily slipped out of the woven
nest when | removed his body. | simply changed over to either natural
nests or a traditional nest box.

CuBAN MELODIOUS PAIR

Another thing to waich with the Cuban Melodious is toenails. | provide
a variety of perches with bark, some cement perches, and other natural
branches. My Societies never need & toenail trim but | have to perform
Cuban Melodious toenail torture periodicaliy in order to keep the nails
at a safe length. Don't be surprised if the birds “freeze” or play dead
when you ¢fich them. This is a common Cuban Melodious reaction
intended to provoke a heart attack of the person holding the bird,

! have shown several of my Cuban Melodious finches in NFSS shows and
they do guite well when in condition.
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A male that | raised placed on top bench several times and even one of
rmy hens finished well although it is difficult to keep these birds in
condition during warm Texas climate. They are quite soft feathered and
| have had them drop every tail feather when catching one to go to the
show. When in good show condition it is 2 bird hard to beat as they
tend to adapt well to the show cage. {Note: the Cuban Melodious
Standard is in the process of being approved and will soon be avaitabls )

| hope this species continues to be kept in aviculture. While it can be
difficult to keep pairs and offspring housed separately, it is well worth
the effort. These birds are wellsuited for caplivity and make
outstanding birds for most collections as long as their needs are taken
into consideration. The rewards ewrned by keeping this species
definitely cutweigh any challenges.

i still have Moiita, the original Cuban Melodious hen that started my
love of this species. | know she won't be with me much longer as she
recently suffered some sert of health issue that has reduced her ability
to perch. She still gets around the cage well and is carefully watched
over by her faithful mate. Mojita has taken on the uncharacteristic habit
of sleeping in her nest when she is tired and to roost for the night -
something | never saw her do as a younger bird. { have noticed her mate
joins her and 1 find this yet another charming characteristic that endears
me to this wonderful little bird. | am so glad | found her and hope to
continue Moijita’s Cuban Melodicus legacy for many years to come,

RESOURCES FOR THIS ARTICLE
Cuban Grassquit — The Tiaris Canora by Graham Bull, Aviary Life, issue 05
Nov.-Dec. 2009
{Back issue available at www. aviarylife. com. au)
Field Guids to the Birds of Cuba by Orando H. Garrido and Arturo Kirkeonnell
Brds of the Canbbean Roger Tory Pelerson Field Guide by James Bond
Finches ang Other Seed-eating Birds by Robin .. Restlay
finches and Soft-billed Birds by Henry Bates and Robert Busenbark
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‘1 he vMiutation Uouldian faneh
by Tiffany Park

My asmicte w e Nov/DEC 2012 JOURNAL covered the Wild-type
Gouldian. In this article 1 will discuss 2 variety of mutations of the
Gouldian Finch that exist in captivity. Plegse note: | will not be
addressing mutations which are either not widely available in the United
States yet {e.g. Lutino, Albino), not present in the states due to import
restrictions {e.g., Austrofion Yellow, Australian Dilute}, or not gccepted
yet as “heritgble” mutations (e.q, “Blue-Head” “Blue-breast”
“Melanistic,” “SeaGreen and/or ParBhie”, etc).

in terms of possible colors, Gouldian hens come in four differemt visual
body colors: Green, Yellow, Blue, and Silver. Gouldian cocks come in six
different body colors: Green, “Dilute” Green, Yellow, Blue, “Pastel” Blue,
and Silver. Briefly, the reason cocks come in more colors is due to the
sex-linked Pastel gene. This will be explained later,

in an effort to maintain a modicum of consistency among Gouldian
breeders and enthusiasts alike, | will use the European Standard
Nomenclature when referring to Gouldian mutations. There have been
a number of lay terms that have risen in the United States to describe
the various phenotypes of mutations which can lead to confusion when
trying to understand a bird's genotype. This breaks the mutations down
into what | would consider four simple categories:

Pastel

Biue

Pastel + Blue Combinations
Breast Color Mutations

& & & &

Pastel (SF Pastel Green, DF Pastel Green}

The “Pastel” gene is sex-linked {located on the 2 chromosome) and
incompletely dominant to the genes responsible for the green wild-type
bird. You can think of “incomplete Dominance” as the genes mixing
cohesivaly together, with neither being dominant over the other,
biending smoothly, like mixing red and white paint together to produce
pink-colored paint. It is a sex-linked gene, which means cocks can be
“Single-Factor” [SF} or “Double-Factor” {DF} for this Pastel gene while
hens can only be SF with complete expression.
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The Pastel gene works by interfering with black pigment present in the
feather, calied “eumelanin,” so any ares which would normally be black
on a green bird appears smokey gray or white/off-white. This is why
genetically black-headed birds fully expressing the Pastel gene appear
to have white or near-white heads. The absence of sumelanin also
prevents structural blue color, turning the bird yeliow.

Hens, by default {being ZY genetically} can only be SF; the presence of
the Pastel gene will always result in the total inhibition of melanin
prodgucing a visually vellow bird. The full name for this is “SF Pastel
Green Men”, because the Pastel is taking place on a bird that is of Green
body background,

SF Pastel Green Cocks with a Purple Breast are also called "Bilutes” in
the United States. This can be confusing because there is a separate
autosormal recessive mutation referred to as "Dilute” inn other countries,
PB SF Pastel Green Cocks are a blend of Green + Yellow color, resulting
in a shade that varies between Lemon-Lime to Lime-Green on the back

Lert 1o ReauT Two vamaTions oF PB SF Pastel GREEn COCks, RH PB SF PastiL GREsn Mix, BH
WEB SF PasTer GReen Hen ENDTE THE BH OF THE BER 15 ACTUALLY WHITE DUE TO THE SUPPRESSIDN OF
MELANIN BY THE PASTEL GENE].

