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FROM THE PRESIDENT

As we approach the show seamon, | would like to take this opportunity to
Nish all NFS meabers a happy and successful exhibition season. ¥e the
Board Wesbers of the Society hope to see many of you at the local shows,
and of course at the Wational Annual Meeting and Show of the Wational
Finch Society at the Wational Cage 8ird Show in St. Louis, on Noveaber
13-14, 1984.

Also WFS Points Chairman, Tomy Patterson, would like to point out that to
obtain points at the showa this year, you sust be a WFS sember prior to a
show to qain pointa for wins, Poieta are not retroactive if a persos
decidan to join subsequent to & show. Enliat yowr irienda to joia now.




THE NATIONAL FINCH SHOW 1986

The National Finch Society, Natiowal Show ¢or 1984 will be heid in
conjunction with the National Cage Bird Shoe. This years’ shaw eill be
held at the Adaee Nark Hotel in St. Louis, Nissowrl on Friday, Saturday,
and Sueday, Movesber 15-17, 1984,

Fieth registration will be Thursday evening and Friday ecrning before the
start of judging, The exact cut-off tiee will be aneounced at a later
date,

This years’ National Finch Shoe prowises to be the largest and best yet.
The new NFS classification systes will be in effect for this show. WS is
looking for a participation that will exceed the largest entry of finches
tor the Matiomal Cage Dird Shoe. The largest entry to date is 1B in
1983, 1t would seem that with seshership support the NFS can expect at
least 300 finches for this years’ shae,

There eill be eany incentives for those onabers entering their birds this
year, The Kellogg award of course, eill be awarded tn the Best Finch in
Show. The NFS Kaytee Award will be awarded the Best Breed and Banded by
the exhibitor entry. These awards are in addition to all the noreal
Pivisional, Sectional and Class trophies and rosettes noreally aearded by
the Mational Cage Bird Show.

The Mational Finch Saciety will be Awarding a plagee for the Best in each
Section. The NFS Divional awards eill include a plaque for lst, 2nd, and
Jrd Best in Division along eith the ten best Rosettes.

This year as a special treat to Society fanciers, the Wational Finch
Society eill be awarding a first and second Best Society eedal. These tep
eedals were obtained though Dr. Val Clear, and are donations to our
national show ty the Natianal Bangalese Society of Breat Britain. Ne of
the National Finch Society consider it a great honor to recieve these
eedais. They are sure to he a treasured holding of the einners.

This year’s judge for the Finch Division is WFS President and Panel Judge
Willise Parlee. Bill brings with hie his years of experience in judging
tinches and softbills. His style of judging is sure to be educational to
all those viewing the judging.

Ne encourage all NFS seabers to attend the "National®, as it is eore than
i show it is an education. You will eeet eith other serious finch
breeders and exhibitors and eiil be able to share your knowledge. Of
Course you will be able to see ald friends and nee ones, There eill be a
National Finch Society booth set up during the entire shoe. The NFS
National Anneal seeting eill be held Friday evening at the hotel. Ne hope
to meet and greet all ner NFS eember at “your show of showe®, the National
Cage dird Show, St. Loeis, 1984,



The Natlonal Finch Soclety

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Address

City State Zip.

Individual $15 / / Dual $20 / / Jdunior 7.50 / /

Dual Membership is two individuals residing at the
same address {one bulletin). Juniors are under 16.

Club affiliations

How Tong have you been involved in finches

How many species have you bred?

Briefly describe your interest in joining the
National Finch Society and what you hope to get
out of your membership.

Send yourapp and fee to Russell Armitage Jr. Treas.
345 Boston Road
Middletown, CT 06457

529 Burnside Avenue, East Hartford, Ct 06108




MINUTES: JUNE BOARD MEETING

The June 8, 1986 meeting of the National Finch Society Board of
Directors was held at the home of Kelly Dahill and Jerry D'Agata in
Windsor, Connecticut. The meeting came to order at 4:12 p.m.
Present were Kelly and Jerry, Nancy Reed, Al Decoteau, Chris
Varonovitch, Russ Armitage, Pam Liddy, Roger O'Connell and Bill
Parlee.

The Secretary's and Treasurer's reports were read and accepted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

SHOW REPORT: Points remain the same as no shows have taken
place since the last report. A new show report format for completion
by judges was presented for Tony Patterson. Points Chairman. by
Bill Parlee. The new report format is in keeping with the changes
made in the awarding of points at NFS shows for 1986. The report was
approved, and Dr. Al Decoteau will be forwarding a supply to all
Panel Judges for their use. He reminds all NFS judges that the reports
must be mailed within seven days of the judging.

PUBLISHING COMMITTEE: Bill Parlee suggested the use of a new
cover for our Bulletin that had been submitted by NFS member and
avian artist George Noreen of Portland. Gregon. The new cover art
depicts a pair of Java Rice Birds. The Publishing Committee wishes
to thank George for his interest in our art work, and hopes he will
continue this fine contributions.

Bill has asked the Board to approve funds for a gradual implementa-
tion of a typeset format for cur articles and farms in the bi-menthly
Bulletin. The first step wouid be the typesetting of articles and later.
the forms and other pages. Bill said he hoped the entire Bulletin
could be inthe typeset form by the first of the year. To help offset the
additional cost to the Society. Bill has suggested we start an
advertising campaign offering to our members for the first time:
quarter page ads that would sell at $35 for the year (6 issues). 8ill has
also asked for the help of all members in obtaining national
advertisers for our Bulletin.

On the matter of an updated Judge's Handbook, Bill suggested that
we drop the Handbook in favor ofa "NFS Yearbook". The "Yearbook™
would be available to all members at a cost of $3. This book would
have all the year's news. Species Standards. Judging Standards.
By-Laws. listings of educaticnal programs. and general maintenance
and care articles. Now that we are associated with the National Cage
Bird Show we can no longer produce our own show catalog. This
year's book would replace that. and could become a collector’s
piece. Bill further suggested that the"Yearbook ™ be made available to
all NFS affiliated shows through their regional Vice-President forsale
at that particular show. Proceeds of course going to the National
Finch Society.



RESEARCH AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE: Dr. Al Decoteau
suggested that.an ongoing Standards Committee be formed. as our
work with Species Standards is not yet complete. It was also
suggested that a General Standard for all ofher finches and softbills
be adopted. This general Standard would be for all birds for which
the National Finch Society has not as yet adopted an official
Standard.

Dr. Al Decoteau read the new official Standard for the Green Singing
Finch. which was adopted as presented.

Bill Parlee suggested that the Reseach Commitiee investigate the
establishment of a Rare and Endangered Species Propagation
Program. Bill stated that the National Finch Society should be at the
torefront of this effort. The enhancement of domestic breeding
programs for seldom imported birds. or species that are becoming
rare or endangered must be undeértaken. Bill teels the Research
Committee should consider what part the NFS can play in this
endeavor. The Black-Headed Red Siskin and the Lavender-gared
Waxbiil were mentioned. although many other species must be
brought into this program it adopted. Bill asked the Committee to
consider these ideas and to present further discussion at the next
Board meeting in September. Any member who has thoughts on this
idea. please send them to Bill Partee, 529 Burnside Avenue. East
Hartford, CT 06108-3592.

PROMOTIDNS AND PRODUCTS COMMITTEE: Kelly Dahill pre-
sented the Board with a graphic stylized design ot a Zebra Finch with
the NFS logo below for use on our proposed T-Shirts. The design was
approved by the Board. and the T-Shirts will hopefully be available
tor the AFA Convention in New Orleans. The cost for the three color
shirts will be $8.

Eric Peake has been contacted about the possibility ot painting the
NFS Standards. Itis the thought ot the Products Committee that the
origina) Standard artwork could be auctioned off. and prints could be
made avaiiable tor additional sale as a way to defray the cost ot the
original Standards” paintings.

