


T v i u Beaks® A y i a r y ' s ^erB SaCacC^ is a 100% o r g a n i c 
pesticide-free a v i a n p r o d u c t / o r a l l b i r d s p e c i e s . It contains the leaves 
roots and bark of the plants and grasses that animals in the w i l d use to 
supplement diet, cure disease, eliminate parasites, and relieve pain. 

U n l i k e m e d i c a t i o n . H e r b S a l a d 
works by prevention. It provides 
y o u r b i r d s w i t h the m e a n s to 
c o m b a t d e f i c i e n c i e s before they 
become a danger to their health. 
I n v a l u a b l e t o t h e b i r d k e e p e r is 
his b i r d ' s ability to instinctively 
s e l f - m e d i c a t e before d i s p l a y i n g 
the c h a n g e d b e h a v i o r that first 
a l e r t s u s to a h e a l t h c o n c e r n . 
B e n e f i c i a l t o b o t h h e a l t h y a n d 
a i l i n g b i r d s . H e r b S a l a d c a n 
strengthen the i m m u n e s y s t e m 
and help repair damaged organs. 

The O R I G I N . M and O N L Y 

J-[er6 SaCadr 

" Y o u r p r o d u c t is 
by far the best 
o n the m a r k e t . " 

-Rose S. 

" M y b i r d s l o v e i t ! " - W i l l i a m W. 

" W e c o n s i d e r H e r b S a l a d e s s e n t i a l 
t o o u r f e e d i n g p r o g r a m . " T w i n 
Beaks A v i a r y began u s i n g H e r b 
Salad in 1989. Increased breeding 
s u c c e s s , m i n i m i z e d use of m e d s 
a n d l o w e r i n c i d e n c e s of i l l n e s s 
is a testament to its effectiveness. 

" W e p r o m i s e f r e s h n e s s a n d cpdality i n 
a l l of o u r p r o d u c t s a n d back it w i t h a 
1 0 0 % S a t i s f a c t i o n G u a r a n t e e . " 
To locate a dealer in your area, or 
request a free sample, please visit 
us at www .hvinbeaksaviaiy .com. 

Twin Beaks Aviary PO Box 365 Gratiot, \VI 53541 608-%8-1311 sales@twinbeaksaviary.coin 



M a z u r i 
T h e E x o t i c A n i m a l F e e d i n g R e s o u r c e 

R U 
O U R A N I M A L K I N G D O M 

We know exotics rule. In the grand scheme of things, 
we produce more food for more exotic animals than 
any other company in the world. 

'MAZURI* BIRD DIETS: 
• Natural Vitamin E and mixed tocopherols for preservation 
• Complete and balanced nutrition with 

no artificial colors or flavors 
• Color enhancers for brightly-colored plumage 
• Each bag is date coded for guaranteed freshness 

and is produced in the United S u t e s 

So for healthy birds and greater peace of mind, trust Mazur i* products. 

MAZURI* BIRD DIETS: 
Small Bird Maintenance 

Small Bird Breeder 
Parrot Maintenance 

Parrot Breeder 
ZuLiFe" Soft-Bill Diet 

ZuLiFc-BirdCcI 

Take a walk on the wild side and visit us at 

w i v i v . y M a z u r i . c o m 
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N F S S Mission Statement 
T h e N o t i o n a l F i n c h & S o f t b i l l S o c i e t y i s d e d i c a t e d t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e e n j o y 
m e n t o f k e e p i n g a n d b r e e d i n g F i n c h e s a n d S o f t b i l l s t o o i l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s , e n h a n c e 
t h e k n o w l e d g e o f o u r m e m b e r s i n k e e p i n g o n d c o r e o f t h e s e b i r d s , e n c o u r a g e 
b r e e d i n g p r o g r a m s , a n d c o o p e r a t e w i t h o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f o v i -
c u l t u r e i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 
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Presidents Message 

Early Identification of Gouldian Mutations 
A g u i d e t o i d e n t i f y i n g G o u l d i a n M u t a t i o n s 

i n t f i e n e s t 

Strawberry Finches 

NFSS 2011 Affiliated Clubs/Events 

NFSS 2011 Pone! of Judges 

The 2011 NFSS 

Boord of Directors & Appointed Officers 

NFSS is p r o u d to af f i l ia te w i t h : 

The A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of A v i c u l t u r e • w w w . a f a b i r d s . o r g 

The A v i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y of A m e r i c a • w w w . a s a b i r d s . o r g 

The N a t i o n a l A n i m a l Interest A l l i a n c e • w w w . n a i a o n l i n e . o r g 

www.nfss.org 
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- ^ r e s i d e n t ' s M e s s a g e 

L i X r / 

AS w e a p p r o a c h t h e N C B S 2 0 1 1 N o t i o n a l C a g e B i r d S h o w , ( K a n s a s 
C i t y M i s s o u r i , T h u r s d a y N o v e m b e r 1 7 t h r u S a t u r d a y N o v e m b e r 1 9 , 
2 0 1 1 ) h t t p : / / v A v w . n c b s . 0 r 9 / a n n u a l _ s h 0 w . h t m I ' m r e m i n d e d t h a t a s 
m u c h a s t h i s i s a b o u t b i r d s i t a l s o a b o u t p e o p l e w h o s h o r e a p a s 
s i o n f o r b i r d s . I ' m l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g s o m e o f y o u a g a i n a n d 

h o p e f u l l y m a n y N F S S m e m b e r s f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e . T h e r e i s n o b e t t e r p l a c e t o m e e t 
f i n c h b r e e d e r s f r o m a c r o s s t h e c o u n t y t h a n a t a N o t i o n a l S h o w . T h i s y e a r i n K a n s a s 
C i t y w e w i l l p r e s e n t t h e v e r y f i r s t N F S S N A T I O N A L A V I C U L T U R I S T R E C O G N I T I O N 
A V Y A R D a n d s p e n d t h r e e d a y s w h e r e t h e d i s t r a c t i o n s a r e b i r d s , b i r d p e o p l e a n d 
m o r e b i r d s . P l e a s e j o i n u s i f y o u c o n ! 

T h e r e w i l l b e s o m e s i g n i f i c a n t c h a n g e s i n t h e N F S S i n t h e n e x t c o u p l e o f m o n t h s . 
O u r J o u r n a l E d i t o r T o m K e e g a n w h o i s a l s o 2 n d V P - P u b l i c a t i o n s h a s a s k e d t h a t w e 
b e g i n a s e a r c h f o r a n e w E d i t o r t o t a k e o v e r a s E d i t o r b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e J a n u a r y / 
F e b u a r y 2 0 1 2 J o u r n a l . T o m h a s o f f e r e d t o m o k e t h e t r a n s i t i o n a s p a i n f r e e a s p o s 
s i b l e b u t l e a v e s a v e r y l a r g e p a i r o f s h o e s t o f i l l . I w o n t t o t h a n k T o m f o r m a k i n g t h e 
J o u r n a l a f i r s t c l a s s p u b l i c a t i o n d u r i n g h i s t e n u r e a s e d i t o r . W e ' l l m i s s h i m . P l e a s e 
c o n t a c t e i t h e r T o m K e e g a n o r m y s e l f i f y o u o r e i n t e r e s t e d i n e d i t i n g t h e J o u r n a l . 
W e ' r e w o r k i n g t o m o k e t h i s a s m o o t h t r a n s i t i o n . 

T o m w a s t h e p u s h b e h i n d t h e N F S S e f f o r t t o r a i s e f u n d s i n s u p p o r t o f t h e S a v e t h e 
G o u l d i a n F u n d S T G F . T h e B O D a g r e e d t o m a t c h t h e f i r s t $ 1 0 o f m e m b e r c o n t r i b u 
t i o n s o f $ 1 0 o r m o r e a n d h a s t o d o t e c o l l e c t e d $ 5 5 3 . 4 0 i n m e m b e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
w i t h t w o m o n t h s r e m a i n i n g i n t h e p r o g r a m . W e ' l l b e c u t t i n g a c h e c k f o r o v e r $ 1 0 0 0 
d o l l a r s t o t h e S T G F a s t h e y e a r e n d s . If y o u h a v e n ' t c o n t r i b u t e d p l e a s e t a k e a l o o k 
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a t t h e S T G F l i n k o n o u r w e b p a g e h t t p : / / n f s s . o r g / a n d j o i n t h e e f f o r t t o p r o m o t e t h e 

r e c o v e r y o f t h e w i l d G o u l d i a n . 

S e e y o u i n K a n s a s C i t y . 

Respectfully, 

J o h n W i l s o n 

P r e s i d e n t 

The Foreign Bird League 

The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in The UK 
Founded 1932 

O v e r s e a s m e m b e r s t i i p 2 0 1 0 £18.00 ( t o b e p a i d i n s t e r l i n g ) 

Please visit our website to download a membership form and 
check on the latest membership fees. 

www.fforeignbirdieague.com 
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A N N O U N C I N G . . . 

sIFSS Fund Raiser for the 
Save the Gouldian Fund! 

www.savethegouldian.org 

MAKE YOUR DONATION OF $10 OR MORE ONLINE AT NFSS.ORG 
AND SAVE THE GOULDIAN FUND WILL RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL GIFT 

FROM NFSS! 

R e c e n t e s t i m a t e s s u g g e s t t h a t l e s s t h a n 2 5 0 0 G o u l d i a n f i n c h e s r e m a i n i n t h e w i l d . 
T h e S a v e T h e G o u l d i a n F u n d w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 2 0 0 5 t o p r o m o t e a w a r e n e s s a n d 
f u n d v a l u a b l e r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e d e c l i n e o f t h e G o u l d i a n f i n c h , n o w e n d a n g e r e d i n 
t h e w i l d . 

T o a s s i s t i n t h i s g r e a t c o n s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t , N F S S w i l l d o n a t e $ 1 0 t o m a t c h y o u r d o n a 
t i o n o f $ 1 0 o r m o r e t o t h e S a v e t h e G o u l d i a n F u n d f o r t h e r e m a i n d e r o f 2 0 1 1 .* Y o u r 
d o n a t i o n w i l l h e l p S T G F c o n t i n u e i t s i m p o r t a n t c o n s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t s . 

S e e t h e S T G F w e b s i t e a t v A v w . s a v e t h e g o u l d i a n . o r g f o r d e t a i l s a b o u t t h i s r e m a r k 
a b l e p r o j e c t . 