If 2 cock is Lilac or White Breast and SF Pastel Green, they will appear
visually yellow in color. This is not entirely understood but it may have
something to do with the Lilac and/or White Breast further interacting
on feather melanins.

Lepy 1o RitHt: WB SF PASTEL GREEN anp LB SF PASTEL GREEN COCKS
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wWhen a cock is DF for the Pastel gene he will appear yvellow in body color,
regardiess of his breast color. Due to the fact 2 PB SF Pastel Green Male i
visually “dilute”, it goes without saying that a visually yellow purple-
breasted bird can only genetically be DF. These are generally referred 1o in
the states as "DF Yellow Males.”

Nete: Sometimes PB DF Pastel Green Males witl appear a little “dirtier”
inn color than WE or LB DFs, and moaybe have more prominent coforation
behind the mask, but if they're PB you can safely assume they are DF!

LEFY 10 RIGHY: OH PB OF Paste. Green, RH PB DF Pastes Gaeen, RH LB DF Pasts: Gaesn, BH
LB DF Pasvel GREEN {NOTE HEAD COLOR AGAIN)

Aot of people ask me how to tell the difference between a §F Pastel Green
and DF Pastel Green that is WB or LB. You can typically make an educated
guess by checking the color of his bib. In g SF male this will appear grey in
color, in a DF bird 1t will be very nearly white because the two Pastel genes
are completely blocking the expression of black pigment. Also, the
turquoise band behind the mask of $F Pastel Greens tends 1o be much
brighterfevident in SFs than in DFs,

The other question | enceounter often relates 1o sexing WB and LB Pastel
Green birds. The easiest way to do this is by looking a1 the beak, Mature
males will have & “lipstick” kissed ook at the tips of their beaks, whereas
fermales will have color flushed throughout the beak. Compare the beaks of
the males above to those of the two hens pictured sarlier,

Blue Body

Blue Body is an autosomal recessive gene which suppresses the expression
of carotencid (red and yeliow] pigments in the bird’s feathers and heak
The elimination of vellow pigment in the feathers leaves only structural
bBlue which s why the b%rr{ appears blug in color 10 our eyes, and why the
normaily vividly vellow underbeily is replaced with a pale beige color. The
pathway doesn’t appear 1o be wholly broken, however, because Red- and
Orange-head birds st deposit some degree of pigment into their haad
feathers, but it is markedly reduced to where you cannot gistinguish Red
from Orange visually.
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It appears, instead, as a Salmon to Beige or Sand color, which generally
is refated to breast color {PB birds will have more Saimon-coiored
heads, whereas LB and WRB birds will have more Beige- or Sand-colored
heads}. Both cocks and hens can be homozygous {DF) and express the
color biue or heterpzygous (SF) and be “split” for blue body.

there is no reliable method of visually identifying birds that are carriers
for blue. The only way to know for sure is if the bird was produced from
a visually blue bird, or if the bird has produced blue offspring.

Left to right;
RH PE Blue Male, RH LB Blue Male [note Hghter head color), BH PB Blue Hen

1

Pastel Blue (SF Pastel Blue, DF Pastel Blue}

SF Pastel Blue describes a bird that is genetically blue-bodied and carries
a single copy of the Pastel gene, Since females, again, can only be SF for
the Pastel gene, SF Paste! Blue females will always be visually “Silver”,
and this is how the general population refers to them. SF Paste! Blue
cocks are exactly as their name describes: genetically blue-bodied cocks
that are SF for the Pastel gene,

In the United States, SF Pastel Blues that are purple-breasted are
generally referred to as "Pastel” or “Pastel Blue”; this color only ocours
in purple-breasted cocks, Because the single Pastel gene only partially
masks green body, bleck pigmentation, and structural blue color, the
overall look of the bird is a light powdery-blue color. As with SF Pastel
Green cocks, $F Pastel Blue males that are white or lifac breast will not
appear "Pastel Blue” but will instead appear visually Silver in body ¢olor,
They are identifiable as SF Pastel Blues in much the same way SF Pastel
Greens are identified: the amount of turguoise present in the band
around the mask and the color in the bib.
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As with SF Pastel Greens, the normally black areals) on the bird will
appear grey (as opposed to white), so Black-headed $F Paste! Blug cocks
will have grey heads, and the normally black bib of Red/Orenge-headed
SF cocks will be grey. Also, because the blue genes suppress the
expression of red and orange, any areas of the hird which would
normally be red or orange {such as the head or also yvellow belly of the
bird} will appear salmon or off-white, respectively.

LEFT 10 mussHY: RH PB 5F Paste! Blue Cock, BH LB SF Paste! Biue {ock,
RH PB SF Pastel Biie Hen, BH W8 S5F Pastel Blue Hen

DF Pastel Blue - aka Silver Bodied {Males)

DOF Pastel Blue refers to genetically blue-bodied cocks who are also DF for
the Pastel gene. The result is an all-over Silver hody color, so most people
vall these birds “Silver” males. 1t is easy to understand why these birds
appear silver by going back to previous discussion of what colors suppress
others. The Pastel gene masks structural biue and gumelanin and the blue
gene suppresses red and orange/veliow leaving the bird with nearly all
talors inhibited, and the entire body of the bird appears grey to “silver” in
tolor. The chest eolor is not affected and Red- or Crange-headed birds will
have salmon-colored {not white} heads, In order tc achieve a hird which is
all, or very rearly all-white, vou would nesd to produce a Black-headed,
white-breasted, 5F or DF Pastel Bhug Cock or a Black-headed, White-
breasted, SF Pastel Biue hen,

RH PB DF Pasrel Bk Cock
. :..;,: Tiffany Parkis o groduate of Florida Stote University with o degree in
' Bivlogicol Stientes, Shefs o breeder ond exhibitorof Gouldian Finches,
' . OwiFinches, Blue Face Poreol Fipchesond Seff Society Finches. She hus
. o DeenbreedingGouldians for the past 6 years and shiowing them for the
pustd yeors. Shecurrently lives in Bethesdo, MD.