JUDGES PANEL COMMITTEE: Committee Chairman, Al Decoteau,
reported that all but one judge had paid their 1986 Judges fees.
Alreported on the cutcome of the California Judging tests. He stated
that Bill had administered written tests to four judges wishing to be
tested. Bill also judged 100 birds provided by the members of the
Aviary Association of Kern. and the Fresno Canary and Finch Club.
The judges then separately judged the same birds while Bill evaluat-
ed their judging mechanics, placement. and educational presenta-
tion. Three of the judges names were brought before the Board for
approval. Hal Koontz, Joe Krader, and Brian Manderich have been
elected fo the Judges Panel.

Al asked that all requests by Apprentice Judges to apprentice at
specitic shows must be received by him by September 1, 1986. Send
requests to A.E. Decoteau, Groton Rd., Dunstable, MA 01827



MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: The National Finch Society nowhasa
membership of 370. Affiliated clubs total 31!

LEG BAND REPORT: Russ Armitage reported that over 4,000 of the
5.600 1986 bands we ordered have been sold to NFS members. He
stated thatsizes C and E will be reordered so that we will have enough
to last the year. Russ pointed out that this amount is double that of
1986.

ELECTION COMMITTEE: No report.
BY-LAWS COMMITTEE: No report.

AFFILIATED CLUBS REPORT: The Fresno Canary and Finch Club,
and the Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture have been approved
for Regional Shows in their respective regions.

A.F.A. REPORT: The American Federation of Aviculture 1986 an-
nual convention will be held August 6-10 at the Fairmont Hotel in
New Qrleans, Louisiana. A full schedule of events are listed else-
where in the NFS Bulletin. It should be pointed out however that the
Audubon Zoo tour is at 11 a.m., on August 5th, the day befare the
convention officially starts.

The National Finch Society will maintain a booth at the convention,
and will host a hospitality room for NFS members and interested
parties at the hotel following the Regional membership meeting.

OLD BUSINESS: The idea of show tags with geographical and other
pertinent information on show cages was reintroduced and dropped,
duetoalack of interest. The main stumbling block seemed to be that
the Board could not imagine how this cumbersome project could be
implemented in an organized tashion at shows throughout the
country.

No additional information, articles, or input on show cages has been
received from Bob Travnicek, or any other Softbill people as
presented atthe last Board Meeting. The Board has taken a "“wait and
see"” attitude regarding the Softbill question, and our impending
by-line for our logo. The Board dropped further consideration of the
matter until additional interest is shown.

NEW BUSINESS: The Standard for the Green Singing Finch was
approved.

Funds for typesetting the Bulletin were approved.
The Board approved the 3 nominees for the Judges Panel.

The adoption of a Region 6 to encompass California, Washington,
Oregon, Alaska, and Hawaii was approved.

Appointment of Hal Koontz of Bakersfield, California to fiil the
Regional Vice President's post for Region 6 was approved until the
next election of officers.

Presidential funds in the amount of $200 were approved for use at the
New Orleans AFA convention.



Nominations were entertained by the Board for a Panel Judge for our
National Show in Ohio in 1987. The Board nominated George Warren
of Portsmouth, England: Dr. Val Clear of Anderson, Indiana; and
Charles Anchor of Addison. lllinois. The election was by secretballot
and counted by Election Committee Chairwoman., Pam Liddy. After
the ballots were counted. it was announced that George Warren was
first choice to judge our National in Ohic in 1987, followed by Dr. val
Clear and Charles Anchor as 2nd and 3rd nominations respectively.

Show cage changes have been approved. Cages will now have round
doors. and perches will be affixed with bosses and will not touch the
front ot the cage wire. Specifications will be added to the Cage Plans.
Anyone who already has NFfS plans may request supplemental
sheets 1o update their plans by writting .Nancy A. Reed, 109
Stagecoach Road, Windsor, CT 06095. There will be no charge it
original plans were ordered.

An administrative change was announced by Bill Parlee. Etfective
December 26, 1986. Roger O'Conneil will be NFS Band Secretary.
The new 1987 Band Order Forms will so indicate. Russ Armitage,
who has done a great job as Band Secretary from the formation ot our
band program to the present, will become in charge ot the Member-
ship Services Department which will handle all new and renewal
memberships. President Parlee thanked both Roger and Russ for the
fine jobs that they have been deoing and tor accepting these
responsibilities.

The next Board meeting will be held on Sunday September 7, 1286.
Minutes transcribed from tape and notes.
Respecttully submitted, Christine Varonovitch. Secretary.

ATTENTION TO ANYONE NOT RECEIVING NFS BULLETINS!

(...and obviously. if you're notreceiving this bulletin. you're not going
to read this!) If anyone knows of a disgruntied NFS member who is
not getting our maitings. please notify the NFS Editor or Membership
Chairman immediately! Case at point: Recently an NFS Board
memperin tatking with an aviculturist friend in Texas learned that he
had given his barber, a finch enthusiast. information on joining NFS.
The man sent in his check, received his membership number, but no
forthcoming builetins. It turned out that there was an error in his zip
code (builetins going to Cotorado!}, and because bulleting are sent
third class mailing, no wrong addresses are returned to NFS. We had
no way ot knowing ot the error. Please contact NFSif you, oranyone
you know, is having any problems! We don't want any disgruntled
NFS members!



NFS PANEL OF JUDGES

CNARLES ANCHOR

&30 Lake Park Drive
Addison, IL 60101
(M2} S543-3757

CLARENCE CULMELL

Rt. 3 Box 41-7
Springtown, T) 75082
{B17} 523-554B

bR. A. E. DECOTEAL
Eroton St.
Dunstable, ¥4 01827
(617} &49-5103

JOSEPH KRADER
17347 Aspenglow Dr.

Yorba Linda, CA 926B&

{Tt4) 994-5518

CONRAD NEINERT
RR 3, Box 392
Warsaw, IN 46580
{219) 249-2873

BEORGE WARREN, 28 Chedworth Crescent, Paulsgrove, Portssouth, England, Iip

MARCO ARIDA
10480 S.4. b2nd
Niasi, FL 33173
(305) 271-1238

GERALD D’ ARBATA
109 Seymour St.
Nindsor, CT 04095
{203) 588-9403

JAREN DECOTEAU
§roton St.
Dunstable, NA 01827
{617) &49-6103

BRIAN NANDERICH
4743 E.Hedges Ave.
Fresno, CA 93703
{209) 255-6308

NILL1AN 6. PARLEE
329 Burnside five.

E. Nartford, CT 0&108

{203) 52B-[458

PO&-4ET. Phone: Coshas (Portsmouth) 3IBAJ04.

IR. VAL CLEAR

1001 Nartin Drive
fnderson, IN 46012
{311 642-0795

KELLY 5. DRHILL
109 Seymour 5t.
Nindsor, CT 0&0%S
(203) &BB-9403

HAL M. KODNTI

2604 Auburn Court
Bakersfield, CA xxwxx
{BOS) B72-1063

JUANITA MCLAIN
2410 Madrid Ave.

Safety Harbor, F1 33572

(B13) 726-B324

PAUL WILLIRNS

703 Donegal Drive
Papillion, NE 68044
{402} 339-87172

FOR INFORNATION ON THE NFS JUDGES PAMEL: Write Panel Director A.E.
Decoteau, Groton 5t. Dunstable, MA O1RZT.