*up to a maximum donation of $ 1000 in 20 / / 

Dona te O n l i n e Today a t NFSS.ORG! 
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EARLY I D E N T I F I C A T I O N O F 
G O U L D I A N M U T A T I O N S 

A g u i d e t o i d e n t i f y i n g G o u l d i a n M u t a t i o n s i n t h e n e s t 

b y T i f f a n y P a r k , NFSS M e m b e r s h i p Dii 

I g o t m y f i r s t p a i r o f G o u l d i a n f i n c h e s 
i n 2 0 0 6 - I w a s h o o k e d o n t h e v i b r a n t 
c o l o r s a n d t h e s i l l y c o u r t s h i p d a n c e . A t 
t h e t i m e , I h o d n o i n c l i n a t i o n t o b r e e d 
t h e b i r d s . L i t t l e d i d I k n o w t h i s w o u l d 
o i l c h a n g e w i t h i n a y e a r l I j o i n e d 
N F S S a n d a f e w o f t h e Y a h o o ! F o r u m s 
t o l e a r n m o r e a b o u t m y p u r c h a s e a n d 
w h e n I d i s c o v e r e d G o u l d i o n s c o m e i n 
m u l t i p l e m u t a t i o n s I w a s h o o k e d . I w a s 
f a s c i n a t e d w i t h t h e g e n e t i c s b e h i n d t h e 
m u t a t i o n s a n d t h i s i s w h a t p u s h e d m e 
i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f b r e e d i n g a n d t h u s 
e x p a n d i n g m y c o l l e c t i o n p o s t j u s t t w o 
b i r d s . W i t h t h e f i r s t m u t a t i o n p a i r i n g , 
t h e m o s t p u z z l i n g q u e s t i o n f o r m e w a s , 
" H o w c o n I d e t e r m i n e t h e m u t a t i o n s o f 
t h e b a b i e s I h o v e w h e n t h e y h a t c h ? Is i t 
e v e n p o s s i b l e ? " 

A t t h e t i m e , o n d t h i s w a s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
2 0 0 7 , I h a d a v e r y d i f f i c u l t t i m e l o c a t 
i n g i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t w o u l d h e l p m e t o 
i d e n t i f y a t o r s h o r t l y a f t e r h a t c h i n g , t h e 
p h e n o t y p e s o f t h e b a b i e s m y p a i r s p r o 
d u c e d . I f o u n d v e r y f e w p h o t o s o n l i n e 
o f m u t a t i o n s , a n d e v e n f e w e r t h a t w e n t 
i n t o d e t a i l r e g a r d i n g t h e p h e n o t y p i c 
c o l o r o f t h e b a b i e s . I c a n ' t s a y w h e t h e r 
t h i s i s s i m p l y b e c a u s e m o s t b r e e d e r s 
d o n ' t p h o t o g r a p h t h e i r c l u t c h e s o r i f 
I w a s s i m p l y n o t l o o k i n g i n t h e r i g h t 
p l a c e . F r o m t h e n o n , i t b e c a m e m y 
m i s s i o n ( o r o b s e s s i o n , r e a l l y ) t o p h o t o 
g r a p h v i r t u a l l y e v e r y s i n g l e c l u t c h f r o m 
t h e d a y t h e b a b i e s h a t c h e d u p u n t i l 
t h e y f l e d g e d . B y d o i n g s o , I b e g a n t o 
d i s c o v e r a n d d o c u m e n t s o m e u n i q u e 
i d e n t i f y i n g f e a t u r e s t h a t I r e a l i z e d m a y 

h e l p o t h e r s w h o m a y b e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
i d e n t i f y i n g m u t a t i o n s a t v a r i o u s s t a g e s 
o f d e v e l o p m e n t . 

A s G o u l d i a n c h i c k s m a t u r e , m u c h l i k e 
o t h e r o i t r l c i a i b i r d s , t h e y b e g i n t o d e v e l 
o p f e a t h e r s ( a s h o c k i n g r e v e l a t i o n , I ' m 
s u r e ! ) . T h i s i s g o i n g t o b e t h e f i r s t s t e p 
t o l e a r n i n g h o w t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e m u 
t a t i o n s . S u f f i c e i t t o s o y i t ' s n o t a l w a y s 
t h a t e a s y ; b u t y o u w i l l g e t o g o o d i d e a 
o f t h e a d u l t c o l o r s s i m p l y b y l o o k i n g a t 
t h e b a b i e s a s t h e y b e g i n t o f e a t h e r . 

It s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t , f o r t h e m o s t 
p o r t , h e a d a n d b r e a s t c o l o r i s n o t d e 
t e r m i n a b l e u n t i l m o l t i n g b e g i n s u n l e s s 
y o u h o v e o p a i r t h a t c o n o n l y p r o d u c e 
o p a r t i c u l a r h e a d o r b r e a s t c o l o r ( e . g . , 
t w o b l o c k h e a d e d b i r d s w i l l p r o d u c e a l l 
v i s u a l l y b l o c k h e a d e d o f f s p r i n g , a n d 
s i m i l a r l y , t w o w h i t e b r e a s t e d b i r d s w i l l 
o n l y p r o d u c e w h i t e b r e a s t e d o f f s p r i n g ) . 

S o m e t i m e s , s u b t l e d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e 
b r e a s t f e a t h e r s c o n h e l p i n d i c a t e t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n a p u r p l e b r e a s t e d 
a n d w h i t e o r a l i l a c b r e a s t e d b i r d , b u t 
t h i s c a n b e t r i c k y e s p e c i a l l y w h e n y o u 
a r e d e a l i n g w i t h d i f f e r e n t s e x e s . 

N o r m a l G o u l d i a n B a b i e s 

S i n c e m o s t p e o p l e s t a r t o f f b r e e d i n g 
w i l d c o l o r b i r d s , i d e n t i f y i n g n o r m a l 
c h i c k s i s a p r e t t y b a s i c s t o r t i n g p o i n t . 
N o r m a l b a b i e s a t h a t c h w i l l b e a f l e s h y 
c o l o r w i t h d o r k g r e y e y e s u n d e r t h e 
s k i n . T h e y h o v e d o r k b l o c k i n n e r m o u t h 
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m a r k i n g s ( g a p e m a r k i n g s ) a n d t h e o u t e r n o d u l e s o r e a p e a r l y b l u e c o l o r o u t l i n e d b y 
b l o c k . T h e c e n t e r n o d u l e s a r e y e l l o w . W h e n t h e y b e g i n t o f e a t h e r , t h e y w i l l h o v e o n 
a l l o v e r o l i v e g r e e n a p p e a r a n c e . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , m u t a t i o n s o r e b e s t c o m p a r e d 
a g a i n s t n o r m a l h o t c h l i n g s a s t h i s i s y o u r p o i n t o f r e f e r e n c e . 

A n o r m a l hatchling b e g g i n g (for right) a n d a blue hatchling begging (for left). N o t i c e the center 
w h i l e nodules an the U u e hatchling compared to the y e l l o w i s h center nodules on the n o r m a l . 
A l s o , the s k i n o f a blue hatchling is noticeably pink compared to o n o r m a l . 

A CIUKII of o'le biue (bottom of pile) ana tr.ieu nuimui nestungs in ilvs photo the diHetence be
tween the n o r m a l s a n d the blue is n o t noticeable due to the blue baby being u n d e r the o t h e r s . 

The ^ - 1̂ •'• •• • - " ^ • 'v £ 
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D i l u t e G o u l d i a n B a b i e s 

D i l u t e b a b i e s a r e s o m e t i m e s t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t t o i d e n t i f y u n l e s s t h e r e o r e n o r m a l 
b a b i e s i n t h e c l u t c h f o r c o m p a r i s o n p u r p o s e s . T h e i n n e r m o u t h m a r k i n g s w o u l d b e 
s l i g h t l y ( y o u g u e s s e d i t ) d i l u t e d , a n d t h e b l o c k a r o u n d t h e o u t e r n o d u l e s i s n o t a s 
p r o n o u n c e d . T h e e a s i e s t w a y t o i d e n t i f y d i l u t e b a b i e s i s w h e n t h e f e a t h e r s b e g i n 
b r e a k i n g f r o m t h e q u i l l s . D i l u t e s w i l l u s u a l l y h o v e p r i m a r y f l i g h t f e a t h e r s t h a t a r e l i g h t 
g r e y t i p p e d , w h e r e a s t h e p r i m a r y f e a t h e r s o n o n o r m a l l o o k m o r e d o r k g r e y . T h e 
c o l o r o f t h e f e a t h e r s b e t w e e n t h e m a n t l e i s u s u a l l y a k e y g i v e - a w a y a s w e l l b e c a u s e 
i t i s a v e r y p a l e g r e y / g r e e n a n d e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m t h e d o r k o l i v e g r e e n o f a 
n o r m a l n e s t l i n g . 

M a n y b r e e d e r s o f m u t a t i o n G o u l d i o n s o r e l i k e l y a w a r e o f t h e v a r i a t i o n o f b o d y 
f e a t h e r c o l o r a m o n g D i l u t e s - i t c a n r a n g e a n y w h e r e f r o m l e m o n - l i m e t o l i m e - g r e e n . 
It s h o u l d b e n o t e d h e r e t h a t n o t a l l h a t c h l i n g s a r e i m m e d i a t e l y i d e n t i f i a b l e a s d i 
l u t e s , a n d b i r d s t h a t t u r n o u t t o b e d a r k e r b o d i e d d i l u t e s t e n d t o l o o k v e r y s i m i l a r 
t o n o r m a l b i r d s a t h a t c h i n g . T h i s i s w h e r e b e i n g a b l e t o i d e n t i f y s u b t l e d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n t h e f e a t h e r c o l o r b e c o m e s h e l p f u l . It i s a l s o i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e t h a t g e n e t i c a l l y 
s p e a k i n g , a D i l u t e i s d e f i n e d a s a c o c k b i r d t h a t i s s i n g l e - f a c t o r y e l l o w a n d p u r p l e 
b r e a s t e d . W h a t t h i s m e a n s i n a n u t s h e l l f o r t h o s e a t t e m p t i n g t o i d e n t i f y t h e s e b i r d s 
i n t h e n e s t i s t h a t f o r t h e m o s t p o r t , a l l b a b i e s t h a t o r e g e n e t i c a l l y s i n g l e - f a c t o r f o r 
y e l l o w ( i . e . , r e g a r d l e s s o f b e i n g p u r p l e b r e a s t ) w i l l l o o k s i m i l a r . W h i t e o r l i l o c -
b r e o s t e d s i n g l e - f a c t o r y e l l o w s w i l l b e n e a r l y i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f r o m t h e i r p u r p l e -
b r e a s t e d c o u n t e r p a r t s a t f i r s t . W h e r e y o u w i l l s e e t h e d i f f e r e n c e is a t a r o u n d 5 
d a y s , w h e n t h e s k i n o n t h e w i n g s b e g i n s t o d a r k e n i n a p u r p l e - b r e a s t e d " D i l u t e . " 
T h e s k i n o f a w h i t e o r i i l o c - b r e a s t e d s i n g l e - f a c t o r y e l l o w w i l l r e m a i n p i n k , b e c a u s e 
t h e s e b i r d s w i l l b e v i s u a l l y y e l l o w a t m a t u r a t i o n . 

A clutch o i t h r e e d i l u t e s o n d t h r e e n o r m a l s . The boby b e g g i n g f a r left is a d i l u t e , c o m p a r e d 
t o the b a b y b e g g i n g b o t t o m r i g h t , w h i c h is a n o r m a l . N o t e the " d i l u t e d " mouth m a r k i n g s 
m t h e d i l u t e h a t c h l i n g . 
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S a m e d u t c h as obove jusi beroie tieagmg - me d i l u t e is t o p r i g h t . 

Y e l l o w G o u l d i a n B a b i e s 

Y e l l o w b a b i e s o r e w h e n t h i n g s s t a r t t o g e t a l i t t l e b i t t r i c k y . T h e g o o d n e w s is y e l l o w 
f e m a l e s a n d m o l e s t h a t o r e d o u b l e - f a c t o r ( D F ) y e l l o w o r e e a s y t o s p o t . I f y o u r p a i r 
c a n p r o d u c e y e l l o w o f f s p r i n g o f e i t h e r s e x ( y e l l o w h e n s o r D F y e l l o w m a l e s ) , y o u 
m i g h t b e a b l e t o i d e n t i f y s e x m o l e s t h a t a r e p u r p l e b r e a s t e d b e c a u s e t h e y h o v e o 
m u c h " d i r t i e r " y e l l o w c o l o r t o t h e m . H o w e v e r , i f y o u h o v e w h i t e b r e a s t e d b i r d s , i t 
w i l l b e m u c h m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e s e x e s , a n d y o u m i g h t n o t k n o w w h a t s e x 
y o u h o v e u n t i l y o u r b i r d s b e g i n t o s i n g ( o r n o t ) . I n t h e p r e v i o u s p h o t o o f t h e c l u t c h o f 
7 g e t t i n g r e a d y t o f l e d g e , t h e t w o c e n t e r y e l l o w b a b i e s w e r e m a l e s , t h e t o p b e i n g 
0 l i l a c b r e a s t e d b i r d , t h e b o t t o m b e i n g p u r p l e b r e a s t e d . T h e y e l l o w o n t h e f o r r i g h t 
u n d e r t h e d i l u t e w a s o h e n ( c b i t d i f f i c u l t t o s e e , b u t s h e is m u c h p a l e r i n c o l o r , t h i s 
i s n o t a l w a y s t h e c o s e , h o w e v e r ) . 