&

" For moreinformation, you con visi herwebsfte ot
- -! Www.gouldignsgalore.com
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2013 GENERAL ELECTION
Stay tuned for additional information coming in
the May/June issue regarding the upcoming
election process. Be thinking about whether you
are interested in running for a position on the
NFSS Board of Directors or other position.

THE FOREIGN BiRD LEAGUE
The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK

Founded 1932

Overseas Membership 2013 £20 [to be paid in sterling)
PayPal Available

Please visit our website o download a membership form and

to check on the latest membership fees.
www foreignhirdleague com

we the Gouldian d
e L vt G R e

The Gouldian Fund was established in 2005 to promote awareness and
to fund valuable research into the decline of the Lady Gouldian Finch,
Now considered endangered in the wild, recent estimates sugges? there
are fewer than 2,500 Geouldians remaining. A precicus life is waiting and
we ask you to please make your donation to SAVE THE GOULDIAN FUND, a
non-profit charity. Dollar-for-dollar, NFSS will match your donation—up
to S10: however, you can donate without limit. All donations are used
for research and conservation management, thus helping the Fund
continue its important conservation efforts. For additional information,
please go 10 www.savethegouldion.org.
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Now available at ladygouldian.com
The newest MASTERWORK by
RUSSELL KINGSTON

The book has aver 520 pages, weighs approx. 5.4 pounds and
measures B.5 by 12 inghes.
THE FINCH...a# Breeder's Companion
Covers 70 species using 400 color photos,
Ciosely related species are treated separately,
But are grouped together in 25 chapters.

$129.95
10% discount for NFSS members

- Avzitable et '

at = ladygouldian.con
770-939-4531 ol pareg It a0 [ou

oy i i Tl
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NFSS has colors you can identify with!

Buy NFSS Banbps

WITH EACH ORDER, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST,
RECEIVE A FREE, GENEROQUS SAMPLE OF
MusCa MUNCHIES™

COURSE-GROUND AND FINE-GROUND LARVAE

insects, and only insects;
no fillers and no preservatives.

Musca Munchies™
is an optimal source for food enhancement,

OREGON FEEDER INSECTS

hitpriwww.skipios.com
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NFSS BAND ORDER FORM

Prices effective January 2, 2012

» XF only: SPLIT BROAD PLASTIC BANDS: PurpieiWhite, Yellow/Crange, Green/Red,
Yeliow/Black, RedfYellow, BluafRed, Orange/Black

» All sizes: SPLIT PLASTIC BANDS: Light Green, Dark Green, White, Pink, Red. Pumle,
Yehow. Orange. Light Biue, Dark Blue and Black

Split Plastic Bands: $3.00 per string of 18 bands. Indicate guantity and color helow,

XF (2. 3um} XCS {2 8mm} | XCL (Ximm} | XB {4.0mm} X3 {4 Smm) Subtotal
i ; g / I

Sire A (2.20mmY: Gokl-Dreasted Sire & (2. P3mm) Blue-Toves. Fegs, Size § (3. 20mm}: Magpe Manniking,
Wik, Orange-cheeked Waips, Red-neaded Finches. Govidian Finch, Siperiar Gokffingh, smail ¥anagers
Owi Finch, Red-pared ang Chestnubtressted and most Size J {34 Peion Robin, Siber.
Strawbery Wanil Marniking. Pintaed Nonparel|, mos] pared Mezias, smad sofiplis,
Stre B {2.34mim): Black-cheeked sgals, mafpan Zeors fich Size K (150mm}: Java Rice bids,
Waxal, Cordon Bhew, Tubian Size E {2.8%mm} Pachcresied Freh. | ped. crpcted Caringl, Satfron Fiagh,
Medodous Fich, Fre Fnth. Obve Crarnord Sparrow, Eutopean Shama Thash.
Finek Rufus.backed Mannien, Timor | Geeenfinch, Golden Song Spartow, E .
Zebry Fmeh. Nups. Peter's Twerspot, Space fingh, ;'SESI;é‘:gaf;;i'aggngugfm
Size C {2.55mmj: Violet-earer and European Sokdfinch, European sl
Bue-capped Warbits, Chemy Frgh | Zebrafinen. i;“c':;;i“;m%‘_je% E;;j;ﬁ X
Bronze-winged Mannikin. Green! i RET Sepe Gb.

Grey Sirging Fivch. Pytias, Reg | BAND CUTTER NOW AVAILABLE $15.00 each
e i ki, S » Visit us at www.NFSS.org B Join Finch Save
Arencan Socely, Cuthreat Fincr | W Join in on our ling forum. > Giff membership

» ALUMINUM BANDS: Members only « sequentially numbered « permanently recorded.
| $5.00 per string of 10 bands. indicate quantity only below.