CLASSIFIED:

GREY-NEADED SOCIAL MEAVER; Excellent condition; can be seen at NFS
Northeast shows; could be delivered at Gt. Louisj $75;

{215)752-1345.
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ONE GLAMORE COURT
SMITHTOWN, NEW YORK 11787

feataring authoritative articles on

] * CANARIES +* FINCHES + PARROTS

+ COCKATIELS -+ BUDGIES

* The latest in canary, budgerigar and other cage bird news

* Reliable advertising
* Interesting, timely articles by leading breeders and fanciers
* Show Dates and Show Winners
— Published Monthiy since 1928 —

U.5. FUNDS—1 YR. $15.00; 2 YRS. $28.00
(CANADA AND FOREIGN ADD $5.00 A YR.!
$1.50 SAMPLE COPY
To use your VISA or MASTERCARD telephone: {§16) 979-7962
A subscription makes a wonderful Christmas gift!
Flosse indicate if yon want us to send a gift card

WISHES

Nancy ¢ A. Roeed

109 STAGECOACH ROAD

WINDSOR CONN. 06095




QUESTIONAIRE TO NFS JUDGES

We thought it might be fun to contact our NFS Judges Panel with a
tist of questions. Their answers have proven educational, as well as
giving a bit of a personal glimpse of some of this venerable crew's
experience and thoughts,

Responding to this questionaire were: Charles Anchor, Dr. Vai Clear.
Or. Al Decoteau, Daren Decoteau, Juanita McLain, Conrad Meinert,
Bill Parlee, and George Warren.

My thanks to those of you who took the time to contribute.
R EEEEE

1. WHAT IS YOUR ONE FAVORITE SPECIES OF FINCHES OR
SOFTBILLS?

Charlie Anchor: Zebras. Val Clear: Finch: Zebra. Softhill: "Hum-
mingbird (really is Nectarine). Al Decoteau: "I change from time to
time - now it's the Shafttail and Peter's Twinspot.” Daren Decoteau:
Bali Mynah and Lady Gouldian. Juanita Mclain: Finch; Violet Eared
Waxbiil. Softbill: Pekin (Robin) Nightingale. Conrad Melnert: "
honestly don't have a favorite.” Bill Parlee: ‘' Personal favorite is the
Zebra.” George Warren: Gouldians, Star Finches. Violet Eared
Waxbills, and Chestnut Breasted Waxbiils. Softbills: Sunbirds and
Humminghirds.

2. IF MONEY WERE NO OBJECT, WHAT ONE PAIR OF FINCHES ..
OR SOFTBILLS WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO OWN?

Anchor: Variegated Wren {Malurus Lamberti). Clear: Rothschild's
Mynahs. A.Decoteau: Crimson Seedcrackers. D.Decoteau: Blue
l.egged Honey Creeper. McLain: Violet Eared and Pekin Robin.
Meinert: "Not exactly a finch or softbill - Victorian Grown Pigeons.”
Parlee: "Touracos - Red Crested to be exact.” Warren: Rare Sunbirds
{Yellow Tufted).

3. WHAT IS YOUR MOST EXCITING BREEDING SUCCESS?
(RARITY, SIZE OF CLUTCH, MUTATION. WHATEVER?)

Anchor: “Every time | see a new chick!” Clear: “This year | raised
single chicks in two nests of Neorynchus peruviensis: Parrot-bitled
Seedeater. | believe this is a world first-breeding. (Wow! Val. contact
AFA’s AVY Committee for verification as to a U.S. first breeding!)"”
A.Decoteau: "Probably repeat breeding of the Green Singing Finch."”
D.Decoteau: "Violet Eared Waxbills - 2 chicks at a time when they
were not as rare as today.” McLaln: Yellow Bellied Waxbills. and
Cordon Bleus - 7 babies in one ciutch.” Melnert: Bali (Rothschild})
Mynah - 3 young. Parlee: Peter's Twinspots. Warren: Violet Eared
Waxbills “(very nervous when nesting}—4 eggs, 3 chicks.”



4. HAVE YOU SUCCESSFULLY BRED AND RAISED ANY
SOFTBILLS? WHAT?

Anchor: Urraca Jay (Cyanocorax Chrysops). A.Decoteau: Bali My-
nahs (Al, contact Val: question #2 where money is no object!), Plush
Crested Jays. D.Decoteau: Bali Mynahs. Mctain: "No - eggs only of

the Pekin Robin.” Meinert: Bali (Rothschild) Mynahs. (Val may go
bankrupt!) .

5. HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN BREEDING FINCHES AND
SOFTBILLS?

Anchor: over 25 years. Clear: 50+ years. A.Decoteau: “a long time”
{Al doesn’t want to jeopardize his 39 year old image.) D.Decoteau:
“Since lwas 6.” (Darenis Al's son, and if he divulges his 20+ years of
age.itcould wreck Al's eternal youth.) MeLain: "10 years (not now).”
Melnert: 30 years. Parlee: 14 years. Warren: 40 years.

6. DO YOU HAVE A PERSONAL TIP THAT IS PERBAPS UNIQUE

TO YOUR FACILITY? (NESTING. NUTRITION, CAGING.
WHATEVER?)

Clear: "I am using the plastic-mold cages developed by Dale
Thompson but use plastic freezer-boxes (1 1/2 pintsize. 4" X 4" X 47)
for nests. t cut half the bottom out. then hang the carton on a side so
that the front of the box {i.e.. the previous "bottom™} is half open.
Works well. and ¢cleaning is simple: dunk in a bucket of disinfectant.”
A.Decoteau: outside flights. (Realize that A! lives on the border of
Mass. and N.H. But | believe Al uses these outdoor flights only late
spring through fall.) D.Decoteau: "We have success in breeding Java
Rice Birds due to our constant feeding of Oat Groats.” McLain: | had
a 30" X 40" aviary. planted and running water. that was most
successful.” Meinert: "Outside aviaries are the greatest asset.”
{Again, | don't know if Conrad is talking year round in Indiana.)
Pariee: "Only that when breeding attempis are not successful.
change your diet and possible caging.” Warren: “A common fault
over here (in England) is: visiting nest boxes too many times during
nesting period. Thus disturbing birds. causing birds to leave nest
boxes. A set time each day is enough.”

7. WHAT ONE SPECIES OR MUTATION WOULD YOU WISH TO
BECOME MORE PROLIFIC. AND THEREFORE MADE MORE
EASILY AVAILABLE AND AFFORDABLE?

Clear: "Any of the colorful Tanagers.” A.Decoteau: the Fawn Shaft-
tail. D.Decoteau: Violet Eared Waxbill. McLain: Violet Eared Waxbill.
Melnert: White Shafttails. Parlee: Viclet Eared Waxbill. Warren:
Peter's Twinspot. “Ideal for keen finch breeder and exhibitor.”

8. DO YOUBREED YOUR FINCHES/SOFTBILLS IN: INDIVIDUAL
CAGES? FLIGHTS? MIXED?

8A.WHAT/ WHERE/ WITH WHAT? (SUCCESSFULLY)



Anchor: “Zebras seem to do better inside in single cages 16" X 16" X
32". Waxbills outside: | have three flights 3' X 3' X 6. 4' X 5' X 10", and
6" X 6" X 6." Clear: Individual cages: yes. "l have a tropical garden in
the house about 12" X 15'. My Neorynchus (see question 3) were bred
inthe garden. Also, my Jacarinis have bred there like mice this year.”
A.Decoteau: Individual cages, flights. mixed: yes. With what success-
fully: “using Nekton Vitamins.” Mclain: All yes to #8. #8A: (All
prefaced by “"R” means raised.): R. Red Eared, R. Cordon Blue and
Blue Capped, R. Fire Finch, R. All Mannikins, R. Strawberry (2 kinds),
R. Yellow Bellied Waxbill. R. Zebra, R. Lady Gould, R. Orange Cheek.
Crimson Pileated, R. Lavender. R. Hecks, R. Star, R. Owl. Plumhead,
Diamond Sparrow. R. Green Strawberry. Black Cheek, R. Violet
Eared, R. Green Singers. Melba, R. Aurora, Pintailed Wydah, Wea-
vers, R. Black Crested. (WOW! Juanita, that's an IMPRESSIVE track
record!) Warren: Gouldians, Star Finches. Chestnut Breasted Wax-
bills. and Viotet Eared Waxbills in individual cages.