Y e l l o w b a b i e s t h a t a r e f e m a l e o r D F Y e l l o w w i l l l o o k p i n k i n c o m p a r i s o n t o a n o r m a l 
h a t c h l i n g . T h i s i s l i k e l y e x a c e r b a t e d b e c a u s e t h e e y e s t e n d t o l o o k a b i t r e d u n d e r 
t h e e y e l i d s , a s w e l l . A l t h o u g h t h e e y e s m a y a p p e a r r e d o r p i n k i n c o l o r a t f i r s t , 
m a t u r e y e l l o w G o u l d i o n s d o n o t h o v e p i n k / r e d e y e s a n d o r e n o t t o b e c o n f u s e d w i t h 
o l b i n i s t i c o r l u t i n o G o u l d i o n s . T h e e y e s w i l l t u r n d o r k a s t h e c h i c k a g e s . 

T h e m o u t h m a r k i n g s d i f f e r s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n a y e l l o w h a t c h l i n g c o m p a r e d t o a n o r m a l . 
T h e b l o c k t h a t u s u a l l y e x i s t s a r o u n d t h e o u t e r n o d u l e s w i l l b e r e d u c e d o r e v e n a l m o s t 
c o m p l e t e l y g o n e , a n d t h e b l u e w i l l b e d i l u t e d t o a p o l e l i g h t b l u e c o l o r . T h e m i d d l e 
n o d u l e s w i l l s t i l l b e y e l l o w , a n d t h e m a r k i n g s i n s i d e o f t h e m o u t h a r e v e r y p a l e . A s 
t h e b a b i e s g e t o l d e r , t h e s k i n t a k e s o n o n o t i c e a b l e y e l l o w h u e . If y o u l o o k a t t h e s k i n 
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c o l o r o f t h e w i n g s o n y o u n g n o r m a l s , y o u w i l l s e e i t s t a r t t o t u r n d o r k b e f o r e t h e p i n s 
s t a r t b r e o k i n g t h r o u g h . O n a l l v i s u a l y e l l o w s , t h i s s k i n w i l l r e m a i n p i n k . 

A l l y e l l o w s o r e p r e t t y e a s y t o s p o t o n c e t h e y b e g i n f e a t h e r i n g , b e c a u s e t h e y o r e y e l 
l o w / w h i t e i n c o l o r w h e n t h e y b e g i n t o f e a t h e r o u t . 

A y e l l o w h a t c h l i n g b e g g i n g . 

Exotic Finches & Softbills 
Jamie Yorck 
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T h r e e DF Y e l l o w Nesflings ond on© m a l e S i l v e r n e s t l m g {Center). N o t i c e h o w pmk t h e s k i n o n t h e 
S i l v e r is i n c o m p a r i s o n t o the y e l l o w s . N o t e a l s o t h e p r i m a r y q u i l l s a n d w i n g s a n d h o w t h e y a r e 
l i g h t c o m p a r e d t o a n o r m a l . 

The s a m e clutch a s a b o v e just b e f o r e f l e d g i n g - a l l t h r e e o f these y e l l o w s w e r e DF Y e l l o w m a l e s . 
N o t i c e h o w d a r k , o r ' d i n g y ' l o o k i n g , if y o u w i l l , t h e y e l l o w c o l o r is o n t h e s e f l e d g l i n g s . 

T h p i m i r n n i 
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T h i n g s g e t t r i c k y i f / w h e n y o u s t a r t p r o d u c i n g l i l a c o r w h i t e b r e a s t s i n g l e - f a c t o r ( S F ) 
y e l l o w m o l e s . T h e s e l o o k v e r y s i m i l a r t o d i l u t e h a t c h l i n g s a n d c o n " t r i c k " y o u i n t o 
t h i n k i n g y o u h o v e d i l u t e s ( o r e v e n n o r m a l s , s i n c e d i l u t e s v a r y g r e a t l y i n h u e a n d c o n 
b e s u c h a b u g g e r t o i d e n t i f y ) . If y o u o r e o n a s t u t e p i c t u r e t a k e r o f y o u r b a b i e s a n d 
y o u c a n g e t a g o o d s h o t o f a l l b a b i e s g a p i n g t o c o m p a r e t h e m o u t h m a r k i n g s , y o u 
c o n u s u a l l y g e t a s e n s e o f b i r d s t h a t m a y b e S F y e l l o w ( a n d v i s u a l l y y e l l o w ) , b u t 
i t i s r e a l l y d i f f i c u l t t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e t h e m b e t w e e n S F y e l l o w D I L U T E S ( i f t h e y w i l l b e 
p r o d u c e d i n t h e c l u t c h ) b e c a u s e v i s u a l l y a s h a t c h l i n g s t h e y o r e v e r y s i m i l a r , i f n o t 
i d e n t i c a l . T h e b e s t w a y t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e s e is w h e n t h e b a b i e s o r e o l d e n o u g h a n d 
t h e s k i n c o l o r o n t h e w i n g s b e g i n s t o c h a n g e . A g a i n - o n a d i l u t e t h e w i n g s w i l l s h o w 
d a r k e r s k i n b e f o r e t h e p r i m a r y p i n s e r u p t , b u t i f t h e y a r e S F y e l l o w s ( v i s u a l l y y e l l o w ) , 
t h e s k i n o n t h e w i n g s ( a n d t h e p i n s t h a t e r u p t ) w i l l s t a y p i n k / w h i t e . 

O n e l o s t t i p I r e c e n t l y l e a r n e d , w h i c h c o n h e l p y o u i d e n t i f y S F y e l l o w m o l e s f r o m D F 
y e l l o w s , i s m a l e s t h a t a r e S F y e l l o w w i l l h o v e a d o r k g r e y b e c k i n t h e n e s t . Y e l l o w 
h e n s a n d D F y e l l o w m o l e s w i l l h a v e p i n k b e a k s . 

Two LB SF Yellow Male Nesllmgy Notice Itie dark, ctiaicool coioied beuks. 
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B l u e G o u l d i a n B a b i e s 

B l u e b a b i e s a r e a v e r y p a l e b l u i s h p i n k c o l o r w h e n h a t c h e d . I n a c l u t c h c o n t a i n i n g 
n o r m a l s , t h e y a r e a u t o m a t i c a l l y n o t i c e a b l e a s " d i f f e r e n t " a n d c a n b e i d e n t i f i e d i m 
m e d i a t e l y i f y o u h o v e n o r m a l s f o r c o m p a r i s o n . 

T h e e y e s o r e s t i l l d o r k , a n d t h e o n l y r e m a r k a b l e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e n o d u l e s is t h a t 
g e n e t i c b l u e s w i l l a l w a y s h o v e w h i t e m i d d l e n o d u l e s . T h i s g o e s f o r a l l o f t h e b l u e 
m u t a t i o n s : b l u e s , p a s t e l s , a n d s i l v e r s . 

\ 

B l u e h a t c h l i n g i i a r left) d e m o n s t r a t i n g p i n k s k i n a n d w h i l e center n o d u l e s 
c o m p a r e d t o its s i b l i n g s . 

B l u e h a t c h l i n g (far left) d e m o n s t r a t i n g p i n k s k i n a n d w h i t e c e n t e r n o d u l e s 
c o m p a r e d t o its s i b l i n g s . 
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I n a s i n g l e i n s t a n c e , I h a d a b a b y w i t h s e e m i n g l y w h i t e c e n t e r n o d u l e s t h a t t u r n e d 
o u t n o r m a l . B u t t h i s p a i r h o d a h i s t o r y o f p r o d u c i n g v e r y s t r a n g e c h i c k s ( a n d o n l y 
p r o d u c e d t h r e e t o t a l b a b i e s , n o n e o f w h i c h s u r v i v e d , s o I b e l i e v e t h e r e m a y h a v e 
b e e n a g e n e t i c d e f e c t o c c u r r i n g i n t h i s p a i r i n g ) . 

I h a v e h e a r d o t h e r s s p e c u l a t e t h a t N o r m a l / B l u e ( n o r m a l - s p l i t - f o r - b l u e ) b a b i e s w i l l 
a l s o h a v e w h i t e c e n t e r n o d u l e s , b u t I h o v e n o t p e r s o n a l l y f o u n d t h i s t o b e t h e c o s e , 
OS I h o v e p r o d u c e d m u l t i p l e c l u t c h e s o f N o r m a l / B l u e s t h a t d i d n o t h o v e w h i t e c e n t e r 
n o d u l e s . E i t h e r w a y - i f t h e r e a r e i n s t a n c e s w h e r e a n o r m a l b a b y p o s s e s s e s w h i t e 
c e n t e r n o d u l e s , I b e l i e v e t h e s e o r e a n o m a l i e s , w h e r e a s o g e n e t i c b l u e w i l l n e v e r 
h o v e y e l l o w c e n t e r n o d u l e s . 

O n c e f e a t h e r e d , j u v e n i l e b l u e s w i l l h a v e a n a l l - o v e r b l u e - g r a y b o d y c o l o r a t i o n t h a t i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t w h e n c o m p a r e d t o a n o r m a l - b a c k e d b i r d . Y o u m a y a l s o n o t i c e 
t h e i r l e g s o r e p i n k w h e r e a s n o r m a l b a b i e s w i l l h o v e a d a r k e r ( s o m e t i m e s y e l l o w i s h ) 
l e g c o l o r . T h i s i s m o r e n o t i c e a b l e o n p a s t e l s a n d s i l v e r s . 

T h r e e n o r m a l n e s t l i n g s c o m p a r e d t o a Wue (top o f p i l e ) n e s t l i n g . N o t i c e t h e g r e y f e a t h e r s o n the m a n t l e c o m p a r e d t o the o l i v e 
feorfiers on t h e n o r m a l n e s t l i n g s . 

The Jou' -)ciety 18 
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T w o n o r m a l f l e d g l i n g s c o m p a r e d t o a b l u e f l e d g l i n g 

Po^.tAl B ! U P Goiitrllrifi Bable?, 

P a s t e l b a b i e s , w h e n f e a t h e r e d , w i l l d i f f e r f r o m b l u e b a b i e s i n t h a t t h e i r c o l o r w i l l b e 
o l i g h t e r , p o l e - b l u e g r e y a l l o v e r . A s b a b i e s - t h e y w i l l v e r y c l o s e l y r e s e m b l e b l u e 
h a t c h l i n g s . T h e b e s t w a y t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e m , a s w i t h d i l u t e s a n d S F y e l l o w s , i s t o g e t 
o p i c t u r e w h e n t h e b a b i e s o r e b e t w e e n 1-3 d a y s o f a g e a n d t h e i r m o u t h s o r e o p e n . 
W i t h o t h e r c o l o r s t o c o m p a r e t o , y o u m a y b e a b l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e m f r o m a n y b l u e s 
b y l o o k i n g a t t h e o u t e r t w o m o u t h n o d u l e s a n d t h e i n n e r m o u t h m a r k i n g s . T h e p a s t e l 
( y e l l o w ) g e n e a f f e c t s t h e d a r k e r b l u i s h - b l o c k n o d u l e s o n t h e o u t s i d e s o t h a t t h e y o r e 
l i g h t e r i n c o l o r ( s i m i l a r t o a d i l u t e ' s ) . Y o u ' l l b e a b l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e m f r o m n o r m a l 
b e c a u s e o f t h e w h i t e c e n t e r n o d u l e s , w h i c h i n d i c a t e s t h e b a b y i s a g e n e t i c b l u e . 