Al B |C b E |Gyl K[ L 8 Sybotal

% s

"HANDLING FEE: Must be included in all orders.
Under § 40 00 5400 S61.00-5100.00 S 850

S41.00 - 560.00 SE00 | S101.00- S30000 510.00
*POSTAL INSURANCE: Ophenal

S00.01-5 5000 $ 180 | §8100- %100 0 $8.00
55100510000 S230 | $300.00. §50040 5570

Handling fee §

**insurance §_ —=

$100.60- 520000 5500 FINAL TOTAL 3
Nane NFSE MemBERSHIP NulgeR -
STREET ADDRESS —
Gy - e Bware_ ZIFCope -
PHONE _ Eaait =

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO NFS88 in U5 dollars
MAH, TO: NFSS Band Secretary » 2234 Juneau Court South = Salem, OR 87302
¢ Phone: 503-581-8208 » Email: bands@nfss.org
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NFSS ArriLiatep CLuBs
AFFEMAT{-?fAWAﬁ{}S DIRECTOR: JODY LEWIS
755 N. 4™ Ave, » Canton HL 61520 » 309-645.-7773
AFFILIATIONSDIRECTORBINFSS, ORG

The National Finch and Softbill Sodiety is proud of its affiliated dubs and
societies. if you are not one of our clubs, we invite you to affiliate and become
part of NFSS. A few benefits we offer are a bi-monthly journal; free listings in
the journal; opportunity to join one of our programs 1o promote aviculture and
preservation of all birds; plastic and aluminum closed bands; professional panel
of sanctioned judges; and ciubs can purchase Rosettes, Plaques with NFSS
Logo, and show and breeder awards.

NOTICE: Affiliations Were Due March 1, 2613, Club and event information
will not appear in the May/lun issue for unpaid affiliates.

CALIFORNIA
Central California Cage Bird Club hitp://www.mycche.org
Mee‘tiﬁgw--ad Sunday 3t Mancini Hall Modesto, 718 Tuolomne Bivd,, Stanisiaus
CA 95351 Contact—Jjanna Place: 209-862-3792.

Finch Society of San Diego™ http:/fwew finchsocietyofsondiego.com
Meettngs«é"’ Surday, 2-4 p.s, 12720 at Poway Elks Club, 13219 Poway Road, Poway
CA 52064 Contact-—>Saily Huntington: 5634 Carnegie 5t., San Diego, CA 9212%;
£58-432-9423; sdifinchsociety@gmaif.com

West Coast Zebra and Soclety Finch Show
Meetings—No club meetings, show committee meeting in July. Comtact—Richard
Renshaw: 247 Grandridge Ct., Ventura CA B3003; 305-644-4156; rrenshaw@yehoo.com

COLORADO
Mountain States Avian Soclety www.msasbirds.org
Meetings—2"° Saturday, 1 p.m. at Ankmal Central, 8308 Church Ranch 8hvd,,
Westminster CO 80023 Contact—Gary Morgan, 15341 Kingston $t., Brighton CO 80602;
303-553-9554; burdmn@uaof com. NF5S Delegate: jessa Avilz, 7910 Greenland Road,
Franktown C0 80116; 303-664-039%, pibovilo@ool.com

FLORIDA
Colorbred Canary Club of Miami www.calorbredeanaryciubofmiomi,webs.com
Contacts—Nora Trincado, P.O. Box 441261, Miami FL 33144-12631; 305-720- 4798,
threefox21@aoi.com; Armondo Lee, 2825 SW 36 Terrace Cape FL; 239-462-2898.
ALEE2I@comcast.nef

Suncoast Canary and Finch Club®
Mestings—Wednesday, 7 p.m. Contact—aAlexander Villarreal, 1419 Coliingswood Bivd,
Port Charlotte FL 33948; vetagator@yohoo.com. Show Date: 10-18 thru 13-20 2013,
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FLORIOA
Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club
Meet%ngsmam Sunday, 1 p.m. at Port Salerns Civie Center, 4950 Anchor Ave,, Stuant FL.
gontact—Tim: McCormick, 1425 St Appomattox Terr, Port Saferng Fi.
kg /S www tcexotichirdciub.com

Tri-State Avian Society fittp. /S www tristatesviansociety.org
Quarterly Meetings— Gentle Shepherd Metrogelitan Community Church, 4738
Thomasvitle Road, Tallahassee FL Contact—Barry Laster, 18508 Lake Lamonia Dr.,
Taflahassee FL 32312, 850 364-4666; borryl 7523 comcast. net

ILRINOIS
rinch and Softbill Breeders and Exhibitors Club
weetings— 2" Thursday, President—Bob Peers, 525 W 61" §t, Apt, D, Westmont
1L 60859, 6307407383 A.peers@comeost. net. NFSS Delegate--Gail Benson, 44 N
Ciyde Ave., Palatine L 600E7. (0912, guilsgouldions@comeast. net.

Greater Cbica§o Cage Bird Club hitp/fwww.geche org
Meetings— 3" Friday, except November and Decembar, at Yorkfield Civic Center,
1EWA54 Lexington 5t Elmhurst il 60126 Contact--Hobert Wild, 305 Grosvenor CL,
Bolnghrook 1L 60448; 6309804416, wild@camcast.net, secretory@gechc.org

Heart of lliinois Bird Club Attp/fwwew Boibirdclub.org
Meetings—3'" Sunday, 2 p.m. {unless hefiday) at Avanti's Dome, 3401 Griffin Ave., Pekin
IL &1554. Contast— jody Lewis, 3086479584, bolu?16@yahooc.com

lni Bird Fanciers ing.* www. iffinibirdfonciers. com
P.0. Sox 13006, Springfiels 1L 62751, Contact: Contact-Karen Williams, 217.351. 4648,