9. HAVE YOU EVER FOSTERED EGGS? CHICKS?
9A WHAT/ WITH WHAT?

Anchor: Yes (eggs). "Zebras and Goulds only under Societies.” A.&
D.Decoteau: Never. McLain: 9: yes,yes. 9A: "Ali Waxbills and Aus-
tralian - under Societies.” Melnert: 9; yes, yes. 9A. "Goulds with
Societies: Diamond Doves and Cape Dove chicks to Diamond Doves.
Cutthroat finches to Societies.” Parlee: Red Eared to Societies.
Warren: Has fostered Gouldian eggs with Star Finches. "Resuit: not
very satisfactory.”

10. WHAT ULTIMATE MUTATION OF A SPECIES WOULD YOU
LIKE TO SEE PRODUCED? (BE IMAGINATIVE)

Anchor: “Canary & Junco. (| assume Chartie means a hybrid, but |
sure wish he had explained his thought!)” Clear: “Paradise Tanager
with a crest like a Cockatiel, forked tail like a swallow. Females
should have a crest like a Greater Hill Mynah.” (Here's a man with a
greatimagination!) A.Decoteau: "In finches | prefer the standard type
- they are more beautiful.” D.Decoteau: “The all blue Bali Mynah.”
{Daren, close to my idea of an all blue Cockatiel—alas. we'll never
see.) Meinert: Lutino Shafttail and Diamond Sparrow. Parlee: A Lady
Gouldian (White Breasted) with the flanks of a Diamand Sparrow.

1. ARE FINCHES/SOFTBILLS YOUR MAIN INTEREST? 11A. |F
NO, WHAT IS YOUR SPECIALTY? 11B. WHAT SPECIES
OTHER THAN FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS DO YOU KEEP?

Anchor: Finches. "Hummingbirds. until my job started taking so
much time. The Hummers got fed three times aday.” Charlie also has
Chickens {Bantams), Ducks and Pheasants. Clear: Yes. "{ have sold
all my psittacine cages. No mare large birds in my collection,
although | remain interested in them.” Val also keeps Chinese
Budgies (15 pairs pay the feed bill for the rest); Forpus coelestis now
breedingin th F-1generation: Spanish Timbrado Canaries {imported
last November); Diamond Doves. A.Decoteau: 11: Not necessarily - |



likethem all. 11A: Finches and Parrots. 11B:"'You name it - you might
quess it. Actually, | have 40 species of Parrots, 30 species of finches.
and 4 species of softbills at the moment.” D.Decoteau: "No. | prefer
Hookbills, but 1 like Finches and Softbitls.” 11A: Scarlett Macaws.
11B: "Several parrots, and Bronze Wing Doves.” McLain: 11A:
Cockatiels and Sun Conures. 118: Cockatiels, Suns. Gold Capped
Conure. White Eye Conure. African Grays. Noble Macaws, Jendays.
Blue Crowned Conures. Lovebirds. Melnert: 11A; Diamond Doves,
and Java Rice Birds. 11B: Ringneck Parakeets. Many Colored
Parakeets, Crimson Winged Parrots. Cockatiels. Bourke Parakeets.
Red Rump Parakeets. Twenty Eight Parrots, Rosellas. Princess of
Whales Parakeets, Rock Pebbler. Scarlet Chested Parakeets, variety
of exotic doves, Citron Crested Cockatoos. Parlee: “Yes, although |
raise Budgies and Cockatiels as well. I'm also working with some of
the Australian Parakeets and the Lilac Crowned Amazon Parrot.”
Warren: Yes. finches and softbills main interest.

12. WHAT DO YOU FEEL !S8 THE MOST IMPORTANT FAULT
FOUND IN EXHIBITION BIRDS?

Anchor: "No Composure. A judge cannot properly judge if the bird
hides on the bottom {of the cage} or hangs on the wires.” Clear: Poor
condition. A.Decoteau: Feather condition. B.Decoteau: Poor feather
condition. McLain: Cages. Meinert: Lack of training. Parlee: Condi-
tion. and poor quality Society tinches. Warren: Poor presentation: i.e.
nonN-spraying.

13. WHEN YOU COME TO JUDGING THE BEST IN SHOW, WHAT
DO YOU CONSIDER THE MOST COMMONLY APPARENT
FACTOR FOR A BIRD PLACING LOWER IN THE TOP TEN?

Anchor: "The lack ot tinish on the birds. A certain sheen.” Clear;
“CondHion. Usually this decision is a tight one. but a missing teather
here ortheretends to be the determining tactor. {Consistent with the
decision ot the NFS. | try not to let rarity influence my decision.
although if | had my choice. it would.)” A.Decoteau: "It has to be a
combination of factors.” D.Decoteau: Condition. McLain: Overall
condition. Meinert: Condition and training. Parlee: " The owner's lack
of attention to detail in the showing and preparation of an exhibit.”

14. DO YOU FEEL FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS ALWAYS SHOW
BETTER IN A SHOW BOX?

Anchor: "Birds seem to be calmer in a show box.” Clear: Always.
A.Decoteau: “Yes. it show box is large enough.” D.Decoteau:
Definitely. Mciain: “Yes. small finches.”

The addiional part of question 14 was: "OR DO YOU THINK
CERTAINSPECIESMAY SHOW BETTER IN AN OPEN CAGE? FOR
INSTANCE. WHAT TYPE OR SPECIES?”

McLain: "Wydahs and Pekin Robins - and always with 2 perches.”
Meinert: No. yes. "Usually Mynahs show better in open cages, |
think.” Parlee: Most always (show box); Wydahs {better in open
cage). Warren: Yes (for show box). “In an open cage you would lose
the colours of the birds against an open background. The white of a
box cage displays the colours better.” (English spelling of “colour”. |
wish | could typewrite George's wonderful accent!)



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS (AND YOUR ANSWERS) THAT YOU
FEEL WOULD HELP IN THIS SURVEY:

Clear: "l sense a reaction against the groundswell of interest in the
large psittacines. We are about to see an ebbtide, I think. Finches and
softbills should come into their ownin the next few years. ) think NFS
has appeared at a propitious moment in avicultural history.”
D.Decoteau: | would like to see more hummingbird enthusiasts,
both in breeding and in the exhibition hall." Parlee: "What the
exhibitor feels is the most annoying traitfor a judge? | feel itisthathe
or she may not always appear to give each bird an equal chance. or
that the judge may not explain his decisions.” Warren: "Q: At which
stage of judging is the cage taken into consideration? A: When you
have two birds of equal merit and it shows the keenness of the
exhibitor.”
ok ook kR

O.K. I'hope the above has been of interest and educational. Perhaps
we can expand this survey to general membership (anyone who
would like to respond to any or all of the above questions?) Are there
cther questions you'd like to have included? Is there a specific NFS
member you'd like me to contact to answer these. or other questions?
Please write me with your answers, requests, or ideas!l

Nancy A.Reed
109 Stage Coach Rd. Windsor, CT 06095

NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
NEW MEMBERS, WE WELCOME YOU ! ! !

368 VAN FINEST ' ~ YDRBA LINGA, CA Y2406
369 GNELL MELDDY - BUSTIN, TX 78757
370 CDNWAY, KERRY - BLOONINGTEN, IN 41401
371 GOLBEN GATE AVIAN SOCIETY - LIVERMORE, CA 4550
J72 MEN EALAND FINCH ASSOC, - NORTHLOTE, AUCKLAND NI

573 CEMTRAL DHIO BIRD FANCIERS - NESTERVILLE, OH 43081
374 BUTCHTEL, NARY K. - LITTLETON, CO 80123
373 TRIBARELLI, ANTHONY - PHILADELPHIA, PA 19148
376 DUITNAN, SUSAN ~ AUSTIN, TX 78744
377 NITTEKING, MARY - SHINGLE 5PRINGS, CA 93482
378 NILWAUKEE BIRD SOCIETY - NILNAUKEE, NI 33121
379 RASNUSSDN, RaNOY L. - GEYERSVILLE, CA Fid4]
380 PAYNE, NARY - LIVERNDRE, LA P4550
381 NC CARTHY, CAROLYN - LDS ANGELES, LA 30025

382 CAPITOL CITY BIRD CLUD - RESCUE, CA 93672
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A lot’s being said about caged
bird nutrition. The truth is that
there are many opinions as to
what’s really needed.