W h e n t h e p r i m a r y f e a t h e r s s t a r t t o p i n o u t , t h e t i p s o f t h e p r i m a r y q u i l l s w i l l b e a 
l i g h t e r c o l o r t h a n o n a b l u e , a n d w h e n t h e b i r d b e g i n s t o f e a t h e r o u t i n t h e m a n t l e , 
t h e d i f f e r e n c e w i l l g e n e r a l l y b e i m m e d i a t e l y n o t i c e d . A g a i n , h o w e v e r , t h e r e i s a 
g r e a t d e a l o f v a r i a t i o n i n h u e a m o n g p a s t e l b i r d s . S o m e p a s t e l s o r e p o w d e r y b l u e -
g r a y , o t h e r s a m u c h d a r k e r d i l u t e d b l u e - g r a y c o l o r , s o t h e d i f f e r e n c e c o n b e e x t r e m e 
o r e x t r e m e l y s u b t l e ! 

V , 1 ? 



a n o r m a l . Top l e f t a b o v e n o r m a l is a n o t h e r s i l v e r . B a b y u n d e r n e a t h p a s t e l h a t c h l i n g is a y e l l o w . 
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NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY 

S h i r t s 
H a t s 

C a p s 
C u p s 

^ . B a g s 
^ H o m e & O f f i c e G i f t s 

N a m e B a d g e s & 
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ft 

at 
F S S . o r q / S k o p 

1^ 

^rpoBmO PRODUCTSTrti??^ 
\ e q B a n d s & B r e e d i n g Supr,,: 

P.O. Box 376 ^ ^We^ 
" KAtJ^ukum,CA 95656-0.37fi 

. 5 3 0 - 6 2 0 - 7 4 4 0 
G ^ - r e d b i r d p r o d u c t s x o m 

Quality Birds at Affordable Prices! " ^ ^ > ? 

• T j ^ k s W 31 Old Wire Road East 
London. Arkansas 72847 

I > -
- I Q 

< S 
Finches - Canaries - Parrots - Doves 

479-293-4994 
Email: mandy@singing-wings-aviary.com 
Website: www.singing-wings-aviary.com 
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T h r e e p a s t e l ond fwo b l u e (leh a n d b o t t o m o l p i l e ) n e s t l i n g s . A l t h o u g h it s d i f f i c u l t to see m this p h o t o 
d u e to the a g e d i f f e r e n c e s o f the n e s t l i n g s , t h e l i g h t e r s k i n c o l o r b e t w e e n t h e m a n t l e is s o m e w h a t 
e v i d e n t o s w e l l a s t h e l i g h t p r i m a r y q u i l l s o n the p a s t e l b a b i e s . 

22 
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^ Open Mouth 
Breathing 

^ Wheezing 
^ Clicking 
^ Sneezing 
^ Coughing 
^ Nasal 

Discharge 
^ Tail-bobbing 
^ Excessive 

Beak Wiping 

A i r - s a c M i t e i n f e s t a t i o n ? 
Air sac mite is an internal parasite that lives in the airways, lungs and air sacs of our 
birds. Infestation causes local irritation and secondary respiratory infections. Heavy 

infestations can cause death in fledglings and adult birds. 

S76, the Original Air sac mite treatment in water! If you have lots of birds 
making it almost impossible to catch for treatment, then S76 Is for you! 

S76 treatment is so safe it can be administered to breeding parents feeding their 
babies! S76 will not cause harm to the health and fertility 

of mature birds, fledglings or eggs. 

Call o r e m a i l us w i t h y o u r b i r d h e a l t h q u e s t i o n . 
949-419-6230 support@ladygouldianfinch.com 

D o n ' t l e t t h e m i t e s b i t e 
Improve your birds' heal th , rid t h e m of 

f reeloading parasi tes. 
Dr Rob Marshall's S76 Is the first choice for 

A i r s a c m i t e t r e a t m e n t 
in water or on the skin. 

Mention NFSS when you place 
your order and receive a 

10% DISCOUNT 
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^ o u l d i a n B a b i e s 

S i l v e r b a b i e s ( h e n s a n d s i l v e r c o c k s t h a t a r e g e n e t i c a l l y D F ) w i l l b e v e r y p i n k s k i n n e d 
w h e n t h e y h a t c h . T h e o u t e r n o d u l e s o r e v i r t u a l l y w h i t e , a l o n g w i t h h a v i n g w h i t e 
c e n t e r n o d u l e s , w h i c h m o k e s t h e m e a s y t o d i s t i n g u i s h f r o m y e l l o w s . F u r t h e r , i n a 
c l u t c h w i t h s i l v e r s a n d y e l l o w s y o u w i l l g e n e r a l l y b e a b l e t o s e e o n o b v i o u s d i f f e r 
e n c e , b e c a u s e w i t h s i l v e r s n e x t t o y e l l o w s , y o u c o n s e e j u s t h o w p i n k t h e s i l v e r s o r e . 
Y e l l o w s l o o k p i n k i s h o n t h e i r o w n , b u t y o u c o n r e a l l y s e e t h e d i f f e r e n c e i f y o u h a v e 
a c l u t c h w i t h b o t h . 

5 S i l v e r s a n d 1 Ye/low 12nd h o r n b o t t o m j 

g 2 5 
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S o m e y e l l o w s c o n c o n f u s e i n d i v i d u a l s i n t o t h i n k i n g t h e y h o v e a s i l v e r b e c a u s e t h e 
p r i m a r i e s a n d o t h e r f e a t h e r t i p s b r e a k i n g o u t o f t h e q u i l l s l o o k , o r m a y b e o r e , w h i t e . 
If y o u h o v e t r o u b l e s e e i n g t h e n o d u l e d i f f e r e n c e , w h a t y o u c a n l o o k f o r a t t h i s t i m e i s 
t h e m a n t l e f e a t h e r s c o m i n g i n b e t w e e n t h e s h o u l d e r s . O n o y e l l o w , t h e s e w i l l a l w a y s 
b e y e l l o w o r h o v e a y e l l o w h u e , w h e r e a s o n s i l v e r s t h e y w i l l a l w a y s o n l y b e w h i t e 
o r g r e y i s h w h i t e / s i l v e r . 

I 
S i l v e r (bottom) vs y e l l o w (top) n e s t l i n g , d i s p l a y i n g t h e g r a y i s h w h i t e m a n t l e 
f e a t h e r s a n d p i n k s k i n c o m p a r e d t o t h e y e l l o w . 

T w o p i c t u r e s h i g h l i g h t i n g t h e n o d u l e a n d m o u l h (gape) m a r k i n g d i f f e r e n c e s , a l o n g w i t h s k i n c o l o r d i f f e r e n c e , b e t w e e n 
S i l v e r s a n d Y e l l o w s 



L i k e d i l u t e s , a " p a s t e l " G o u l d i a n is d e f i n e d a s o p u r p l e - b r e a s t e d b l u e b i r d t h a t is 
a l s o g e n e t i c a l l y s i n g l e - f a c t o r f o r y e l l o w . S o , s i m i l a r t o S F y e l l o w w h i t e o r l i l o c - b r e o s t 
h o t c h l i n g s , " p a s t e l " m a l e s t h a t a r e g e n e t i c a l l y s i n g l e - f a c t o r y e l l o w a n d w h i t e o r 
l i l o c - b r e c s t e d w i l l b e v i s u a l l y s i l v e r . T h e s e b i r d s o r e g e n e r a l l y r e f e r r e d t o a s w h i t e 
o r l i l a c - b r e a s t e d s i l v e r s , o r w h i t e o r l i l a c b r e a s t e d s i n g l e - f a c t o r p a s t e l b l u e s . If y o u r 
p a i r c a n p r o d u c e t h i s m u t a t i o n , t h e b a b i e s m a y c o n f u s e y o u i n t o t h i n k i n g t h e y o r e 
p a s t e l o r b l u e . 

If y o u d o n ' t n o t i c e t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e g a p e m a r k i n g s a t f i r s t , t h e n y o u w i l l g e n e r 
a l l y c a t c h t h e s e g u y s e i t h e r w h e n t h e y b e g i n t o d e v e l o p t h e i r p r i m a r i e s , o r p o s s i b l y 
e a r l i e r , w h e n t h e y s h o u l d s t a r t d e v e l o p i n g d o r k c o l o r o n t h e s k i n o f t h e i r w i n g s ( r e 
m e m b e r : i n 0 b l u e o r p a s t e l , t h e s k i n w i l l b e t u r n i n g d a r k ; i n s i l v e r s , a s w i t h y e l l o w s , 
i t r e m a i n s p i n k } . W i t h a g o o d p h o t o b e t w e e n 1-3 d a y s o f h a t c h , y o u m i g h t b e a b l e 
t o t e l l b a s e d o n t h e m o u t h m a r k i n g s t h a t y o u ' v e g o t a s i l v e r m o l e t h a t is g e n e t i c a l l y 
s i n g l e - f a c t o r f o r y e l l o w . A s w i t h S F y e l l o w b a b i e s , S F p a s t e l b l u e s t h a t a r e w h i t e o r 
l i l a c b r e a s t ( v i s u a l l y s i l v e r ) w i l l h o v e a d o r k b e a k - d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t h e m f r o m a n y 
p o s s i b l e s i l v e r s i s t e r s o r D F b r o t h e r s . 

A IB SF Y e t l o w B h e (oka S i l v e r j M a l e h o t c h l i n g . P a s t e l s a r e v e r y s i m i l a r i n c o l o r i n g w i t t t s u b t l e d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e d e p t h o f 
c o l o r i n t h e n o d u l e s a n d m o u t h m a r k i n g s . A l s o , t h e w i n g t i p s w i l l d i s p l a y p i n k a t o n e a r l i e r a g e (see b e l o w ) w h e r e a s P a s t e l s 
w i l l b e d a r k . I n t h e s e c o n d p i c t u r e t h e b a b y i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d is m o r e v i s i b l e , this b a b y is a b l u e . 
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T h e s i l v e r b a b y a b o v e a t b a n d i n g a g e , d i s p l a y i n g t h e lack o f c o l o r o n t h e w i n g s . ( C o m p a r e t o t h e b a b y n e x t t o it w i t h 
d a r k p i n s e r u p t i n g ) 

The Journal oi iuo IM^U^IIUI ,'iin.ii c* OUIIUIH .jueiely 



T h e s i l v e r b a b y a b o v e a s a n o l d e r n e s t l i n g . N o t i c e t h e dark c h a r c o a l beak i n d i c a t i v e o f b e i n g s i n g l e - f a c t o r 
f o r y e l l o w , t h u s b e i n g e i t h e r w h i l e , o r i n this case, l i l a c b r e a s t e d . 

I h o p e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l p r o v e t o b e u s e f u l f o r G o u l d i a n b r e e d e r s , a n d w i s h e v 
e r y o n e l u c k i d e n t i f y i n g t h e i r h o t c h l i n g s ! 

M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a n d p i c t u r e s c a n b e f o u n d o n m y w e b s i t e : 
www.GouldiansGalore.nefr 

About the Author 

I h a d b e e n b r e e d i n g G o u l d i a n s h e a v i l y s i n c e 2 0 0 7 , u p u n t i l t h i s y e a r w h e n I t o o k a 
h i a t u s f r o m b r e e d i n g f o r p e r s o n a l r e o s o n s . I a m st i l l i n v o l v e d i n s h o w i n g t h e b i r d s I h a v e 
l e f t i n m y f l o c k a n d h o p e t o r e t u r n t o b r e e d i n g a g a i n i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . W h i l e I d o n o t 
c o n s i d e r m y s e l f o n e x p e r t b y a n y m e a n s , I h a v e a d e g r e e i n b i o l o g y a n d k e e n i n t e r e s t 
i n b i r d s a n d g e n e t i c s . I w a s d r o w n i n a n d f a s c i n a t e d w i t h t h e m u t a t i o n s a v a i l a b l e w i t h i n 
t h e d o m e s t i c G o u l d i a n F i n c h . I h o v e a p r o f o u n d a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e b e o u t y o f t h e w i l d 
t y p e , b u t o n a d m i t t e d o b s e s s i o n w i t h t h e v a r i o u s m u t a t i o n s a n d h o w t h e y ' r e a c h i e v e d . I 
p r e v i o u s l y s u b m i t t e d o n a r t i c l e i n t h e N F S S j o u r n a l o n R e v e r s e G o u l d i a n G e n e t i c s , a n d 
I h o p e t o c o n t i n u e t o b e a b l e t o c o n t r i b u t e t o G o u l d i a n f i n c h k n o w l e d g e i n a v i c u l t u r e . 
I a l w a y s e n j o y t h e e m a i l s I g e t r e q u e s t i n g a s s i s t a n c e i n i d e n t i f y i n g i n d i v i d u a l s ' b a b i e s . 
T h i s w a y , I g e t t o l i v e v i c a r i o u s l y t h r o u g h t h o s e w h o o r e c u r r e n t l y b r e e d i n g t h e i r b i r d s ! 
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YOU CAN ALSO ORDER ONLINE USING PAYPAL 

h t t p : / / n f s s . o r g / d v d o r c l e r . h t m l 
P L E A S E P R I N T C L E A R L Y 

FIRST NAME: lA?r NAME: 

MAIUNG ADDRESS; 

c m / ST / ZIP 

COUNTRY ifputsHJe USA: 

DAYTIME PHONE# f ) (in case we have questions about your on 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

WOULD YOU UKE US TO SEND YOU AN NFSS JOURNAL AND WEB ADVERTISER'S PACKET • YES • NO 

WOULD YOU UKE TO BE ADDED TO THE DVD SUPPLEMENTAL YEARS 2009+ MAIUNG UST DYES • NO 

D V D Price i n c l u d e s d o m e s t i c USA s h i p p i n g b y US Mail. 

F o r e i g n o r d e r s will r e q u i r e a d d i t i o n a l s h i p p i n g c h a r g e s to d e s t i n a t i o n . 

$20.00 per DVD Please send QTY of DVD's @ $ 20.00 each =TOTAL$ 

Please make checks payable to NFSS in U.S. currency 

TOTAL ENCLOSED ON YOUR CHECK $ CK# 

MAIL YOUR ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 

N F S S D V D O R D E R 
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S T R A W B E R R Y F I N C H E S 
A m a n d a v a a m a n d a v a 

i t ' f - n r t i n h r i i i t i i i i r i i 

S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h e s o r e n a t i v e t o S o u t h 
e a s t A s i a , f r o m I n d i a t h r o u g h T h a i l a n d , 
B u r m a , a n d S u m a t r a . D o m e s t i c b r e e d 
i n g i n t h e U . S . d o e s n o t k e e p u p w i t h 
d e m a n d . A v a i l a b i l i t y o f t h i s s p e c i e s i n 
t h e A m e r i c a n b i r d t r a d e h a s f l u c t u a t e d 
w i l d l y o v e r t h e y e a r s , a l o n g w i t h t h e 
p r i c e . T h e s e a r e g e n t l e i n q u i s i t i v e b i r d s 
w h i c h g e t a l o n g w i t h o t h e r s m a l l b i r d s . 
S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h e s o r e p r o l i f i c b r e e d 
e r s i f t h e y a r e i n a n a p p r o p r i a t e a v i a r y , 
g e t a d e q u a t e n u t r i t i o n , a n d a r e p r o v i d 
e d w i t h s p e c i f i c n e s t i n g s i t e s . 

B r e e d i n g S t r a w b e r r i e s 

I b r e e d S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h e s o n a s u n 
p o r c h . I t r y t o k e e p t h e t e m p e r a t u r e 
b e t w e e n 60°-90°F. I k e e p o n e p a i r o f 

S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h e s i n a f l i g h t w i t h o t h e r 
s m a l l f i n c h s p e c i e s . I n a n e f f o r t t o m o k e 
m y b i r d s f e e l m o r e s e c u r e I h o v e d e v e l 
o p e d s e v e r a l n e s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s . T h e s e 
i n c l u d e s c r e e n s c o v e r e d w i t h s h a d e 
c l o t h a n d a r t i f i c i a l l e a v e s i n t h e f o r m o f 
" c o r n e r s , " " t u b e s , " a n d " w a l l s . " M o s t 
S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h e s p r e f e r m y " w a l l s . " 
T h i s s t r u c t u r e c o n s i s t s o f 2 p i e c e s o f l o t h 
w h i c h o r e 2 f e e t s q u a r e . T h e s i d e s a r e 
h e l d a p a r t b y 4 " t h i c k w i r e b a s k e t s . T h e 
l o t h s i d e s a n d b a s k e t s a r e t i e d t o g e t h e r 
w i t h t w i s t w i r e a n d t h e s t r u c t u r e i s d e c 
o r a t e d w i t h a r t i f i c i a l f o l i a g e . [I u s e f i r 
g a r l a n d s a n d r e c y c l e d C h r i s t m a s t r e e 
b r a n c h e s t o c o v e r t h e s t r u c t u r e . } I f a s t e n 
2 c a n a r y n e s t s a n d 1 c l o s e d s p l i t b a m 
b o o n e s t i n s i d e t h e " w a l l . " 
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A ' w a l l ' . 

M y f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e w i t f i S t r a w b e r r y 
F i n c h e s i n v o l v e d a n e w l y a c q u i r e d 
p a i r . T h e y c h o s e a c l o s e d s p l i t b a m 
b o o n e s t l o w i n a p h i l o d e n d r o n ' o v e r 
h a n g i n g a c o m p o s t . T h e f e m a l e q u i c k 
l y l a i d 6 e g g s . T h e m o r n i n g t h e y a l l 
h a t c h e d I f o u n d t h e m o t h e r d e a d o n 
t h e f l o o r . I o b s e r v e d t h e m o l e a s s u m e 
o i l t h e f e e d i n g c h o r e s . D u r i n g t h e d a y 
I s t i r r e d t h e c o m p o s t i n t h e i r f l i g h t w i t h 
a h o e a n d h e w o u l d j u m p i n a n d c a t c h 
i n s e c t s a n d s m a l l w o r m s . I b e c a m e a c 
c u s t o m e d t o t h e l o u d c r i e s o f h i s c h i c k s 
a n d w o u l d h u r r y o u t t o t h e s u n p o r c h 
a n d h e l p h i m f i n d l i v e f o o d w h e n I 
h e a r d t h e m . H e s u c c e s s f u l l y r a i s e d 
a l l 6 c h i c k s b y h i m s e l f ! ! I t h o u g h t a l l 
S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h c h i c k s w e r e n o i s y 
a n d w a s s u r p r i s e d w h e n a n o t h e r p a i r 
" s i l e n t l y " r a i s e d 5 b a b i e s . 

T h e m o s t c o m m o n p r o b l e m i n t h e c a p 
t i v e b r e e d i n g o f S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h e s i s 
e g g - b i n d i n g . T h i s p r o b l e m c e a s e s w h e n 
a s m a l l a m o u n t o f c o d l i v e r o i l t s s t i r r e d 
i n t o t h e s e e d s — j u s t e n o u g h t o g i v e t h e 
s e e d s a s l i g h t s h e e n . [ Y o u h o v e a d d e d 
t o o m u c h f i s h o i l i f y o u n o t i c e t h a t t h e 
s e e d s c l u m p u p i n s e v e r a l d a y s . ) I p r o 
v i d e s o f t f o o d e v e r y o t h e r d a y t o a l l m y 
b i r d s . T h o s e i n c a g e s r e a d i l y e a t s o f t -
f o o d , b u t m a n y f i n c h e s o n m y s u n p o r c h 
i g n o r e i t . 

M o l e a n d f e m a l e b i r d s l o o k a l i k e f o r 
p a r t o f t h e y e a r . B o t h h o v e r e d b e a k s . 
T h e c o l o r i n g o f t h e m a l e c h a n g e s d u r i n g 
t h e y e a r a n d v a r i e s w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s . T h e 
b e a u t i f u l c o p p e r r e d n u p t i a l p l u m a g e o f 
t h e m o l e c o n b e q u i t e s t r i k i n g . T h e f e 
m a l e h a s a p a l e y e l l o w / t o n f r o n t w i t h 
w h i t e s p o t s o n b r o w n w i n g s a n d b o c k . 
T h e s e b i r d s a r e v e r y t i n y . M a n y c o m m e r 
c i a l c a g e s o r e d e s i g n e d f o r l a r g e r b i r d s . 
B a r s p a c i n g s h o u l d b e 3 / 8 " o r l e s s . I 
k e e p o n l y s m a l l s p e c i e s t o g e t h e r . 

S l r a w b e r t y F i n c h cock i n e c l i p s e p l u m a g e . 

I c u t f r e s h g r a s s a n d h o v e i t a v a i l a b l e 
i n a w a l l f r a m e w o r k . T h e y u s u a l l y l a y 
a b o u t 4 e g g s . T h e i n c u b a t i o n p e r i o d 
is 1 2 - 1 4 d a y s . I h a v e o b s e r v e d o n e 
m o l e d o i n g m o s t o f t h e i n c u b a t i o n d u r 
i n g t h e d a y . I w a i t t o b o n d t h e c h i c k s 
u n t i l a f t e r t h e y f l e d g e b e c a u s e t h e p a r 
e n t s s t o p f e e d i n g t h e n e s t l i n g s i f t h e y 
o r e t o u c h e d . T h e c h i c k s s t a y i n t h e n e s t 
f o r 2 1 d a y s . A f t e r t h e y l e a v e t h e n e s t 
t h e y o r e d e p e n d e n t o n t h e i r p a r e n t s f o r 
a n o t h e r 2 1 d a y s . T h e p a r e n t s w i l l f e e d 
t h e c h i c k s a s l o n g a s t h e m a l e is s t i l l 
i n n u p t i a l p l u m a g e . ( R e s c u e a n d f e e d 
a n y b a b i e s t h a t a r e s t i l l d e p e n d e n t i f 
t h e m a l e m o l t s . ) 

S m a l l l i v e i n s e c t s o r e v i t a l i n t h e s u c 
c e s s f u l b r e e d i n g o f t h i s f i n c h . E a c h f l i g h t 
h a s 0 c o m p o s t i n a s m a l l p l a s t i c w a d i n g 
p o o l . T h e c o m p o s t is 3 f e e t i n d i a m e t e r 

32 



S e p t e m b e r / O c t o b e r 2 0 1 1 

o n d c o n t a i n s d i r t , p l a n t d e b r i s , s p e n t 
s e e d s , s a n d , e t c . T h e c o m p o s t s u p p o r t s 
w o r m s , s m a l l m o t h s , a n d g n a t s . I r a i s e 
f r u i t f l i e s i n s m a l l s c r e e n c o v e r e d c o n 
t a i n e r s s u s p e n d e d f r o m t h e c e i l i n g . I 
o d d p i e c e s o f f r u i t e v e r y f e w d a y s t o 
k e e p t h e i r l i f e c y c l e g o i n g . I h a v e o n e 
f r u i t f l y b o w l f o r e v e r y p a i r o f b i r d s . I 
g r o w s o m e p l a n t s o n m y s u n p o r c h b e 
c a u s e t h e y h o s t c e r t a i n i n s e c t s . T o m a 
t o e s , h i b i s c u s , a n d b o t t l e b r u s h s u p p o r t 
w h i t e f l i e s . I a l s o r a i s e m e a l w o r m s . I 
h o v e n e v e r h o d b i r d s o n m y s u n p o r c h 
t h r o w o u t c h i c k s d u e t o l o c k o f p r o t e i n . 
I g r o w s o m e h e r b s a n d e d i b l e p l a n t s . 
M i l l e t i s s p r o u t e d o n a s c r e e n a n d 
r i n s e d 4 t i m e s a d a y o n a t i m e r . 

I h o d s e v e r a l o l d S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h e s 
o n m y s u n p o r c h . T h e o v e r a g e l i f e s p a n 
o f t h i s s p e c i e s i s 8 y e a r s . T h e s e w e r e 
o f f s p r i n g o f b i r d s I h o d h o d i n m y a v i 
a r y . I b a n d e d t h e m a s c h i c k s s o I k n e w 
t h e f e m a l e s w e r e 5 y e a r s o l d a n d t h e 
m a l e s w e r e 6 y e a r s o l d . I h o d n e v e r 
o b s e r v e d a n y b r e e d i n g b e h a v i o r f r o m 
t h e s e 4 b i r d s a n d d e c i d e d t h a t t h e y 
w e r e p r o b a b l y n o w t o o o l d . T h e m o l e s 
w e r e b o l d a n d h o d m i s s i n g f e a t h e r s 
a n d o n e f e m a l e h o d a d r o o p y w i n g . 
I n o n a t t e m p t t o g e t a n o t h e r s p e c i e s t o 
n e s t 1 p l a c e d o n e o f m y p r i v a c y " w a l l s " 
n e a r t h e c o m p o s t a t t h e f a r e n d o f a 1 0 ' 
b y 1 5 ' f l i g h t o n m y s u n p o r c h . W i t h i n 2 
w e e k s t h e m a l e s w e r e c a r r y i n g a r o u n d 
n e s t i n g m a t e r i a l s a n d b u i l d i n g n e s t s i n 
t h e " w a l l . " O n e m o l e S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h 
s e e m e d t o b e d o i n g m o s t o f t h e w o r k . 
H e s p e n t h i s t i m e d u r i n g t h e d a y i n c u 
b a t i n g 3 e g g s . T h e s e o l d b i r d s s u c c e s s 
f u l l y r a i s e d t h e s e c h i c k s . 

I d e c i d e d I n e e d e d t o v e r i f y m y n e s t i n g 
s t r u c t u r e t h e o r y b e f o r e I s h a r e d i t w i t h 
a n y o n e o t h e r t h a n m e m b e r s o f m y l o 
c a l b i r d c l u b . ( S t r a w b e r r y f i n c h e s a t t h e 
t i m e I a m w r i t i n g t h i s o r e u n a v a i l a b l e 

a t U . S . b i r d m a r t s . ) A f r i e n d o f f e r e d t o 
l o o n m e a S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h m o l e i n 
n u p t i a l p l u m a g e . I t o l d h e r o u r b i r d s 
w e r e s o o l d t h a t w e h o d n o t h i n g t o 
l o s e a n d I w o u l d g i v e h e r h a l f o f a n y 
c h i c k s p r o d u c e d . 

S i x - y e a r o d S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h cock i n n u p t i a l p l u m a g e . 

I p u t h e r 6 y e o r o l d m o l e i n a f l i g h t 
o n m y s u n p o r c h . I p l a c e d s e v e r a l 
" w a l l s " o n t h e f l o o r a r o u n d t h e r o o m 
s o t h a t o t h e r s p e c i e s w o u l d n ' t c o m p e t e 
f o r n e s t i n g s i t e s . T h e f i r s t f e w d a y s h e 
s p e n t l e a r n i n g w h e r e t h i n g s w e r e . H e 
p a i r e d u p w i t h a 5 y e a r o l d f e m a l e 
w i t h i n 8 d a y s . I s u p p l i e d l o n g p i e c e s 
o f f r e s h g r o s s , p i l l o w f e a t h e r s , a n d 1 " 
l e n g t h s o f c o t t o n s t r i n g e v e r y w e e k . 
U n l i k e t h e b i r d s t h a t w e r e u s e d t o m y 
s u n p o r c h , i t t o o k t h i s n e w p a i r a b o u t 
5 w e e k s t o b u i l d a n e s t . T h i s p a r t i c u 
l a r p a i r s t a r t e d a n e s t i n a " w a l l " b u t 
c h o s e t o I c y e g g s i n a " t u b e " ^ o n a t r e l 
l i s o v e r t h e c o m p o s t . I t h i n k t h e l e s s o n 
h e r e i s t o p r o v i d e a v a r i e t y o f h i d d e n 
n e s t s a t d i f f e r e n t h e i g h t s t h a t m o k e t h e 
b i r d s f e e l s a f e . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

I d o n o t r e c o m m e n d c o l o n y b r e e d i n g 
t h i s s p e c i e s . S e v e r a l p a i r s t o g e t h e r 
b e c o m e d i s t r a c t e d . M o s t S t r a w b e r r y 
F i n c h e s o r e e a g e r t o b r e e d . A d d i n g 
v i t a m i n D 3 a n d c a l c i u m t o t h e i r d i e t 
is c r u c i a l . T h e p l a c e m e n t o f a h i d d e n 
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A t u b e 

Two S t r a w b e r r y F i n c h cocks i n e c l i p s e p l u m a g e . 

n e s t i n g s i t e n e a r t h e f l o o r f a c i n g o n 
o p e n a r e a s e e m s t o a c t a s a t r i g g e r 
f o r t h i s s p e c i e s . M y " w a l l " m u s t m i m i c 
t h e i r n a t u r a l n e s t i n g s i t e p r e f e r e n c e . 
H a v i n g a v a r i e t y o f l i v e i n s e c t s i n s u r e s 
t h a t t h e y w i l l f e e d t h e i r c h i c k s . T h e 
a d v a n t a g e s o f b r e e d i n g S t r a w b e r r y 
F i n c h e s o n a s u n p o r c h f o r o u t w e i g h 
t h e p r o b l e m s . N o t e v e r y o n e h a s a s u n 
p o r c h ( o r y e a r r o u n d o u t d o o r a v i a r y ) 
b u t m y p r o t o c o l m a y b u y u s t i m e i f t h i s 
s p e c i e s i s n o l o n g e r i m p o r t e d . 

N o t e s 

' P l a n t s l i s t e d a s p o i s o n o u s a r e l e s s d a n 
g e r o u s o n a s u n p o r c h if t h e r e is a l s o a 
w i d e v a r i e t y o f s a f e p l a n t s a n d p l e n t y o f 
f o o d a v a i l a b l e . 

^ M y " t u b e s " o r e r o l l e d VA" w i r e s c r e e n 
a b o u t 1 1 " s q u a r e , u p p e r s i d e c o v e r e d 
w i t h g r e e n h o u s e c l o t h a n d a r t i f i c i a l l e a v e s 
w i t h a s h o r t e n t r y p e r c h a n d a s m a l l o p e n 
n e s t f a s t e n e d a t t h e f o r e n d . i a t t a c h a n 
i n s p e c t i o n p o r t a t t h e b a c k . 



Now available at ladygouldian.com 

The newest MASTERWORK by 

R U S S E L L K I N G S T O N 

The book has over 520 pages, weighs approx. 5.4 pounds and 
measures 8.5 by 12 inches. 

THE FINCH...a Breeder's Companion 
Covers 70 species using 400 color photos. 

Closely related species are treated separately, 
But are grouped together in 25 chapters. 

$129.95 
10"/o discount for NFSS members 

Available 
at 

770-939-4531 defying the myth of fragile g o u l d i a n s 



626-401-1991 E-Mait: Sales@BirdsExpress.net 

W e l c o m e t o B i r d s f x p r e s s 
Great Selection of Birds for Sale at Birdsfxpress 

We arc a fnajor importer arxl wholesaler of avian species since 1984 and 
specialize in birds from Africa, Asia, Australia, Eurasia and South America. Birdsfxpress 
offers a large selections of Rnches, Softbills, Canaries, Cockatieis, Doves, Love Birds and 

Paraloeets. We own and operate two USOA approved Quarantine facilities in the Los Angeles 
area. 

P l e a s e v i s i t w w w . B i r d s f x p r e 5 5 . n e t T o d a y ! 

Monthly 
New Arrivals 

Dovtf Lovebirds 



P A R A D I S E E A R J H 
B i r d s , P r o d u c t s , & P r e m i u m F e e d 

Softbills & Finches 
IN STOCK NOW: 

P a r a d i s e T a n a g e r s 
B e a r b e d B a r b e l s 
R e d - l e g g e d H o n e y c r e e p e r : 
O w l F i n c h e s 
P u r p l e G r e n a d i e r s 

We Proudly Offer our Paradise Earth 
PREMIUM FINCH BLEND, & now our 
SOFTBILLDIET. 

Our premium diets are complete feeds, 
specifically designed for the dietary needs 
of finches and softbills. 

W e h a v e w o r k e d d i l igent ly ove r t h e pas t s e v e r a l y e a r s on 

i ^ our s p e c i a l f e e d s , w h i c h inc lude Dried Insects, Bee 

/ Pollen, Vi tamins, Dried Fruits, & Dried Vegetables. 

^ojjK^ ^ Feed your birds our Paradise Earth 
JT Premium Feed & see improved 

^^r/\pn f e a t h e r s , breeding & overall h e a l t h . 

B u y S o f t b i l l s , F i n c h e s a n d o u r P r e m i u m F e e d s o n l i n e a t 

w w w . B i r d P r o d u c t . c o m 
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Prices effective: May 8, 2011 (USPS Insurance increase) 
PLASTIC BANDS FOR EVERYONE. ALUMINUM BANDS FOR MEMBERS ONLY. 
B a n d i n g a n d m a r k i n g o f w i l d b i r d s is h i g h l y r e g u l a t e d b y t h e F e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t . It is i l l e g a l t o u s e 

a n y b a n d o n a b i r d t h a t is r e l e a s e d t o t h e w i l d e x c e p t a F e d e r a l b a n d i s s u e d b y US Fish & W i l d l i f e . 

Split Plastic Band Colors: Ligtit Green, Dark Green, Wtiite, Pink, Red, Purple, Yellow, Orange, Light 
Blue, Dark Blue and Black. One color each string. No numbering. 

Split plastic bands: $3.00per string - 1 0 bands. Indicate quantity/color b e i o \ 

XF (2.3mm) XCS (2.8mm) XCL {3.1mm) XB (4.0mm) X3 (4.5mm) Subtotal 
/ / / / / 

/ / / / / 

/ / / / / 

C l o s e d sequent ial ly numbered aluminum bands to members on 
Size A (2.20mm): Gold-breasted 
Waxbill, Orange-checked Waxbill, 
Owl Finch, Red-eared Waxbill, 
Strawberry Finch, small waxbills. 
Size 8 (2.34mm): Black-cheeked 
Waxbill, Cordon Bleu, Cuban 
Melodious Finch, Fire Finch, Olive 
Finch, Rufus-backed Mannikin, 
Timor Zebra. 
Size C (2.5Smm): Violet Eared & 
Blue Capped Waxbills, Cherry 
Finch, Bronze-winged Mannikin, 
Green/Gray Singing Finch, Pytilas, 
Red-headed and Forbes Parrot 
Finch, Silverbills, Star Finch, Red 
Siskin, Society, Cutthroat Finch. 

Size D (2.73mm): Blue-faced Parrot 
Finch, Gouldian Finch Chestnut-
breasted & most Manikins, most 
Parrot Finches, Pintailed Nonpareil, 
most Twinspots, American Zebra 
Finch, Peales Parrot Finch. 

Size E (2.89mm): Black-crested Finch, 
Diamond Sparrow, European 
Greenfinch, Golden Song Sparrow, 
Nuns, Peter's Twinspot, Siskins, Spice 
Finch, European Goldfinch, European 
Z e b r a . 

Visit our site for availability of 
plastic colors and aluminum 
sizes at NFSS.org 

ly below. 
Size G (3.20mm): Magpie 
Mannikins, Siberian 
Goldfinch, small Tanagers. 
Size J (3.4mm): Pekin 
Robin, Silver-eared Mesias, 
small softbills. 
Size K (3.S0mm): Java Rice 
Birds, Red-crested 
Cardinal, Saffron Finch, 
Shama Thrush. 
Size L (4.30mm): Diamond 
Dove, Mousebird, small 
doves, quail. 
Size M (4.48mm): Leaf 
Birds, Pagoda Mynah, 
Superb Starlings. 

Aluminum bands: $5.00 per string - 10 bands Indicate quantity only below. 
A B C D E G J K L M Subtotal 

^Handling fee must be Included in all orders 

Under $40.00 = $ 3.00 
$ 4 1 . 0 0 - $ 6 0 . 0 0 = $5 .00 
' ' 'Postal Insurance - optional: 

$00 .01 - $ 5 0 . 0 0 = $ 1 . 8 0 
$ 5 1 . 0 0 - $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 = $2 .30 
$ 1 0 0 . 0 0 - $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 =$ 2.85 

$ 6 1 . 0 0 - $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 = $ 8.00 
$ 1 0 1 . 0 0 - $ 3 0 0 . 0 0 = $ 1 0 . 0 0 

$200.01 - 299.00 = $4.75 
$300.00 - $5,000.00= $5.70 

Subtotals : 

^Handling: 

'• Insurance: 

Final total: 
Name: N F S S membership 

number: 
Street address: 

City: State: ZIP code: 

Phone number: E-mail address: 

Mail to: NFSS Band Secretary, 2234 Juneau Court South, Salem, OR 97302 
Phone: 503-581-8208 E-mail: band.s@nfss.orQ Check payable to: NFSS 
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H F S S A f f i l i a t e d C l u b s / E v e n t s 
201 1 Affiliates will be printed in the March/April issue of the Journal 

Liaison Officer - Alfredo Brugueros 
174 County Rood 2317 | Mineola, TX 75773 

affiliations@nfss.org 

California 
Central California Cage Bird Club 

Finch Society of Son Diego, Poway www.finchsocietyofsandiego.com Contact: sdfinchsociety@gmail.com. 
^Aeetings 4th Sunday of the month 2-4 PM, Poway Elks Club, 13219 Powoy Rood, Powoy C A 92064 on 
3 / 2 7 . 4 / 1 7 , 5 / 2 2 , 6 / 1 9 . 7/24, 8 / 2 8 , 9 / 2 5 , 10/23 . 12/4(2011) 

Santo Clara Bird Club, Santo Clara, www.santackirabirdclub.org Ciub AAeeting: Sundays at noon 3/1 3, 
4 / 1 0 , 5/15 , 6/12 , 7/10, 8/14, 9 / 1 1 , 10/9. I 1/6. Event:50th Annual Cage Bird Show See 
website for more into. Date: 1 2/3/1 1 Location: San Jose, CA. Contact; Cecile Aguilerc Email: showinfo® 
santaclarabirdclub.org [201 1) 

Colorado 
Mountain States Avian Society, Brighton, Denise Cook 303-588-7050 wvrw.ni$asbirds.org. Event: 
September 17-18, 201 1. 

Florida 
Suncoast Canary & Finch Club. Port Charlotte, FL. Event: 2nd Annual suncocsst Canary and finch Show. 
October 14, 15, 201 1 Location: Punto Gorda, FL. Contact Alexander Villorreal, email vetagator@yahoa.com. 

Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club, Stuart, www.tcexoficbirdclub.com Contccl: 772-38a9882 or tm50et@ 
y a h o o . c o m . Event: Exotic Bird Expo 201 1, AActch 20, Martin County Fairgrounds. 

Illinois 
Finch & Softbill Breeders & Exhibitors Club, Chicogoland www.fsbec.finchfiles.com, 847963-1926 
g a i l s g o u l d i a n s @ c o m c a s t net. E v e n t : TBA 

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club, Lombard, www.gccbc.org. Contact: secrefary@gccbc.org. Event: The 
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club Show, Nov 5lh, Weitendort Agricultural Center, 1 7 8 4 0 Lorawoy Rd., Joliet. 
H 60433 . Show Contact: Sher Toby, sharlant2000@yahoo,com, 847-217-4751 

Heart of Illinois Bird Club, 755 N. 4th Ave, Canton 61520 Meetings every third Sunday, 2pm (unless 
holiday). Bird Show & Fair, June 1 8. Meetings, fairs and show are oil held at the Grand Hotel, 4 4 0 0 N, 
Brondywine Dr, Peoria 61614. Contact: Jady, 309-645-7773 or hoibc@yahoo.com 

Mid West Bird Breeders & Exhibitors, Lowrenceville Event- TBA Contact Lisa Grimes, l9liels@yahoo,com 

Mid America Cage Bird Society, Des Moines, www.MACBS.org. Events: Bird Fairs March 27th, June 5th, 
August 28, Des Moines Botanical Center. Contact: John Thielking, Thielking@lowalink.com 

Iowa 
Mid America Cage Bird Society, Des Moines, www.MACBS.org, Events - Bird fairs March 27lh, June 5lh, 
August 28 2011 , Des Moines Botanical Center, contact-John Thielking: JThielking@comcasl.net 

www.n f s s .o rg 
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Maryland 
Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Baltimore www.bahimorebir(ffancier$.org Club meets 3rd Sun of month, 2:00, 
Towson Library, Contact: info@ballimorebirdlonciers,org. Events: Spring Bird AAart, AAay 2 1 . Toll Cedars Hall, 
2 5 0 P u t t v Hill Ave, Baltimore 21 234, Contact George at: amazon_parrot@comcast.nel 

Massachusetts 
AAassachusetts Cage Bird Assoc, Foxboro, 781 -335-3927, www.inasscogebird.org Event: Annual Bird 
Show, Oct. 13, Lowell Elks Lodge, 40 Old Ferry Rd, Lowell 01854 C o n t a c t l o r n Keegan, 78)-335-3927, 
nfss.pubs@gmail.com 

Minnesota 
Minnesota Canary and Finch Club, Minneapolis, Contact/Journal: Jerry Noble 10413 360th St.. Onamia, 
MN 56359 320-532-3822 Club event: 22nd Annual Canary and Finch Show October 29, 201 1, 
Prescott, Wl Conloci: Jerry Noble, 32a532-3822 . 

Missouri 
Greater Kansas City Aviculfural Society, Grondview, www.gkcos.org Contoct: dayforthebirds@aol.com or 
GKCAS.org@aal.com, 816-252-1 1 20. Event: BIRD FAIR Aug 5, 6 &7, Hilton Garden Inn, 19677 E Jackson 
Dr, Independence 64055 . Contact: Maria, maria-michel@live.com 

New Hampshire 
Birds of o Feather Avicultural Society, AAonchester, www.boaf.com Contact: member,support@BOAF,com or 
603-362-6106. Events: Spring Mart & Expo April 1 7 and Foil Show & Mart, Sat„Oct 22 location: All Dogs 
Gym and Inn, AAonchester, Judge: Al Decoteou Contoct: Roy Schwortz, President@BOAF com 

New York 
Empire Finch & Canary Club, West Hempstead, ifmanperez@aol.com Club meets 1 si Thursday every month at 
8 PM, Averill Blvd Park, Elmont, NY. Contoct: John Lund, irmanperez@aol.com. Event: TBA 

New York Finch & Type Canary Club, NYC, barsland@verizon.net AAeels 2nd Sunday of the month- 1:00 PM 
to 4:00 P m , except July & August. Events: Annual Show, September 24, St. Jude Church, 1677Canarsie Rd, 
Brooklyn NY. Entries: 8-10:00, Judging: 10-4:00 pm. Judge: louro Tinker. 

Ohio 
RAZ: Salem. Conlact {Annette Howard): 330-337-7654. howardai78@yahoo.com. Event: TBA. 

Oregon 
Columbia CofKiry Club, Portland, Contact: jeeperspeepers55@aol.com or 503-266-7606. Meeting location: 
Milwoukie, Oregon Grange. 

Puerto Rico 
Asociocion De Criodores de Finces Inc. Contact: finchespr@yahoo.com / 787-479-7405. AAeefings Every 
Tuesday @7:00 PM, Las Catalinos AAoll Food Court Area. Club Officer & Show Contact: Juan Alicea 787-
479-7405 or iuanalicea@yahoo,com. Events: Summer Show June 3-3, 201 1 Judge: Laura Tinker , Winter 
Show November 4-6. 2001 Judge: Annette Howard. Both Shows at Centre Comunol, Alturos de Villas del 
Rey, Coguos PR. Note. Only the following finch species are allowed lor the competition: Zebra, Society, Lady 
Gouldian, Cutthroat, Cordon Bleu, Green Singer, and Brazilian Crested Cardinal. 

Puerto Rico Zebra Finch Club, Gurobo, vrww.przfc.com. Contact: przfc@yahoo.com. Events: 11) PRZFC 
Summer Show, 1 5-1 7 July 201 1, Judge Bob Peers, Hotel El Guajotoca, CARR #2 #6301 KM 103.8 BARRIO 
TERRANOVA QUEBRADILLAS 00678 (http://hotelguajatoca com) Show conlacl: Jorge AAojico: puchosbirds@ 
yohoo.com, 787- 550- 3 163 Division : Zebra Finches. (2) PRZFC Christmas Show, 2-4 Dec. 201 I, Judge 
Alfredo Brugueros, Ceniro Comunal Sanlojuano 2, Coguos. Show AAonager: Nydio Rodriguez. 787 746 
7 1 4 1 , finch4u@gmail.com. Division: Zebra Finches. 
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Tennessee 
Heart of Tennessee Aviculture Society www.Keartohnaviculturesociety.com Conlacl; Lisa Murphy, 
wlmurphv@u5it.net. Event: Fall Show and Fair, 10 September, Middle Tennessee Stale University, 1720 
Greenland Dr. Murfreesboro, TN 371 30, Judge: TBA. Show Contact: Wilma Crawford, 615-396-8440 
tn ma 2@comcast. net 

Texas 

Fort Worth Bird Club, Fort Worth, www.fwbc.org. Contact: coculwell@wccs.nel or 8 1 7-220-5568. 

Alamos Exhibition Bird Club, Son Antonio. Bird show end Foil Bird AAort September 24. 201 1. 

Virginia 
Peninsula Caged Bird Society, Newport News, Contact: Peggy Duvol, finchbreeder@earthlink.net or 757-623-
4786. Events: Spring & Foil Marts & Shows, Columbian Center. Contact Deb Wilson, dwilson786@aol.com 

Wisconsin 
Central Wisconsin Cage & Wild Bird Connection, Monthly meetings-usuolly members homes 
Annual Bird & Garden Fair held in May in Marshfield, Wisconsin. Contact: Mcrlene Minor, mminor@tds.net 
715-884-2659 

Regional/Narional 
The Avicultural Society of America www.asabirds.org/home.html Steve Duncan PO Box 3 161 .Son Dimas, 
CA 91773 . The oldest aviculture society in the US,founded in 1927 

Notionol Institute of Red Canaries (NIROC) Westchester, IL www.niroc.org Club meeting: 4th Sunday of 
month. No meeting in Aug/Nov. Meetings held at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1 101 AAonchester 
Av., Westchester, IL ot 7:30 p.m. Event: September 24, 201 I held at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
NIROC Fall Boby Feather Show and AAart. Contact Donald Perez 630-664-4649 

Northeast Bird Group: Northeast Regional Club (New England, NY, NJ, PA), www.northeastbirdgroup. 
com. Contact: Tom Keegan at thomkeegan@9mail,com or Donna Roscili ot donnafosciti@aol.com. Club meets 
quarterly and has several events per year. Events: Summer Bird Fair, June 26, Foil River Elks Club, 4 5 0 0 N 
AAoin St, Fall River, MA. Divisions: SPBE, NCS, NFSS, 

West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Show, Sacramento {Regional Show) www.efinch.com/show. Event: 6lh 
Annual West Coast Zebra and Society Finch Show, July 30, La Quinlo Inn Downtown Sacramento. Contact: 
iamiafndl@comcost.net 

INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES 

Canada 
Canadian Finch & Softbill Society, Ontario, Contact: Vince AAoose, vmoase@rogers.com. Event: Show 
November 12-13, Brampton Fairgrounds, 12942 Heart Lake Rd, Brampton State: Ontario L6T 3S1 , Judge: 
Bob Peers (NFSS). Show Conlacl: Vince Moose, 905-723-1 978 or vmoase@rogers,com Other Divisions: 
Coloured Canary, Hamilton Roller Canary, American Singer Canary, Small Parrot. 

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society, Windsor, Ontario, Canada, 519-948-6398, iulianne@mnsi.nel. 
www.essexkentcbs.com Event: TBA 

Ottowo Bird Fanciers Society, Otfowa, Ontario, Canada, , www.ottawabirdfancierssociety.ofg Conlacl: 
Mario Gauci, mariogauciobfsQgmail.com or 61 3-244-1 678. Meets 2nd Thurs of month, 7:30 PM, St. AAork's 
Church, 1606 Fisher Ave, Ottawa. 

www.nfss.org 
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National Finch and Softbill Society 
Membership Application 

P L L . A B L - ; P R I N T A L L I N F O C L E A R L Y 

P r i m a r y M e m b e r F i r s t & L a s t N a m e 

P r i m a r y M e m b e r ' s E m a i l A d d r e s s 

(Ifdual membership) 

D u a l M e m b e r F i r s t & L a s t N a m e 

D u a l M e m b e r ' s E m a i l A d d r e s s 

M a i l i n g a d d r e s s 

C i t y S t a t e Z i p C o u n t r y 

A r e a c o d e P h o n e ( i n c a s e w e h a v e q u e s t i o n s ) 

• N e w m e m b e r s h i p A p p l i c a t i o n d a t e / / C h e c k # 

n I f J u n i o r M e m b e r s h i p ( f o r c h i l d r e n 6 - 1 6 y e a r s o l d ) D a t e o f B i r t h / / 

I f r e n e w a l , a n d y o u h a v e i t , l i s t y o u r N F S S # I f d u a l , 2 n d N F S S # 

A v i a r y N a m e 

H o w d i d y o u h e a r a b o u t u s ? 

• C h e c k h e r e i f y o u w a n t u s t o s e n d y o u a n A d v e r t i s i n g P a c k e t ? 

N F S S M E M B E R S H I P D U E S 

Single Dual Foreign Junior 

1 - Year 
$30.00 1 1 $35.00 1 1 $42.00 1 1 $10.001 1 

3 - Years $85.00 1 1 $99.00 1 1 n 
5 - Years $140.00 1 1 $165.00 1 1 • 
Ufetlme $1500.00 [ ~| $1740.001 1 1 I I 

P l e a s e p r i n t t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n o u t a n d m a i l w i t h c h e c k o r m o n e y o r d e r [ U . S . F u n d s ] 
M a k e C h e c k P a y a b l e t o N F S S a n d M a i l A p p l i c a t i o n t o ; 

N F S S M E M B E R S H I P 918 G E O R G I A AVE., E T O W A H , TN 37331 
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N F S S P a n e l o f J u d g e s - 2 0 
4th Vice President - Judges Panel/Standards/Research — Laura Bewley 

3538 S. 65 W. Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74107 
Contact Looro Bewley at lbewley@yahoo.com 

Nizam Ali Annette Howard Morion (Miki) Sparzok 
135-11 114th Street 1271 Censer Drive 945 Rosedale Avenue 
South Ozone Pk, NY 1 1420 Solem, O H 44460 Baltimore, MD 21237 
Phone: 781-835-8590 Phone: 330-337-7654 Phone: 410^587-8915 

howardaj7B@yahoo.com mjs5295@comcast.nel 
tauro Bewley 
3538 S. 65 W. Avenue Sally HunHngton Laura Tinker 
Tulsa, OK 74107 5634 Carnegie Street 31 Grope Hollow Rood 
Phone: 918-446-3999 Son Diego, C A 9 2 1 2 2 Holmes, NY 12531 
lbewley@yahoo,com Phone: 858-452-9423 Phone: 845-855-2662 

sallych@san.rr.com LKTinker@comcast.net 
Alfredo M. Brugueros 
174CR 2317 Armando Lee Christine Voronovitch 
Mineola, Texas 7 S 7 7 2 2825 SW 36th Terrace 38 Liberty Street 
Phone: 903-569-6979 Cape Coral, FL 33914 Manchester, CT 06040 
elmaridodealba@yahoo.com Phone 239-242-7675 Phone: 860-649-8220 

Fax: 239-471-2800 Ibtybeag le@aol. com 
Clarence Culwell alee21 @comcast.net 
250 Horseshoe Drive Jerri Wiesenfeld 
Springtown, TX 76082 Brian Mandarich 2379 Water Bluff Drive 
Phone: 817-22a5568 4743 E. Hedges Avenue Jacksonville, FL 32218 
coculwell@verizon.net Fresno, CA 93703 Phone: 904-71 4-2133 

Phone: 559-255-6508 jerrisiavas@Gol.com 
Dr. Al Decoteau 

jerrisiavas@Gol.com 

P.O. Box 546 Conrad Meinert Martha Wigmore 
Hollis, NH 03049 1212 E. 300 South 18913 Boston Street N W 
Phone: (603) 878-3435 Warsaw, IN 46580 Elk River, MN 55330 
spbel@aol.com Phone: 574-269-2873 Phone: 763-241-0071 

Birdmanofwarsaw@ newdlwi9@mindspring.com 
Julie R. Duimstro embarqmail.com 
618 North Nesmith Ave. Paul S. Williams 
Sioux Falls, SD 57103 Vince Moase 101 Linden Drive 
Phone: 605-332-5054 1078 Roundelay Court Eufaula, AL 36027 
julie.duimstra@gmail.com Oshowa, O N Canada L1J7R7 Phone: 334-687-1713 julie.duimstra@gmail.com 

905-723-1978 pwilliams@eufaula.rr.com 
Cecil Gunby vmoase@rogers.com 
8121 Route 1, Hwy. 54 
Sharpsburg, G A 30277 Bob Peers 
Phone/Fox: 770-254-1261 535 W. 61st St. Apt. D, 
cgunby@bellsouth.net Weslmont, IL 60559 

Phone/Fox: (630) 7 4 a 7 3 8 9 
Kenneth Gunby pastpresident@nfss.org 
3692 Mandarin Woods Dr. N 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 
Phone: 904-403-3078 
gunbybird2@aol.com 

A r e Y o u I n t e r e s t e d i n B e c o m i n g o n N F S S J u d g e ? 
Contact Laura Bewley at 4thVP@nfss.org 
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Mr. John Wilson 
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Legislative Liaison 
Mr, Roland Cristo 
legis@nfss.org 



. For Cage Birds & Wild Birds... 

E a r l y B i r d N y g e r 
A M E R I C A N G R O W N 

L I V E N I G E R B I R D S E E D 

Live Seed For Live Birds!"' 
W ild Hinl IMMMI: \c liigli (>t)ci-<;\. Ircil 

KaHyBinI \\grr'^'\*';n- rouiid. 

('age Birds: lAai K Bird \ \ g c r ' ^ ' cai i Uv led s|)roiilcd or 

d n cither ad-lil) or as pari of xoiir o\ seed hleiul. 

Ingredients: Niger (Guizotia abyssinica) 

Guaranteed Analysis 
M i n i m u m Prote in 2 3 . 5 % 
M i n i m u m Crude Fat 3 2 % 

M a x i m u m Crude Fibre 1 9 % 
M a x i m u m Mo is tu re 11 % 

E a r l y B i r d N y g e r ' ^ ' s e e d 
c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s p r o d u c t Is 

p r o t e c t e d b y U S D A P l a n t 
V a r i e t y P r o t e r t i o n 

N u m b e r 9 9 0 0 4 1 2 a n d U S D A 
P l a n t V a r i e t y P r o t e c t i o n 

A p p l i c a t i o n N u m b e r 2 0 0 5 0 0 1 4 0 . 

American Niger Seed Companŷ  
(877)346-2433 

www.nyger.com 
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T h e EuroCage™ i s b a s e d o n a 
d e s i g n u s e d b y m a n y E u r o p e a n 
b i r d b r e e d e r s . T h e c a g e s c a n 
b e u s e d s i n g l y o r i n s t a c k s o f 
t h r e e h i g h , c o v e r i n g a n e n t i r e 
w a l l o r r o o m . T h e c a g e s a r e * 
l i g h t , s t u r d y , h a v e p s o w d e r -
c o a t e d f r o n t s a n d d u r a b l e w h i t e 
p l a s t i c s i d e s . T h e s e o p a q u e 
s i d e s a r e a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f 
s u c c e s s f u l b r e e d i n g ; t h e y s e p a 
r a t e t h e p a i r s s o t h e y c a n h e a r 
e a c h o t h e r w i t h o u t s e e i n g e a c h 
o t h e r . E a c h u n i t c a n b e 
e q u i p p e d w i t h a f l u o r e s c e n t 
l i g h t t o s h o w t h e b i r d s t o t h e i r 
b e s t a d v a n t a g e . N e s t b o x e s c a n 
b e p l a c e d o n a p l a t f o r m i n s i d e 
t h e c a g e s w h i c h a s s u r e s t h a t 
b a n k s o f c a g e s c a n b e n e a t l y 
f i t t e d t o g e t h e r . T h e d e s i g n o f 
t h e c a g e a l l o w s f o r m a x i m u m 
h y g i e n e w i t h m i n i m u m e f f o r t , 
a n d t h e h i g h q u a l i t y a l u m i n u m 
t u b i n g i s d e s i g n e d f o r a l i f e t i m e 
i n v e s t m e n t . A n y q u e s t i o n s . . . 

Call 1.800.456.6780 

^(/e ca^ em, fuUie 'em^ 

(E Corners Limited 
CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS 