National Institute of Red Orange Canaries INIRCC) http S www niroc.org
Meetings— 4" Friday, 7 p.m, 3t Grace Evaagelical Lutheran Chureh, 3101 Manchester
Avir, Westchester 1L 80154, No rseetings— August, November, President-jcaguin
Yorres, 312.359 2779, jrorres@isbogiobol net. Contact— Joel Wojotowics,

)8-352-931%, cwojtoB877@act com

IOWA
Mid Americs Cage Bird Sogiety® htto /fwww. machs.org
Meetings-%th Sunday, 2-5 p.m. at Des Moings Botanical Center, Swartz Room, 309
Robert £ Ray Or, Polk 1A 50316, Exceptions—fairs held 3/24/13, 9/8/13 at 1A State
Fairground Walnut Center, E. 3" 5¢ and University, Des Moines 1A 50317 No
Prasident—)ohn Thietking, 8209 Twana Dr., Urbandale 14 503221522, 239.851.8132.
Thielking@iowalink.com

KENTUCKY
Biuzegrass Bird Bresders
Contact-~josh Perkins, 2631 Zoneton Road, Shepherdsville KY 40165; 27 234.417%,
perkinsticis@yohoo.com. NFSS Delegate - Christine Drowitz, 1776 Walter Boone Road,
Rineyville KY 40162 chrisbirdsnthings@grmoil.com

- MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers kit S www baltimorehirdfanciers.org
Meetings—3'° Sunday, 2 p.m. at Towson Library, 320 York Road, Baltimore
ML 23204- 5170, Contact=—Christine Roberts, 11 Prettvboy Garth, Parkton MD 21120,
41(343-1807, compteacher@yohoo.com. NFSS Delegate: Ray Reter, 10310-t Malcolm
Cir,, Cotkeysville 3G 21030,
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MICHIGAN

Society of Canary and Finch Breeders of Michigan htto// www.scfbmichigan.com/
{ontact—Kristen Reeves, 248.543. 8903, Kristen. reeves@shcgiobal net

MISSOURI
Gateway Parrot Club http://www.qatewayparrotciuli.ong
w3 Sunday, 2 p.m. at Kirkwood Community Center, 111 5. Geyer Road,
St touls MO 63122 Exceptions—no meetings June 10, Sept 19, Dec. ¢ {second Sunday},
and August. Cantact—Christine A Kinkade, 2412 Angeta Dy, High Ridge
MO 63049, £36-343. 8097, Presidemt@GotowayPorretliub.org

Greater Kansas City Aviculturai Society™® hitp: //www. gkeas. orgy
Meetings: 2™ Sunday at Coronation of Qur Lady Church, 13000 Bennington, Grandview
MO 64630, Comtact—Cay Behrman, 3523 NE 45th 5t Kansas Gty MO 64115;
B816-217-7263, birdman79@live.com. NFSS Delegate: Antheny Day, 80O S. Butler Lang,
Independence, MO 64056, 8162521120, doyforthebirds@uaol com.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather Avicuitural Society http://www. boaf.com
Meetings: 2™ Monday. Contact—Ray Schwartz, 19 Olde Common Dr., Atkinson
NH 03811 603-362-63106, President@BOAF.com.,

NEW YORK
Colorbred Canary Club of New York®*
Meetings—1 " Sunday each month, except July and August. Comtact-)ose Zelada,
JON Goodwin Ave | Eimsford NY 10523 914.345. 5707,
Club Address—95.-06 73, Corona, NY 11368.

Kings County Canary Chub
Contact—~HKathleen Guise Schaefer,‘g Frank Ct., Brooklyn NY 113229 718- 3323413,
kangrykate@aot.com. Meetings: 37 Sunday, 5 Frank O, Brooklyn NY 11229

New York Finch and ?ype Canary Club*
Meetings: 1-4p.m., 2 Sunday, except July and August. Contact—5tan Kulak,
17 Pembrook iaap, Staten Istand NY 10309, 718-967.6899, barstand@verizon.net.

OREGON
Columbia Canary Club http: //www. co!umbmcanarydub conm.
Meetings: 2 pom., 2 - Sunday at Milwaukie Grange Hall, 17015 SE 227  Ave., Milwaukee
OR. Lontact—K]) amd Lineda K. Brown, 3258 Dakcrest Or. NW, Salem DR 97304
h03-341-8823 jeeperspeepersSS@yohoo.com.

PENNSYLVANIA
Chester County Bird Chub inc.

Contact-Doris Rickargs, 10 Beth Lare, Malvern PA 1935%: Rickards@quixaet.net

PUERTO RICO
Asocizcion de Criadores de Finches inc.
Meetings—7 p.m., Tuesday at Las Cataling’s Mall, Food Court Arsa. Contact—iuan
Alicea, Mans de Cuidad Jardin Bairoa, 566 Calle La Mancha, Caguas PR 0727,
787-475-740%, juonclicea@yahoo.com

Puerto Rico Zebra Finch Club®* http:/fwww.prifc.com
Meetings—Wednesday, Caguas in Plaza Centro Mall Caguas, Caguas PR, Contact—Gene
Perez Forie, Jardings Arecibo Q59, Arecibo PR 00612, President--Jorge Mojica,

Urb Lomas De! Sof, 175 Calle Acuario, Gurabo PR D0778-8930; 787-550-3163,
puchoshirds@yohoo.com.
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RHODE 1SLAND
nNeortheast Bird Group httpo S www.northeasthirdgroup.com
Contact—D0nna Roscit, £.0, Box 50, North Scituate R DZ857; 401-641-0994,
daonnai@rosciti com