Kaytee nutritional specialists
spent nearly five years searching
for the ideal premium formula.
We found that more nutrition was
needed in a top quality mix than
ordinarily available in seeds and
grains.

Added Nutritional Benefit

We developed a palatable, for-
tified Golden Granule concen-
trate packed full of extra
vitamins, minerals and amino
acids and added it to our special
blend of fresh grains, seeds and
other natural ingredients.

A Better Approach

Most manufacturers agree that
additional fortification is needed
in a premium mix. The truth is
that they can’t agree as to how it
should be added. .

oar;
2

I

There’s More

Than A Grain Of

Truth In
Kavytee

Forti-Diet*

Some pene-

trate nature’s
protective seed
hull barrier with a
fortified additive
which may reduce the
shelf-life and seed qual.

ity. Others merely coat the hulls

with fortification.. which winds
up at the bottom of the cage.

Forrification Penetrates

Protwctive Sewd Hul
Barmier — May Reduce
Shell-Lide and Qualiay.

Fortiication — Winds
Up Al Boitom Of Cage.

Kaytee’s palatable Golden
Granule concentrate is totally
consumable and doesn’t reduce
the shelf-life and seed gquality.
This means your birds are getting
the balanced diet and mutrition
they need, while you're getting all
the value you want.

Attend the
Kaytee Great
American Bird
) Show in Chicago
Octoher 2-4,
19861

KAYTEE PRODUCTS
INCORPORATED
Chilton. WI 53014
414-849.2321




NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY AFFILIATED CLUBS

CALIFORMIA
The Fresno Canary and Finch
Society.
Delegate: Graham Souther]and
Show: Oct. 31 - Mov. 2, 1984
Panel Judge: Joseph Krader
-Place: Wadera Cty. Fairgrounds
Reg. & Meeting, Nov. 1, 19Bé

Capitol City Bird Soriety
Delegate: Helen Caudle
Show: fOct. 17-19, 1984
Judge: Ray Johnson #E#

Place: Rusch Park, Citrus Hgts.

Golden Gate Avian Society
Delegate: Mary Payne

Show: Nov. 7-9, 19B4

Panel Judge: Brian Manderich
Place: Alameda Fairgrounds

The Aviary Assoc. of Kern Cty.
Delegate: Hal Koont:

Show: Noveaber 15, 1986

Panel Judge: Hal Koont:z

Place: Kern Cty. Fairgrounds
Hall of Flowers.

{OLORADD
Colorado Cage Bird Club
Belegate: Martha Migmore
Show: October 11, 19Bé
Judqge:
Place: Springs Mall

Rocky MWt. Society of Aviculture
Delegate: Martha Nigmore

Show: Dctober 25, 19B&

Panel Judge: Paul Nilliaws
Place: Continental lnn, Denver
Reg. 5 Meeting, Oct. 25, 19Bb

CORNECTICUT

The Lonn. Asspc. for Aviculture
Delegate: Jerry D’Agata

Show: fictober 295, 19B4

Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert
Place: VYet. Memorial Bldg.

E. Hartford, CT.

Reg. 1 Meeting, Qct. 23, 1986

FLERI1DA
Bold Coast Exotic Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Karl Kline
Show: (ictober 25, 1984
Panel Judge: Williaa Parlee
Place: Anacapri lon, Ft. Lauderdale
Req. 2 Weeting, Det 23, 19Bé

Gtr. Miami Avicultural Society
Delegate: Hector Ugalde
Bird Fair this year.

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society

Detegate: Aan Hurst

Show: Dctober 11, 19B4

Judge: Ray Johnson

Placer Sheraton, leternational
Inn, Orlando, FL

GEDRE14

the Georgia Cage Bird Socisty
Belegate: Cecil Hunby

Show: November 1, 19B4

Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau

ILLINDIS

btr. Chicago Cage Bird Club
Belegate: Charles Anchor
Show: October 2-4, 1984
Panel Judge: A.E.(Qecateau
Placer Ramada ('Hare
Rosesont, 111. (GABS)

Reg- 3 Meeting



Kaytee Breat Americwn Cage The Mass. Cage Bird fAssoc.

ird Show. Oelegate: Harvey Geleqate: Shirley Eaton

Seith. Date: Oct. 2-4, 1984 Show: October 18, 1986

Conjunction with Chicago Shom. Panel Judge: Nilliwe Parjee '
Place: Reed Hall, Xingston, Na.

LNB1ANA _ kestern New England Lage Bird
Indiwna Bird Fanciers Society.
Oelegate: Val Clear Gelegate: Charles Giaguinta

Show: October 11, 1984
dudge: Nayne Thomann ¥#4
Plare: Ft. Nayne, IN

Show: Moveaber B, 1984
Panel Judge: Nilliam Parlee
Place: Christ the King Church

LBUS1ANA KICHIGAN

Bulf South Bird Club lInc, Wid-West Canary and Cage Bird
belegate: Evon Kruse Society.

Show: October 18, 1984 Delegate: Mary Kaszyca
Panel lugqe: Oaren Decoteau Show: Dctober 3-4, 1984

Place: Clarion Hotel, N.B.. La. Judge: Charles Kruger #x¥

Place: Haliday Inn, Southfield
NARYLANE

Baltiwore 8ird Fanciers Inc. NINNESBTA
belegate: Brenda Geesey
Show: October 18, 1984

Judge: Roddy Gable t#

Place: Essex, WO

Ninnesota Cage Bird Socisty
Delegate: NXicheal Bronson
Show: October 11, 1984
Panel Judge: Nilliam Parlee

Place: Knollwood, Ni olis
The Naryland Cage Bird Assoc, od, Ninnewp

Gelegate: Dallas Johnson
Shaw: Novewber 8, 198&

Fanel Judge: Daren Becoteau K1550LR1 o
Conjunction with Cent.Pa,Show The Kansas City Avicultural
Place: Quality inn, York, Pa. Socisty.
belegate: Earl Lourts
NASSACHUSETTS Show: Gctober 18, 1984

The Boston Cockatiel Society
Delegate: Roger ©'Connell
Show: September 27, 1984
Panel Judge: Jerry D'Agata
Place: Neston Town Hall.

The Boston Society for
Aviculture Inc,

Deleqate: Roger O'Connall
No Show this year.

Judge: Or.Roger Harlan #¥¢
Place; Ho Jo’s, lndependence

Nissouri Cage 8ird Club
Delegate: Tow Rood

Show: Novewber 13-4, 1984
Panel Judge: William Parlee
Lonjunction with National
Cwge Bird Show.



The National Cage Bird Show
Shom: Navesher 13-16, 1986
Finch Divisipn

Panel Judge: Hilliam Pirlee
Place: Adams Hark Hotel

5t, Louis, Ho.

The Hational Finch Saciety
National Shon

Shom: Hoveaber 13-14, {9B&
Conjunction nith Hational
€age Bird Show, St. Louis.

NEBRASKA
The Gtr. Omaha Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Nayne Eichelberger
Shon: Noveaher B, 19Bé
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor
Reg. 4 Meeting

NEN HAHPSRIRE
Birds of a Feather
Avicultural Society
Delegate: Larry Brandt
No show this year.

The Hew Hampshire Avicultural
Society

Delegate: Ken Akey

Show: OQctober 11, 1985
Panel Judge: Al Decoteau

NEN YORK
The Astoria Bird Club
Delegate: Alex Grivas
Show: Hovember |, 19B5
Panel Judge: Kelly Dahill
Place: An.Legion, Heapstead

HORTH CAROL 1HA
The Charlotte Hetrolina Cage
Bird Society,
Delegate: Patricia Gibson
Show: Septeaber 13, 1984
Panel Judge: A.E. Decoteau
Place: Holiday lmn - 177

Charlotte, NC

OHL0
Central Ohip Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Kevin Resch
Show: Oct. 17-18, 1984
Panel Judge: Dr. Val Clear

Place: Radisson Hotel, Columbus

OLKAHDHA
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Delegate: Gepe Hiller
Show: October 25, 198h
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor
Place: Camelot Hotel, Tulsa.