TENNESSEE
Heart of Tennessee Aviculture Society http.//www heartoftnovcuituresociety. com
Meetings—6G p.m., every 4" Fricday at 1954 5 Chureh 5t,, Murfreeshoro, TN, 37130
Contact—Lisa Murphy, 918 Georgia Ave., Etowah TN 37331 423-263-0483;
wirnurphy@usit.net,

TEXAS
Alamo Exkibition Bird Club
Mestings=2 p.m., 47 Sunday at Kirky Senior Ctr., 3211 Allen Sheppard,
S& Szn Antonio TX. Contact—judy Morris, 912 Bass Lake Road, Traverse {ity Mi 49685,
231-342-354%
Fort Worth Bird Club*
Meectingsw2 p.m., 2™ Sunday at Fort Worth Botanical Garden Center, 3220 University
D, inorth of 1-38in Fort Worth), Attp/fwww fisbe oryg

Touas Bird Breeders and Fanciers Association® http.//weww. texasbirdbreeders org
Contagt—Clarence Culwell, 4711 Kelly £lliott Road, Arlington TX 76016-4607;
817 220 5568, coculweli@verizon.net. (lub meetings by conference call, TBA

Canary and Finch Society http:S/canaryfinchsociety triped.com
Meetings—2 p.m., 2™ Sunday at Almeda United Methodist Church, 14310 Almeda Road,
just off Sam Houston Toli, Contact~Helen Jones, 348 Magnolia Dr., Huffman TX 77336,

VIRGINIA
Peninsida Caged Bird Society http /fwww. vopchs.com
MeetingSMB'd Sunday each month, 2:30-5:00 p.m. 2 Columbian Center, 12742
Netties Dr., Newport News VA 23606, Contact—Nancy Butterfisld, 101 Broak Run,
Yorktown VA 23683, 757-223-5440, novabfield@gmuil.com

WASHINGTON
Cascade Canary Breeders Association http ffwww, cascaodecanory. conm
Mestings— 1 p.re, 3° Sunday at 14% NE Gitmon 8ivd,, Issagna WA 95027,
Exception—no meetings on holidays. Contatt— Brian Johannson 208 155th PL SE,
Ml Creek WA 98012; 425-T43.5025, coleenandersen@gmail com.

NFSS INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATED CLUBS
CANADA

Durhare Avicultuee Society of Ontario

Meetings—7:30 pom., 2™ Tuesday ar Rotary Park Pavilion, South Side of Lake, 151
Driveway West, Ajax ON, {If the entrance is dark, i 13 across from house 8150} No
meeatings July or August. Contact—P.0. Box 4, Pickering, ON LIV 2RZ.

£ssax-Kent Cage Bird Society hitp://www. essexkentchs. com
Windsor, Ontario, Canada, 319-03R-6308, julionnePmnsinet
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NFSS Is PROUD TO AFFILIATE WITH THE FOLLOWING

American Federation of Aviculture
PO Box 91717, Austin, TX 78709 www. afabirds. org

Avicultural Society of America

Contact--Steve Duncan, PO, Box 3161, San Dimas CA 81773, Founded in 1527, this
is the oldest avicufture society in the United States,

http/ www. asobirds. org/home. htmil

National Animal interest Alllance wwiwv noiconline

P> W e I g

NFSS AFFILIATED CLuB EVENTS

NOTE: Due to space limitations, the following is only a partial listing of 2013
show and fair events received to date. All shows and fairs submitted, starting
with May 1, will be listed in the May/iun issue. If you need rmore information,
please contact the clubs. This is all we received.

MARCH 24, 2013

Finch Society of San Diego County « http://www finchsocietyofsandiego.com
Maureen Shanahan, P.C. Box 1297, Fall Brook, CA 92088, sdfinchseciety@gmail.com
FAR: March Madness: Bird Mart and Auction. Location: Poway Elks Club, 3219 Poway
Road, Poway, A 92064, Contact: Antenio Rodrigues, 914.512.0632,
antomaR7e@aol.com

APRiL 6. 2013

Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers

FAIR Location: Maybomn Convention Center, 3303 N. 33 st Temple, TX 76501,
Fair Manager: Carla Crowe, 340-704- 1708, whatadaffv@aol.com

KAY 29, 2313

izt B d Fanciers

FAIR Location: Hlinois State Fabrgrounds, Twilight Ballroom, 801 $. Sangamon,
Springfield, # 52702, Fair Manager: Gail Kefalas, 618.581=7014.

Cowtact: idlinibirdfanciers.com

JUNE 3.2, 2833

Puerto Rico Zebra Finch Club

SHOW!: All kinds of birds. Judge: Lavrs Tinker. Location: Coliseo Manel Petaca iguim,
Arecibo, PR 00612, Fair Manager: Ramon Rernandey, ¥&87-633-1215.

Al entries by May 31, 2003 until 12:00 pom

New Yark Finch and Type Canary Club
FAIR Location: Averill Blvd. Park » 145 Averid Sivd. « Franklin, NY 1101.
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NFSS JupGES PANEL
4" Vice President - Judges PaneliStandardsiResearch — Laura Bewley
3538 5. 65 W. Avenue, Tuisa OK 14107 + lbewleydyahoo.com
INTERESTED IN BECOMING an NFSS Jyupee?
ConTACT Laura BEWLEY AT 4thVP@infss. ory

Mizam Al

135.13 1347 S,

South Ozone Park, NY 11420
Phone; 7818358550

Laura Bewiey

3538 % 65 W. Ave,
Tulsa, OK 74107
Phone: 918.446-3999
thewiey@yaohoo.com

Alfredo M. Brugueras

174 CR 2337

Mineola, TX 75773

Phone: S03-569-697%
eglmoridodeatbe@yohoo.com

Clarence Culweli

250G Horseshge Dr.
springtown, TX 76082
Phone: 817-220-5568
coculwell@verizon.net

Dr. Al Decoteau

PO Box 546

Haollis, NM 03049
Phone: 603-878 3435
spheI@ool.com

Halie R, Duimstra

G248 M. Nesmith Ave,

Sioux Falis, S0 57163
Phone: G5 3325054
julie. diimstro@gmaoil.com

Cetil Gunby

8171 Rte. 1, Mwy 52
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
Phone/Fax: 770-254- 1761
cgunby@bellsouth.net

Kenneth Gunrhby

3682 Mandann Woods Dr. ¥
Jacksonvitle, FL 32223
Prone: 904-403- 3078
gunbybird2@ool.com

fnnette Howard

1271 Conser Dy,

Salem, OH 44360

Phone: 330-337.7654
towardai78@yahos.com

Sally Huntington
5634 Carnegie ST,
San Diggo, CAG2122
Phong: 858-452-9423
saliveh@son. re.com

Armando Lee

2825 SW 36" Terr.
Cape Coral, L 33914
Phone; 239.242.7675
FAX: 239.471-2800
aleel 1@comeast net

Brian Mandarich
4743 E. Hedges Ave.
Fresng, CA 93703
Phone: 558.25% 6508

Conrad Meinert
1212E300%
Warsaw, IN 45380
Phone: 574. 258 2873
birdmanofwarsawg
embargmaoil.com

Vince Moase

1078 Roundelay Ct
Oshawa, ON L 7R7
Canada

Phone: 90% 7211978
YMDOSE@Erogers.com

Bob Peers

S35W. 617 5L, Apt. D
Westmont, IL §0559
Phone/Fax: 830-740-7389
pastpresident@nfss.org

Marion {Miki} Sparzak
345 Rosedale Ave.
Baitimore, M 21237
Phone: 410 887-8515
misE2S@eomenst.net

Laura Tinker

33 Grape Hollow Road
Holmes, NY 12533
Phong: 845 B55-2662
{K Tinker@comeast.net

Christine Vorchovitch
38 Liberty 5t
Manchester, CT 66044
Phare: 86(:649-B320
ibtybeagle @aol.com

Lerrt Wiesenfeld
2379 Water Biuff Dr,
Jacksonville, FL 32218
Phone: 904 612-58%5
jerrisinvas@@acl com

NOTICE TO ALL JUDGES

Please read the bottom of each show report where it says
“Show report and copies must be mailed to ALL PERSONS
NO LATER THAN 14 DAYS following the dafe of the show.”
Exhibitors will not earn their points until these show
reports have been submitted.
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NFSS BoarRD DF DIRECTDRS AND APPOINTED OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
iohn Wikson
San Franciseo, CA 84110

Past PRESIDENT

Bohb Ppers

535 W. 61% 5, Apt. D
Westmont, IL 60558
PhonefFax B30- 74037389
pustpresident@nfss.ory

1" Vice PRESIGENT

Bob Peers

535 W, 61" 61, Apt D
Westmont, IL 60559
Phoneftax: 630-740. 7389
Istup@nfss.org

2% Vice PResIDENT

3" VICE PRESIDENT,
FINCH AND BOFTEILL SavE
LxrgcTOR

vonda Zwick

611 Mingham Lane
Schaumburg, {60193
3rd vpi@nfss.org

4" VicE PRESIBENT— JUBGES
PAREL/STANDMRDS FRESEARCH
Laura Bewley

Phone: $18-446. 3999
thewley@yoshoo.com

Asmisatef AwaAnDs DIRECTOR
Jody Lewis

153 Patterson Dr.

£ast Peoria, IL 61611
Phone: 309 645.7773
affiictions@nfss.arg

AFA DELEGATE
Sally Muntington
sallych@san.rr.com

BaND SECRETARY
Paula Hansen
2234 luneau Ct 5
Salem, OR 97302
bands@nfss.org

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
William Parlee
Phonwe; 8665690200

presidentemeritus@nfss.org

REGION T Vice Presipeny
tNOuTHERST)

Vince Moase

1078 Roundelay Ct
Oshawa, ON L1) 7R7
Phone: 905.723-13978
regionivp@nfss.org

Remon 2 Vice PRESIDENT
{S0UTHEAST)

Ceci Gunby
cgunby@beilsouth.net

Resion 3 Vice PRESIBERT
(Mip-CenTrat}
Jason Crean

beakshirdhouse@ool com

REcHOR 4 Vict PRESIDENT
{Micdwest}

Cheryl Burns

336 % Pearson Lane
Keiller, TX 76248

Phone: {I4) B17.337.7492
Phone: {C) B17-445- 2016
regiondup@nfss.org

REGION 5 VICE PrESIDENT
{MicunTAING

Doug White

13812 311" Ave SE
Sultan, WA 98240
dwhite 351 1dmsn.com

EXECUHVE SECRETARY
Reberea Mikel

13779 L% 12 ¢

Union, M 49130
Phone: J638.-641- 7208
execsecretaryfinfss.org

FINCH SHOF MANAGER
Sharon Dvorak
Phone: 919 266-4935

finchshop@nfss.org

TREASURER

Lisa R, Murphy

G918 Georgia Ave.
Etowsh, TN 37331
wimurphy@usit.net

ADVERTISING,
PROMOTIONS MANAGER
Gertrude A Noble
Phone: 716:525.1249
gertanoble@aal.com