PENHSYLVAH1A
The Central Pennsylvania
Cage Bird Society.
Delegate: Hilliaa Lualey
Show: Noveaber B, 1984
Conjunction with Haryland
Cage Bird Assoc,

NISCOHSIN
Hilwaukee Bird Society
Delegate: Bernard Knuth
Show: Nov, 21-22, 198
Panel Judge: A.E. Decoteau
Place: Ramada Sands, Hilnaukee

The Nisconsin Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Hary Iuidema
Shon: Sept. 24-27, 1984
Judge: Ron Philip ##2
Place: Travelers Inn,

Fond du lac, NI

INTERHAT 1 ONAL
Hew lealand Finch Breeders
fissociation.
Delegate: Valerie Hughes

k2 Hon-accredited judge (no points)



ARMY 'S AVIARY RUSS A. ARMITAGE. JR.

345 BOSTON ROAD
MIODLETOWN, CT
(203) 234B6-5B75

BREEDER OF FINCHES MEMBER OF A.F
AND REDRUMF PARAKEETS C.A.F.A., N.F.S5.,



REGION 1 - Greater New England Cage Bird Show, Oct. 25,
1986. A1l bird show. NFS Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert.
The show will be held at the Veteran's Memorial Bldg.,
E. Hartford, CT. Special 10th Anniversary Show. For
information write: Russ Armitage Jr., 345 Boston Rd.,
Middletown, CT 06457.

REGION 2 - Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club, October 25, 1986.
A1l bird show. NFS Panel Judge: William G. Parlee.
The show will be held at the Anacapri Inn, Fort Laud-
erdale, Florida. For information write: Karl Kline,
9574 Saddlebrook Drive, Boca Raton, FL 33434.

REGION 3 - The Great American Bird Show. Oct. 2-4,
1986. This show offers cash prizes for Division
winners. Sponsored by The Greater Chicago Bird Club
and Kaytee Products. NFS Panel Judge will be Dr.
A.E. Decoteau. This is an all bird show. The show
will be held at the Ramada Inn, 0'Hare at Chicago's
0'Hare Airport. For further information contact:
Harvey Smith of Kaytee Products, P.0. Box 230 in
Chilton, WI 53014.

REGION 4 - There has been no request for a regional show
in this region.

REGION 5 - The Rocky Mountain Society for Aviculture Show.
October 25, 1986. NFS Panel Judge: Paul Williams.
The show is an all bird show and will be held at the
Continental Inn in Denver, Colorado. For more info
see the paid ad elsewhere in this issue.

REGION 6 - The Fresno Canary and Finch Club Show.
The show will be held at the Madera County Fairgrounds
in Fresno, California. The show will take place on
October 31 - November 2, 1986, NFS Panel Judge will
be Joseph Krader. For more info write: Graham South-
erland, 2029 North Katy Lane, Fresno, CA 93711.

REGIONAL SHOWS are generally larger shows and wins at
these shows wlll carry a higher point count. NFS
Regional Rosettes are awarded in addition to other
awards normally offered. Regional NFS membership
meetings are also held at these shows.



Rocky Mountain Society
Of Aviculture

* H &
Dresents Our

24th Annual Bird Show

At The

Continental Iun
DENVER. COLORADO

October 25th 1986

Judges
Bonnie Williams ................ Canaries
Linda Rubin ........ Cockatiels & Foreign
Wally Loeke ............. English Budgies
Fonda Coliins ........ American Budgies
Paul Wifliams .......... Finches & Softbills
Danland ...................... Lovebirds
TR K

For Information Comtact:

Tim Murphy - Show Manager Tom Pickens - Secretary
7722 W. Geddes PI. 2150 Willow Lane
Littleton, CO 80123 Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 979-3991 (303) 233-0387

m




BREEDING THE SHAFTTAIL
By Hal M. Koontz

The Shafttail finch in good condition is one of the most beautiful and
mostimpressive of all the Australian finches. Itis also one of the most
common of the Australian finches. The Shafttail is well established in
the United States and should be available for purchase in most parts
of the United States. Because the Shafttail is a fairly good breeder, it
is anideal birdfor the beginner. Itis also one of the least expensive of
the Austraiian finches.

A description of a bird never does justice to its beauty. You really
must see the bird to appreciate how the colors and patterns fit
together 10 make it a beautiful bird. Nevertheless, | will attempt here
to describe the Shaftail. (the drawing by Wanda Deacon will help you
invision Hal's description.) The Shafttail has a gray head and neck
and a brownish back and wings. #ts distinctive characteristics are a
black bib on its throat and chest, its yellow or red beak and its very
long tail (from which it gets its name). The tail is black with two long
shafts which extend beyond the other tail feathers several inches.
The yellow beaked variety is what the English call the "Shatttail” and
the Australians call the "Longtail. The red beaked variety is usually
called "Heck’'s Grassfinch. The two varieties will readily interbreed
and you can find examples of beak colors varying in color from
yellow through orange 1o red. The Shafttail has a pinkish fawn
underside, a white rump, red feetand legs, and brown eyes. Thereare
two color mutations that | am famitiar with: the Fawn Shafttait and the
White Shafttail. The Fawn is a light brown color and the White is a
white bird. | find the fawn 1o be a very attractive bird.

From what | have read, captive Shafitails do nothave tails as long as
feral Australian Shafttails. Still, | have seen several Shafttails with
extremelylong tails. These birds, if in good condition, do very well in
shows. | have seen several show won by nice Shafttails. Shafttails
generally stay in good condition most of the year. The Shaftiail is in
the Poephila family along with the Masked Grassfinch and the
Parson finch. t will try to point out some differences and similarities
between these other members of the Poephila family in this article.

The Shafttail is a peaceful bird and does well ina mixed collection of
finches. | would put the Shafttail in the middle between the Parson
finch and the Masked Grassfinch in terms of aggressiveness. (The
Masked is the least aggressive and the Parson is the most aggres-
sive.} | have had a few male Shafttails pick the necks of hens but this
has occurred rarely. Shaftiails usually hold their own in disputes with
larger bodied Diamond Sparrows or Gouldians. | have found Shaft-
tails to be hardy and they take our temperature extremes of 25 - 115
degrees without any problem.



The Shaftiail has an interesting head bobbing characteristic. Whena
Shafitail approaches another Shafttail, it will greet the other bird by
very quickly stretching and contracting its neck. | have noticed this
bobbing mainly when two Shafttails are coming in contact with each
other and not when birds of another speciesare involved. It has been
suggested that this behavior is an appeasement gesture to show each
other that no aggression is intended. Shafitails have several calls,
One that lets me identify the species is a fairly loud single syilable
identity call which fasts for 2 to 3 seconds. It is pleasant to hear even
though it sounds a little bit sad to my ears.

Sexing Shafttails is tairly ditficuit as it also is with the Parson and
Masked. | sex them by looking at the width of the black bib. A male
tends to have a wider and larger bib while a female tends to have a
narrower and smaller bib. There always are a number ot birds in the
middle which are too close to calt. | pair them up to the best of my
ability and then modity this {if necessary) when | observe their
behavior. | am never really sure until | see fertile eggs.

My Shafttails almost exclusively use nest boxes. Only 1 pair in
probabty 100 used a nest site other than a box {itwas a tumbteweed).
The type of box that they preter is the Gouldian nest bhox with the
front porch. They do not build their nest inside the box; they build
their nest onthe porch. Inessenceitisa totally opennestboxintront
{as opposed to the half open nest boxes}. A close second favorite box
is the standard 5" cube with a round entrance hole.

Shafttails generally lay 5 eggs with tairly good fertility. | have had
some pairs that laid intertile eggs and it has notbeen as infrequent as
I would wish. It you get a good compatible pair together, every egg
should be fertile. The Masked has given me less problems with
tertility. Shatttails make average parents. | again have had some pairs
that would not teed their babies or would toss them out of the nest.
And I have had some pairs that would only rear 2 babies out ot the 4 or
5 that hatched. On the other hand, some pairs can be excellent
breeders and turn out 4 babies per nest for several nests.

The Shaftiail nestis made ot grassand is located as high as possible,
My Shafttails roostin a box at night even when they are not breeding.
t rarely see them roosting on a perch when there is a nest box
avialable to them. There is no particlular time ot year when my
Shafttails breed. | generally have a couple pairs breeding at all times
during the year. Shafttails are suitable for aviaries or flight cages. |
know of people who have bred them in cages although | have never
tried this. Shafttails seem to have a tight pair bond which could
explain some ot the trouble in getting compatible pairs. Individual
birds frequently refuse to pair up and this is critical for breeding
success. The secret may be to purchase young birds wheih have
never been bred and 1o pair them up carefully the tirst time.

This column is designed in part to answer your gquestions on
Austraiian finches. If you'have any such questions, please send them
to me at 2604 Auburn Court, Bakersfield, CA 93396,



Since 1948
Petaminehas
been the bird food

of champions.
Scientifically formulated,
nutritionally balanced and
university tested, Peta-
mine is a mixture of natu-
ral seeds and includes all
the essential vitamins and
minerais to help you breed
better birds.

Canaries, parakeets,
finches, parrots, cockatiels
and love birds will be health-
ier, stronger ang more vig-
Qrous with a daily diet of
Petamine.

Petamine promotes bril-
liant, colorful plummage,
stimulates song and makes

birds produce more
fertale hatchable eggas.

i Petamine Dy
Kellogg is
available in
50z, 21b,
S5ib., 101b.
ang 25 Ib.
packages.

moulting faster andeasier.  Call or write for the dealer

It will even heip
your adult

nearest you.

Kellogg Inc.

Seeds & Suppiies
322 East Aorida Street @ Mihwaukee, WisConan 53201 @ (414! 2760373
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Parlee

PANEL JUDGE

CAST HARTFORD, CT. 06108
203-528- 1454




ZEBRA FINCHES PART 11
By Bill Parlee

In part two of this article we shall discuss setting up the aviary,
preparations for breeding, diets, and some of the mutations we may
wish to breed. Part one of the article was printed in the NFS Bulletin,
May/June issue.

In setting up our aviary we may wish to consider the ease of which it
can be maintained. You may wish to hang or shelf your cages.
Whichever you decide on, be sure the cages are uniform and ali
positioned on the same level. Having uniform cages arranged in even
lines will greatly aid in your feeding and cleaning routines. When
you're organized, you are least likely to forget or miss a cage because
of the confusion of your aviary setup.

When setting the cages up, be sure you leave enough room to add
nest boxes on either side or the front {depends on type of cage you
are using). Bearin mind that when placing cages above one another,
encugh room must be left between the cages for proper distribution
of artificial or avialable light. Sitting cages on top of each other
generally does not work out well. This causes difficulty in cieaning.
and seldom allows in enough light for a successful breeding
experience.

To aid you in your daily feeding routine, | suggest that you buy or
build a roll around cart. This cart can hold your seed buckets and
other food stuffs. | use old doughnut filling buckets. These can
generally be gotten for free or at reasonable cost at your local
doughnut shop. When you get the buckets home. wash them out with
dish cleaning scap. After this has been done. add a cup of bleach and
fillthe bucket with hot water. Letthem set foran hourorscand rinse
them thoroughly. You now have a sanitized bucket for aviary use.

In my aviary | have a small refrigerator in which | keep my
perishables: greens, corn, and fruits that | witl use to supplement my
birds diet. On my cart, along with the seed buckets, | have space fora
cutting board. | also keep a coupie of coffee cans for tools, parts and
pieces that | frequently find use for in my daily chores. My cart s large
enough to house the buckets, cutting board, and enough room to lay
out my miliet sprays and other foods ! will be feeding. | also hang a
bucket off the side for the disposition of waste materials. The cart
measures 48" x 18" on one level only. i a cart of this size is too
cumbersome for the area in which you are working, a smaller cart
with two levels will serve you well.



Zebra Finch (Poephita grdlala castunotis)

drawing by George Noreen

When setting up your breegers. the type otcage wiil generally dictate
the way in which your birds will be watered and ted. f you have a
choice. frontfeeders and waterers will make yourjob easier. The less
you have to go into the cage the better. You may wish to use water
bottles or tubes. For some reason or other | use bottles with my
Cockatiels and Australian Parakeets, but use tubes for my Finches
and Budgies. | would suppose that bottles would be best all around.
Please keep in mind that ali small birds will drink from a tube waterer,
but bottles sometimes take some training for some birds. If you have
a question. use both until you are sure the birds are drinking from the
bottles. :

I'find in the tood department that my Zebras eat more white Millet and
iess of the other smaller Millets in the seed mix. It therefore follows
that the more expensive finch mixes are probably a waste of money.
Again, | use the front loaded seed cups that can be changed from the
outside of the cage.

It your going to start breeding with several pairs you'llwantto havea
large selection of nests available. | use wicker nests. The hooded
variety will generally be most successiul. t also use finch hoxes and
the cone variety of wicker nests. Some of your pairs will use one type.
whereas another pair may not give that same type of nest a second
glance. This is why we oler a selection of nest types.



Most breeders | speak to seem to have the best luck with boxes,
although as | said, hooded nests have been most successful for me.
Some breeders who are coleny raising their finches in aviaries use
hollow gourds, tumbleweeds, or just throw a bunch of materials on
the floor of the aviary and let the finches build their own nests.

Many materials can be offered as nest liners. | used to use old blue
jeans. | would cut the jeans into squares and pull the threads apart.
Once | had a fair amount of string | would place it on the floer of the
cage. Usually by the next moring it would be ali gone; stuffed into the
nests.

For the past couple of years | have been using hay cob or dried alfalfa,
which is readily used by my Zebras. My Gouldians love it for making
their nests in boxes. All of this takes care of the utilities for breeding.
Now all you have to do is to administer a good nutritional program for
your birds.

Good nutrition for the Zebra is a relatively simple problem to solve.
Here is my program: | of course feed and water daily. In addition to
my seed mix. | keep a fresh millet spray in the cage at all times.
Petamine conditioning food is fed the year round. although the birds
eat at least twice as much of this egg rich food while teeding babies.

On alternating days | give cne half of a hard-boiled egg along with
greens and fresh corn orif notavailable | will use canned corn. | have
found that if you shave the tips of the fresh corn kernels with a sharp
knife your Zebras will eat more of the corn. Of course. | keep a fresh
cuttlebone in the cage. Shortly before a clutch is laid. you will notice
the hen devouring the cuttlebone which she uses for the preduction
of the egqg shells.

{For further information on Finch Nutrition, see these NFS articles:
Dietary comments. General Nutrition, Pariee, Sept/Oct 85 - Millet
Sprays, Pariee. Nov/Dec 85 - and Vitamins and other Supplements.
Parlee, Jan/Feb 1986.)

In The final part of this articie, Part Ill, we will discuss the actual
breeding of your Zebras and the rearing of the young. We will also
discuss Zebra genetics.

EDITOR'S NOTE: In the above article, back issues of the NFS
Bulletin are mentioned - To obtain back issues, see the back issue
order form, found elsewhere in this issue. Other NFS information on
Zebra Finches can be found in these articles: Zebra Finches, Val
Clear, Nov/Dec 85: Zebra Finch Standard. NFS. Sept. 84; and Zebra
Finch, Part 1. Parlee, May/June 1988.



Yes, count me as a member of the

American Federation of Aviculture
P.O. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, California 90278

THE WATUHBIRD IS THE OFFICIAL Br MOWNTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE AFA. A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Plaase accept my applicalion for membershlp in the American Federation of Avicullure.
Send me 6 issues (1 year) of the a.f.a. WATCHBIRD magazine, and a membership card
which entitles me to all the rights and privileges of AFA membership.

Check membership calegory desired: . NEWQO RENEWAL O3
Individual $20/year Supporting $35/year O Sustalning $50/year [
Commercial $100/year, includes listing in WATCHBIRD [

FOREIGN MEMBERS: Add $8/year in U.S. Funds. First class rates available on request.
My check is enclosed for the amount of §

Name
Address
City __ State Zip
Piease allow 60-90 days lor
velivery ol your hrst 1ssue Telephone ( }
AREA
NFS BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM
name —_— em e m s m o a e e e m—— o 4 mw e R e e e e w1
address___‘_______L____*‘_Lcity___ st _zip

Mail request to Russ Armitage, 345 Boston Rd. Middletown,
Ct. 06457

PLEASE CIRCLE THE COPIES NEEDED BULLETINS ARE $1.30 EACH
JUDGES HANDBOOK AND SHOM
CATALOBS ARE $2.00 EACH.

1984 APRIL 1984 JuLy

1984 OCTOBER 1984 CATALDG 1985 JAN/FES.
1985 MAR/APR, 1983 MAY/)UNE 1985 JULY/ALIE.
1985 SEPT/OCT, 985 NOV/DEC. 1986 JAN/FES.

JUBGES HANBOOK 1983 CATALOG



NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
EXHIBITION PDINTS SCHEDLLE

THE FOLLOWING 15 AN EXPLANATION OF THE MATIDWAL FimCh SOCIETY POINGZ

SYSTEM. @S YOU CAN SEE, THE SYSTER HAS DEEN CHANGED FAOM THAT DF PREVIUS

YEARS. TNIS SYSTE® WAS ALEVIATED THE PITFALLS DF THE OLD SYSTEM, AND MORE

EVENLY DISTRIGUTES POINTS BASED ON THE SIIE IF ENTRIES. M TO THIE

CHAMGE [N POINTAGE, THE TOTALS WEEDED FOR CHAMPIONGHIP ETHBITOR AND

EINIDITOR EXCELLENCE AuMRDS HAVE ALSD CHANGED.

CHAMPIONSHIP EXHIBITOR EXHIBITOR EXCELLENCE

40 POINTS 1IN ONE YEAR 200 ACCUMULATED FPTS.
POINTE SCHEDULE

Nusber of {inches
it & show Best 2nd 3rd 4th SEM bR TEh Bth Mh LOth

2 3 2 I r @ 1 r r - 1
e o+ 3 T L o 1 1 x ¥ %

[T 2 L 1 [ I S S D D S | (O

-y 7 4 5 4 3 2 I 1 1 1
-1 8 AN T DU N S S TR SR |
a0 P 7 & 5 4 3 2 1L oy
wr k r 0 7T & F 4 3 2 I
i00-1t% 11 1w 9 ] H [ H L] 1 2
[¢-139 1z 1 0¥ WO & 3 4 ]
L40-13% 1T 1z 11 10 % H 7 $ 4
Over 160 14 13 12 11 i ¥ ] ? b 3
The nusber of points te be amerded for 2 win, [st throuph i0th are Yistec
under the place. Follow tha entry size Line for the nusher of {rnches
shown at the particular show over to the piace which you have wos. The
points shown under that place are the points yeu have recieved for that
xif.
Remeszer, regardiess of the size of the entry. 17 the shom 1s 00 beang
setged by ¢ WES Pane. dutge, there mil. be n0 pounts dwirdes. Ter clut
whvolved ooes Aot mecessarily Raer to be an afi:liate of WS, but the

JUSgE £t be @ pane! judge for cornts te cownt. Plagues snd Rosettes
froa the Mat:onl Frazy Society dre oniy smardes af W5 affiliated shows.



1985 BANDS
FOR SHIPHENT ON
DEC. 2, 19&%

IHE STANDARD NFS LEG BANDS FOR MEMDERS ONLY
Bands are available 1n standard NFS color of the year only

Sure {or Cost
] saalier Naxtills, ang Owl Finches ‘
] Cordon Bleu, Firefinch, and Lavender Finch
C ]l e | e
D | Chestnut Breasted, Yellow Ruaped, Pectoralis | OROERED
E Society Finches, Nuas, Firetails, biamsonds IN LDTS OF
6 Llarger dasbills and Canaries 10 BANDS AT
! ! Yorkshires, Norwich, Pekin Robins, etc. #.23
K lava Rice Birds, Indian Shaaa, etc. PER LOT

. L ' Quail, Doves, and ather soétbills

NES bands .‘L be ordered n lots of IO bands, consecutively nushered at
1.25 per each lot. $1.00 shippinﬂ and handiing should be included wth
tach order, whether 10 or 100 bands are belng ordered. Bands will be
Shlpﬁ!d gltﬂln 30 days of receipt of your order, although most orders will
be shipp®d the same week as recerved. There is a0 calor rhoice. The
standard NFS color of the year will be used. Each band will have stasped:
*NFS*, the band size code, year and ausber. Al} nusbers will be regorded
by the NFS band secretary for peraanent record.

T0: NFS BAND SECRETARY, C/0 Russ Aramitage, 345 Baston Road, Mideletown,

CT. 04437, Payable to NFS. Flease send ae the following bands. (Use
aultiples of L0 only.}

LT Ty o i T Y s i Yy O Vv N Vi M W |
lotal nuaber of 10 units () x £.25 per unit + 1.00 shipping =l }

If you will need 1986 bands, please order now
as supplies are running short. . . '



VOLUNTARY BIRD CENSUS. . . . Finches & Softbills only

Common Name # in flock Breeding Babies sometimes
Success available

If common name is not available use scientific name.

This is in answer to many members regquest for census

or breeders listing information. This is entirely
voluntary, this info will not be published in regard

to breeders' names or addresses and will be computer-
ized at the NFS. If you are willing to trade information
with other breeders please check here

If you wish this info for statistical info only, check
here /7. Send this census to NFS c/o Jerry D'Agata

109 Seymour St. Windsor, T 06108.

Breeder Name
Address

Phone No. { ) -

The phone number jis the only way a breeder will be able
to contact another breeder. If the breeder involved
wishes to give address etc., he may do so at his option.
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BIRD SHOW

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
OCTOBER 2-4, 1986

TO ALL NFS MEMEERS;

Russ Armitage Jr. and myself wish to invite you to participate
in the first ever GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOW. This unigue new
show 1s sponsored this year by Kaytee Froducts and the Greater
Chicago Bird Club. Russ and [ have been honored this year to
serve on this new shows Advisory Board.

We both can speak first hand in telling you that you will not
want to miss this show. Through the vision of Harvey Smith
of Kaytee, this show will be different from any show you have
attended. He, Kaytee, and the Greater Chicago club have some
truly great events planned for you.

The show will be 1ike most any other show in so far as the
exhibition portion is concerned, except that substancial cash
awards will be offered for the Best in Show as well as Division-
al winners. The show should bring out the best exhibitors and
offer good competition.

in addition to the bird exhibition several seminars are planned
as well as a talking bird contest. PIJAC will conduct a confer-
ence, and the Chicago club will stage on of the country’s largest
raffles. National Specialty clubs such as the Mational Finch
Society will host national membership meetings during the show.

The NFS Panel Judge for this event 1s the popular Dr. Al Qeciteay.
The Best in Show judging will be completed by a panel of three
Judges. The Judges are Dr. David S. Quinn, Raymond Johnsom, and
chaired by William Parlee.

Registration of entries will start at Noon on Thursday, Oct. Zna,
and ¢lose at 9 a.m. Friday morning. The awards banguet on Satyr-
day evening will highlight AFA President Jerry Jennings as the
Keynote speaker. We hope 1o see you at the show!

in Parlee
GABS Advisory Board

Best re ard1,

SHOW HEADQUARTERS: PC. BOX 23, CHILTON, W1 5303 (4141 849.2327