Muopesaror, NFSS Farums
Johe Wiksen
Jwilsonl53@aol.com

NFS5 WipmasTen

Cegile Aguilera

P.O. Box 3230

Santa Clara, (A 95055 3230
nfsswebmaster@omail.com

MemaErsHP BIRECTOR
Tiffany Park

Phone: 850-321-6162
membership@nfss.org

Joussat Earos

Gertruge A, Noble

984 Eorest Park Way H212
N. Tonawanda, NY 14120
Phone: 716-525-1249
gertanoble@aol.com

LEsistatiee Liason
Roland Crista
fegis@®nfis.org
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NFSS BoARD OF DIRECTORS AND APPOINTED QOFFICERS

PRESIZENT
lohn Wilsen
San Franvisco, CA 94110

Pasy PrRESIDENT

Bak Peers

535 W. 61751, Apt. D
Westrront, i BD859
Phone/Fax; 630- 7407384
pustpresidenti@nfss.org

1" Vice PRESIDENT

Bub Peers

535 W, 61V 5. Apt.
Westmant, # 50559
Phone/Fax: 636-740- 7389
Istvp@nfss.org

2% Vice PRESIDENT

3" Ve Presineny,
FingH anb SortBilt Save
{DRECTOR

Vonda Zwick

€11 Hingham Lane
Schaumburg, I 60153
3rd vp@nfss.org

4™ vhet PRESIDENT — JUDGES
PangfStanbanns fREsEARCH
Laura Bewley

Phone: 918 446. 3599
thewley@yahoo. com

AFFIIATEfAWARDS DIRECTOR
Jody Lewis

153 Patterson Dr.

East Peoria, L 61613
Phone: 3096457773
affiliotions@nfss. org

AFA DriegaTe
Selly Hurtingion
saflych@san. rr.com

BaND: SECRETARY
Pauid Mansen
2234 luneau 01 5
Salern, GR 97302
bonds@nfss ory

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
William Parles
Phene: 860-569-0200

presidertemeritus@nfos.ory

REG:ON 3 VICE PrESiENY
{MortHEAST)

Vinee Moase

1078 Roundelay Ct.
Oshawa, ON L) 7R7
Phone: 905.723-1978
reginnlvp@nfss.org

REcoN 2 Vice PRESIDENT
{SouTHEAST)

Leril Gunby
counbhy@belisouth.net

Rettan 3 VICE Presiseny
{MLD- CanTaaL)
Jasen Trean

becksbirdhouse @ aoi com

Resion 4 Vice PRESIDENT
iMidhwest)

Cheryl Burns

336 5 Paarson Lane
Keller, TX 76248

Phone: (H) 817, 337, 7492
Phone: ({} Bi7-445. 2016
regiondvp@nfss org

Resion 5 Vick PRESIDENT
{ViouNTAIN}

Doug White

13013 311" Ave SE
Suitan, WA 98240
dwhite 351 3@ msn.com

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Reberea Mikel

13779 L% 12 ¢

Union, M 45130
Phone: 268-641-7208
execsecretaryfnfss.org

FINCH SHOF MARAGER
Sharon Dvorak
Phone: 915.266-4935

finchshop@nfss.org

TREASURER

tisa R, Murphy

918 Georgis Ave.
Ctowsh, TN 37333
wimurphy@usit. net

ADVIRTISING,
PROMOTIONS MANAGER
Gertrude A. Noble
Phone: 716-525.1249
gertanghle@aol.com

Moberator, NFSS Farums
Johe Wisen
Jwilson153@aol com

NFSS WiBmasTER

Cecile Aguilera

P.O. Box 3230

Santa Clara, £4 950553230
nfsswebmaster@gmoil. com

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Tiffany Park

Phane: 8503216162
membership@nfss.org

Joussat Earros

Gertrude A Noble

3984 Forest Park Way H212
N. Tonawanda, NY 14120
Phone: 716-525-124%
gertanoble@aol com

Leaistarive Liason
Roland Crista
legis@nfss.org
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2012 NFSS WINNERS

CHANPION EXHIBITDR
50 POINTS IN ONE YEAR
Cheryl Burns, Jim Heffernan, Mike Manley, Rick Morales
EXHIBITOR OF EXCELLENCE
200 POINTS IN ONE YEAR
None
HIGH POINT UNFLIGHTED BIRD
CHOCOLATE SQCIETY
Cheryl Burns
HIGH PDINT FLIGHTED BIRD
WHITE ZEBRA
Cheryl Burns
NARA
NATIONAL AVICULTURAL RECOGNITION AWARD
CORVIDS
Roland Cristo
AND THE 15T PLACE LITTLE WINNER 1S
THE FUTURE OF AVICULTURE

Dous HEATH FOREE

Boug's mom is Amber Foree of Oak Grove, Missouri, As you can see,

winning wore him out and he needed to rest.

Man
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The Burolage™ is based on a
daesign used by many Ewropean
bird breeders. The cages can
be used singly o in stacks of
three high, covering an entire
wall or room, The cages are
jight, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white
plastic sides. These opague
sides are an important part of
suceassful breeding; they sepa-
rate the pairs so they can hear
each other without seeing each
other, Each unit can be
equipped with a fluorescent
igght to show the birds to ther
best advanrtage, Nestboxes can
be placed on a platform inside
the cages which assures that
banks of cages cah be neatly
fitted together, The design of
the cage aliows for maximum
hygiene with minimum effort,
andt the high qualily ahiminum

g s 3 i (D comers Limited

Call 1.800.455.6 750 CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS




