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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

H a v e y o u e v e r s e e n a C o c k - o f - t h e - r o c k ? F o r a n u m b e r o f y e a r s i n 

t h e l a t e s i x t i e s I w o r k e d i n a p e t s t o r e i n S a n B e r n a r d i n o , C a l i f o r n i a , 

w h e r e o n e w a s o n d i s p l a y . I a n d c e r t a i n l y m a n y t h o u s a n d s o f o t h e r 

p e o p l e b e c a m e a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h i s s p e c i e s i n t h e I n l a n d P e t C e n t e r . 

I s e e c h a n g e s i n t h e p l a y i n g f i e l d o f b i r d - k e e p i n g t h a t l e a d m e t o 

w o n d e r i f m y c h i l d r e n ' s c h i l d r e n w i l l h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o e n j o y 

k e e p i n g a n d b r e e d i n g b i r d s . I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t j u s t a s I n e v e r k n e w 

t h e w o r l d m y p a r e n t s g r e w u p i n , y o u n g e r b r e e d e r s c a n n e v e r k n o w 

t h e w o r l d w h e r e I g r e w u p a n d t h e b i r d s I m e t i n m y y o u t h . 

T h e G r e a t H i l l M y n a h o n t h e c o v e r o f t h e J a n / F e b J o u r n a l w a s 

a v a i l a b l e i n m o s t p e t s h o p s i n t h e 1 9 6 0 s . S e e i n g t h e p i c t u r e o f a 

d r a m a t i c b u t n o t f l a s h y b l a c k - a n d - y e l l o w b i r d a n d r e a d i n g t h e f i n e 

a r t i c l e o n t h e i r h u s b a n d r y b y D i c k S c h r o e d e r m a y n o t m a k e m a n y o f 

y o u t h i n k , " I ' d r e a l l y l i k e t o k e e p a n d b r e e d H i l l M y n a h s . " I t m i g h t 

r a i s e t h e q u e s t i o n , " W h a t ' s t h e a t t r a c t i o n ? " Q u i t e s i m p l y t h e H i l l 

M y n a h s a r e a s c l o s e t o a p e r f e c t m i m i c a s y o u a r e l i k e l y t o f i n d , 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t b e c o m e s r e a l o n l y w h e n y o u s h a r e s p a c e w i t h t h e m . 

4 



SEP/OCT 2 0 1 2 N F S S JOURNAL 

I s a t a t d i n n e r a t a f r i e n d ' s h o u s e a b o u t 1 9 7 0 a n d k e p t h e a r i n g a 

f a m i l i a r s o u n d t h a t I j u s t c o u l d n ' t p l a c e . I a s k e d t h e h o s t , a p e t 

s t o r e o w n e r , w h a t t h e s o u n d w a s . T h e r e p l y , " I t ' s t h e m y n a h d o i n g 

s e w i n g m a c h i n e . " W i t h o u t e x p e r i e n c i n g t h e m i n p e r s o n t h e a t t r a c t i o n 

i s l a r g e l y l o s t . 

H a v e y o u s e e n a n y o f t h e f o l l o w i n g i n a p e t s t o r e r e c e n t l y ? M a s k e d 

G r a s s F i n c h , Y e l l o w - b e a k e d S h a f t t a i l ( H e c k ' s ) , P a r s o n F i n c h , O w l 

F i n c h , o r a n y o f t h e P a r r o t F i n c h e s ? I g r e w u p i n a w o r l d w h e r e a l l o f 

t h e s e p l u s s e v e r a l s p e c i e s o f A m a z o n p a r r o t s . M a c a w s , a n d m a n y 

s m a l l e r p a r r o t s p e c i e s w e r e r e g u l a r l y a v a i l a b l e i n l o c a l p e t s t o r e s . 

T o d a y ' s y o u t h a r e l i k e l y o n l y t o s e e w h a t t h e l o c a l P e t C o carries a n d 

i f i t ' s l i k e t h e l o c a l P e t C o i t ' s B u d g i e s a n d C o c k a t i e l s . I f w e w a n t t o 

w a t c h a n o t h e r g e n e r a t i o n p i c k u p a n d c a r r y o n t h e h o b b y w e m u s t 

" S h o w t h e m t h e b i r d s . " I f w e f a i l t o i n t e r e s t t h e m t h e r e w i l l b e n o 

n e x t g e n e r a t i o n o f c a g e b i r d - b r e e d e r s a n d t h e q u e s t i o n m i g h t b e , 

" H a v e y o u e v e r s e e n a G o u l d i a n F i n c h ? " 

T h e 2 0 1 2 N a t i o n a l C a g e B i r d S h o w t h i s y e a r i s i n S t L o u i s , M i s s o u r i , 

T h u r s d a y N o v e m b e r 1 5 t h r u S a t u r d a y N o v e m b e r 1 7 , 2 0 1 2 a t t h e 

M i l l e n n i u m H o t e l i n S t L o u i s . I h o p e t o s e e y o u t h e r e . 

J o h n W i l s o n 

P r e s i d e n t N F S S 
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N A T I O N A L F I N C H A N D S O F T B I L L S O C I E T Y 

M E M B E R S H I P A P P L I C A T I O N 

P L E A S E P R I N T A L L I N F O R M A T I O N C L E A R L Y 

PRIMARY MEMBER NAME 

PRIMARY MEMBER'S E-MAIL 

[IF DUAL MEMBERSHIP] DUAL MEMBER'S NAME 

DUAL MEMBER'S E-MAIL 

MAILING ADDRESS 

CITY STATE , ZIP COUNTRY 

PHONE (_ 

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION DATE 

IN CASE WE HAVE QUESTIONS 

/ / CHECK # 

IF JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP (AGES: 6 - 1 6 YEARS OLD) DATE OF BIRTH / 

IF RENEWAL, LIST YOUR N F S S # IF YOU HAVE IT IF DUAL, 2"" N F S S # 

AVIARY NAME 

How DID YOU HEAR ABOUT N F S S ? . 

CHECK HERE IF YOU WANT US TO SEND YOU AN ADVERTISING PACKET 

NFSS MEMBERSHIP DUES 
SINGLE DUAL FOREIGN JUNIOR 

1 YEAR $30.00 n $35.00 n $42.00 n $10.00 n 

3 YEARS $85.00 n $99.00 n 
5 YEARS $140.00 n $165.00 • 
LIFETIME $1,500.00 n $1,740.00 n 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO NFSS fU.S. Funds] • MAIL WITH APPLICATION TO 

N F S S MEMBERSHIP • 9 1 8 G E O R G I A AVE. • ETOWAH, N J 3 7 3 3 1 



SEP/OCT 2012 N F S S JOURNAL 

O R D E R N F S S J O U R N A L B A C K I S S U E S 

DVD C O M P I L A T I O N : 1984-2008 
P L E A S E P R I N T A L L I N F O R M A T I O N C L E A R L Y 

NAME 

MAILING ADDRESS 

Crrv STATE ZIP COUNTRY 

PHONE ( ) IN CASE WE HAVE QUESTIONS 

E-MAIL ADDRESS 

WOULD YOU LIKE us TO SEND YOU AN ADVERTISER'S PACKET? YES No 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE MAILING LIST FOR THE SUPPLEMENTAL DVD 
COMPILATION FOR YEARS STARTING 2009? Y E S NO 

DVD Price Includes Domestic U.S.A Shipping by U.S. Mail 
Foreign Orders will Require Additional Shipping Charges to Destination 

$20.00 PER D V D 

PLEASE SEND [QUANTITY] DVDS AT $20.00 EACH TOTAL $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED ON YOUR CHECK $ CHECK # 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO NFSS (U.S. Funds) • MAIL WITH FORM TO 

NFSS DVD ORDER • 9 1 8 GEORGIA AVE. • ETOWAH, NJ 37331-1004 

You Can Also Order Online Using PayPal 
http://nfss.org/dvdorder.html 
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Vlational flvicultural TR.ecognition flward 

A l t h o u g h w e a r e n e a r i n g t h e e n d o f t h e y e a r , i t ' s n e v e r t o o e a r l y t o s t a r t 
p r e p a r i n g f o r t h e 2 0 1 3 s h o w s e a s o n . I n a d d i t i o n t o s t r i v i n g t o e a r n 
e n o u g h p o i n t s t o o b t a i n E x h i b i t o r o f E x c e l l e n c e , C h a m p i o n E x h i b i t o r , 
N B C W i n n e r , o r C h a m p i o n B i r d , e x h i b i t o r s a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o s t r i v e t o 
w i n t h e h i g h e s t a w a r d t h e N F S S h a s t o o f f e r : t h e N a t i o n a l A v i c u l t u r a l 
R e c o g n i t i o n A w a r d ( N A R A ) . 

T o o b t a i n N A R A y o u m u s t b e a m e m b e r o f t h e F i n c h a n d S o f t b i l l S a v e 
( F S S ) c o n s e r v a t i o n p r o g r a m . P a r t i c i p a n t s w h o m e e t t h e f o l l o w i n g 
r e q u i r e m e n t s a r e e l i g i b l e t o r e c e i v e t h i s a n n u a l a w a r d w h i c h is 
p r e s e n t e d a t t h e N a t i o n a l C a g e B i r d S h o w . 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

LEVEL B: HONORABLE MENTION [FIRST STEP TOWARD NARA AWARD] 

1 . T h e p e r s o n m u s t b e a m e m b e r o f FSS f o r t w o ( 2 ) y e a r s 
2 . K e e p r e c o r d s 
3 . C l o s e d - b a n d e d f o u r ( 4 ) g e n e r a t i o n s a n d / o r d o c u m e n t a t i o n i n t h e 

f o r m o f a p e d i g r e e 

LEVEL A: FULL NARA AWARD 

1 . T h e a v i c u l t u r i s t m u s t h a v e a l r e a d y e a r n e d t h e L e v e l B N A R A A w a r d 
i n a p r e v i o u s y e a r . 

2 . A w r i t t e n p r o t o c o l o n h o w t h e s u c c e s s w a s a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h 
e n o u g h d e t a i l t h a t a n o t h e r a v i c u l t u r i s t c o u l d f o l l o w t h e s a m e 
p r o t o c o l a n d r e p l i c a t e i t w i t h s u c c e s s m u s t b e s u b m i t t e d t o t h e 
N A R A C o m m i t t e e b e f o r e N A R A v o t i n g . 

3 . An a r t i c l e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e N F S S J o u r n a l m u s t b e s u b m i t t e d t o 
t h e C o m m i t t e e d e s c r i b i n g t h e b r e e d i n g p r o g r a m p r o t o c o l s u b m i t t e d 
a b o v e a s w e l l a s t h e i n f o r m a t i o n g a r n e r e d a b o u t t h i s s p e c i e s . 

4 . W r i t t e n r e f e r e n c e s f r o m a t l e a s t t h r e e N F S S m e m b e r s w h o h a v e 
s e e n t h e n o m i n e e ' s s e t u p a n d b i r d s m u s t b e p r o v i d e d . I d e a l l y , s u c h 
r e f e r e n c e s s h o u l d d e s c r i b e t h e c a n d i d a t e ' s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , 
c o m m u n i t y i n v o l v e m e n t , a n d a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . M u c h w e i g h t w i l l 
b e p l a c e d o n t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e s e r e f e r e n c e s a n d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
t h e y p r o v i d e . 
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ADDITIONAL CRITERIA 

T h e r e q u i r e m e n t s l i s t e d o n t h e p r e v i o u s p a g e a r e t h e m i n i m u m 
b r e e d i n g e x p e r i e n c e a n d d o c u m e n t a t i o n r e q u i r e d t o b e e l i g i b l e f o r t h e 
a w a r d , b u t t h e y a r e n o t t h e d e c i d i n g f a c t o r f o r r e c e i v i n g t h e a w a r d . T h e 
N A R A is d e s i g n e d t o b e a v e r y p r e s t i g i o u s a w a r d d i f f i c u l t t o a c h i e v e . 

W e a r e s e e k i n g c a n d i d a t e s w h o h a v e d o n e e x c e p t i o n a l t h i n g s i n t h e 
f i e l d o f a v i c u l t u r e a n d w h o h a v e s h a r e d t h a t e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e 
c o m m u n i t y t o b e t t e r a v i c u l t u r e . T h e y m a y d o t h a t i n m a n y d i f f e r e n t 
w a y s . T h e y m a y s h o w t h e i r b i r d s a n d s h a r e t h e m w i t h t h e c o m m u n i t y , 
t e a c h i n g o t h e r s a b o u t t h e m . T h e y m a y j u d g e b i r d s h o w s a n d s h a r e t h e i r 
k n o w l e d g e w i t h e x h i b i t o r s o f a l l e x p e r i e n c e l e v e l s . T h e y m a y w r i t e f o r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s . T h e y m a y s p e a k a t e v e n t s s u c h a s e x p o s , c o n v e n t i o n s , 
s h o w s , a n d b i r d c l u b s . T h e y m a y o r g a n i z e b i r d g r o u p s , v o l u n t e e r f o r b i r d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , o r a s s i s t w i t h o r g a n i z e d c o n s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t s . T h e 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s a r e i n f i n i t e . I n s h o r t , c a n d i d a t e s s h o u l d b e i n d i v i d u a l s w h o 

1 . h a v e e x p e r i e n c e a n d h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d s u c c e s s w o r k i n g w i t h 
t h e i r b i r d s 

2 . c o n t r i b u t e t o a v i c u l t u r e i n a r e l e v a n t w a y b y w o r k i n g w i t h s p e c i e s 
t h a t a r e r a r e o r d i f f i c u l t , a n d 

3 . s h a r e t h e i r k n o w l e d g e w i t h t h e a v i c u l t u r a l c o m m u n i t y i n a w a y t h a t 
h e l p s t h e c o m m u n i t y t o g r o w a n d t h r i v e . 

T h e FSS d i r e c t o r w o u l d p r e s e n t c a n d i d a t e s t o t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s . 
T h e y w o u l d v o t e o n t h e w i n n e r s d u r i n g t h e 3 r d Q u a r t e r b o a r d m e e t i n g . 

H o w TO NOMINATE A CANDIDATE 

1 . A n y N F S S m e m b e r m a y n o m i n a t e a c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e N A R A . 
2 . V e r i f y t h e c a n d i d a t e ' s e l i g i b i l i t y t o e n s u r e t h e y m e e t t h e m i n i m u m 

r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r t h e a w a r d . 
3 . E x p l a i n h o w t h e c a n d i d a t e m e e t s t h e a d d i t i o n a l c r i t e r i a d e s c r i b e d 

a b o v e i n a l e t t e r o r e - m a i l w i t h t h e s u b m i s s i o n . 
4 . S u b m i t t h e r e q u i r e d d o c u m e n t s a n d r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e F i n c h a n d 

S o f t b i l l S a v e d i r e c t o r b e f o r e t h e N F S S B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s 3'"^ Q u a r t e r 
b o a r d m e e t i n g ( c a n d i d a t e s f o r t h e F u l l N A R A A w a r d n e e d n o t 
r e s u b m i t L e v e l B d o c u m e n t a t i o n ) . 

5 . N o m i n a t i o n s w i t h i n c o m p l e t e d o c u m e n t a t i o n a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 
3"^ Q u a r t e r b o a r d m e e t i n g w i l l n o t b e c o n s i d e r e d f o r t h e a w a r d 
t h a t y e a r . 
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V l a t i o n a l f l v i c u l t u r a l TR.ecognition A w a r d 

A l t h o u g h w e a r e n e a r i n g t h e e n d o f t h e y e a r , i t ' s n e v e r t o o e a r l y t o s t a r t 
p r e p a r i n g f o r t h e 2 0 1 3 s h o w s e a s o n . I n a d d i t i o n t o s t r i v i n g t o e a r n 
e n o u g h p o i n t s t o o b t a i n E x h i b i t o r o f E x c e l l e n c e , C h a m p i o n E x h i b i t o r , 
N B C W i n n e r , o r C h a m p i o n B i r d , e x h i b i t o r s a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o s t r i v e t o 
w i n t h e h i g h e s t a w a r d t h e N F S S h a s t o o f f e r : t h e N a t i o n a l A v i c u l t u r a l 
R e c o g n i t i o n A w a r d ( N A R A ) . 

T o o b t a i n N A R A y o u m u s t b e a m e m b e r o f t h e F i n c h a n d S o f t b i l l S a v e 
( F S S ) c o n s e r v a t i o n p r o g r a m . P a r t i c i p a n t s w h o m e e t t h e f o l l o w i n g 
r e q u i r e m e n t s a r e e l i g i b l e t o r e c e i v e t h i s a n n u a l a w a r d w h i c h is 
p r e s e n t e d a t t h e N a t i o n a l C a g e B i r d S h o w . 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

LEVEL B: HONORABLE MENTION [FIRST STEP TOWARD NARA AWARD] 

1 . T h e p e r s o n m u s t b e a m e m b e r o f FSS f o r t w o ( 2 ) y e a r s 
2 . K e e p r e c o r d s 
3 . C l o s e d - b a n d e d f o u r ( 4 ) g e n e r a t i o n s a n d / o r d o c u m e n t a t i o n i n t h e 

f o r m o f a p e d i g r e e 

LEVEL A: FULL NARA AWARD 

1 . T h e a v i c u l t u r i s t m u s t h a v e a l r e a d y e a r n e d t h e L e v e l B N A R A A w a r d 
i n a p r e v i o u s y e a r . 

2 . A w r i t t e n p r o t o c o l o n h o w t h e s u c c e s s w a s a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h 
e n o u g h d e t a i l t h a t a n o t h e r a v i c u l t u r i s t c o u l d f o l l o w t h e s a m e 
p r o t o c o l a n d r e p l i c a t e i t w i t h s u c c e s s m u s t b e s u b m i t t e d t o t h e 
N A R A C o m m i t t e e b e f o r e N A R A v o t i n g . 

3 . A n a r t i c l e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e N F S S J o u r n a l m u s t b e s u b m i t t e d t o 
t h e C o m m i t t e e d e s c r i b i n g t h e b r e e d i n g p r o g r a m p r o t o c o l s u b m i t t e d 
a b o v e a s w e l l a s t h e i n f o r m a t i o n g a r n e r e d a b o u t t h i s s p e c i e s . 

4 . W r i t t e n r e f e r e n c e s f r o m a t l e a s t t h r e e N F S S m e m b e r s w h o h a v e 
s e e n t h e n o m i n e e ' s s e t u p a n d b i r d s m u s t b e p r o v i d e d . I d e a l l y , s u c h 
r e f e r e n c e s s h o u l d d e s c r i b e t h e c a n d i d a t e ' s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , 
c o m m u n i t y i n v o l v e m e n t , a n d a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . M u c h w e i g h t w i l l 
b e p l a c e d o n t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e s e r e f e r e n c e s a n d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
t h e y p r o v i d e . i 
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ADDITIONAL CRITERIA 

T h e r e q u i r e m e n t s l i s t e d o n t h e p r e v i o u s p a g e a r e t h e m i n i m u m 
b r e e d i n g e x p e r i e n c e a n d d o c u m e n t a t i o n r e q u i r e d t o b e e l i g i b l e f o r t h e 
a w a r d , b u t t h e y a r e n o t t h e d e c i d i n g f a c t o r f o r r e c e i v i n g t h e a w a r d . T h e 
N A R A is d e s i g n e d t o b e a v e r y p r e s t i g i o u s a w a r d d i f f i c u l t t o a c h i e v e . 

W e a r e s e e k i n g c a n d i d a t e s w h o h a v e d o n e e x c e p t i o n a l t h i n g s i n t h e 
f i e l d o f a v i c u l t u r e a n d w h o h a v e s h a r e d t h a t e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e 
c o m m u n i t y t o b e t t e r a v i c u l t u r e . T h e y m a y d o t h a t i n m a n y d i f f e r e n t 
w a y s . T h e y m a y s h o w t h e i r b i r d s a n d s h a r e t h e m w i t h t h e c o m m u n i t y , 
t e a c h i n g o t h e r s a b o u t t h e m . T h e y m a y j u d g e b i r d s h o w s a n d s h a r e t h e i r 
k n o w l e d g e w i t h e x h i b i t o r s o f a l l e x p e r i e n c e l e v e l s . T h e y m a y w r i t e f o r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s . T h e y m a y s p e a k a t e v e n t s s u c h a s e x p o s , c o n v e n t i o n s , 
s h o w s , a n d b i r d c l u b s . T h e y m a y o r g a n i z e b i r d g r o u p s , v o l u n t e e r f o r b i r d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , o r a s s i s t w i t h o r g a n i z e d c o n s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t s . T h e 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s a r e i n f i n i t e . I n s h o r t , c a n d i d a t e s s h o u l d b e i n d i v i d u a l s w h o 

1 . h a v e e x p e r i e n c e a n d h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d s u c c e s s w o r k i n g w i t h 
t h e i r b i r d s 

2 . c o n t r i b u t e t o a v i c u l t u r e i n a r e l e v a n t w a y b y w o r k i n g w i t h s p e c i e s 
t h a t a r e r a r e o r d i f f i c u l t , a n d 

3 . s h a r e t h e i r k n o w l e d g e w i t h t h e a v i c u l t u r a l c o m m u n i t y i n a w a y t h a t 
h e l p s t h e c o m m u n i t y t o g r o w a n d t h r i v e . 

T h e FSS d i r e c t o r w o u l d p r e s e n t c a n d i d a t e s t o t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s . 
T h e y w o u l d v o t e o n t h e w i n n e r s d u r i n g t h e 3 r d Q u a r t e r b o a r d m e e t i n g . 

How TO NOMINATE A CANDIDATE 

1 . A n y N F S S m e m b e r m a y n o m i n a t e a c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e N A R A . 
2 . V e r i f y t h e c a n d i d a t e ' s e l i g i b i l i t y t o e n s u r e t h e y m e e t t h e m i n i m u m 

r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r t h e a w a r d . 
3 . E x p l a i n h o w t h e c a n d i d a t e m e e t s t h e a d d i t i o n a l c r i t e r i a d e s c r i b e d 

a b o v e i n a l e t t e r o r e - m a i l w i t h t h e s u b m i s s i o n . 
4 . S u b m i t t h e r e q u i r e d d o c u m e n t s a n d r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e F i n c h a n d 

S o f t b i l l S a v e D i r e c t o r b e f o r e t h e N F S S B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s 3"^^ Q u a r t e r 
b o a r d m e e t i n g ( c a n d i d a t e s f o r t h e F u l l N A R A A w a r d n e e d n o t 
r e s u b m i t L e v e l B d o c u m e n t a t i o n ) . 

5 . N o m i n a t i o n s w i t h i n c o m p l e t e d o c u m e n t a t i o n a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 
3'^^ Q u a r t e r b o a r d m e e t i n g w i l l n o t b e c o n s i d e r e d f o r t h e a w a r d 
t h a t y e a r . 
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T A L K I N G F I N C H E S 

:>tj J u l i e U u i m s t r a 

NFSS Panel Judge 

Ta l k i n g f i n c h e s a r e n o t t h a t u n c o m m o n ! I h a v e h e a r d t h e l i t t l e 
R e d - h e a d e d F i n c h t h a t w a s f e a t u r e d i n t h e a r t i c l e u t t e r t h e 
w o r d " T u r k e y " v e r y c l e a r l y o v e r t h e t e l e p h o n e ! H i s t a l e n t i s 

l i m i t e d h o w e v e r ; h e d i d n o t d i a l m y t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r ! : - ) 

Y e a r s a g o a t a b i r d s h o w i n M e d f o r d , O r e g o n , I w i t n e s s e d m y f i r s t 
t a l k i n g f i n c h , a h a n d - f e d J a v a R i c e B i r d t h a t s a i d t h e w o r d , "Hel/o"\r\ 

a v e r y c l e a r l i t t l e v o i c e . 

M o r e r e c e n t l y I h a v e h e a r d a h a n d - f e d , c h o c o l a t e - a n d - w h i t e , p i e d 
B e n g a l e s e ( S o c i e t y ) F i n c h s a y , "Flick my bird"—ar\d 

v e r s i o n o f w h a t h i s o w n e r C l a r a G o n t e r o a l w a y s s a i d t o F l i c k w h e n 
s h e w o u l d u n c o v e r h i s c a g e i n t h e m o r n i n g : "How is F l i c k my b i r d ? " 

I h a v e h a n d - r a i s e d s e v e r a l f i n c h e s o v e r t h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s . 
B e n g a l e s e , Z e b r a , a n d t h e D i a m o n d F i r e t o i l F i n c h o r e t h e s p e c i e s I 
h o v e w o r k e d w i t h . I k n o w m a n y o t h e r s w h o h o v e e n j o y e d t h e r i c h 
r e w a r d s o f t h i s l a b o r - i n t e n s i v e e n d e a v o r . T h e h a n d - t a m e d f i n c h e s 
a r e e n d e a r i n g l i t t l e s o u l s a n d o f f e r a w h o l e n e w d i m e n s i o n t o w h a t w c 
t h i n k o f a s p e t b i r d s . 

T h e r e i s a w i n d o w o f t i m e d u r i n g w h i c h b i r d s l e a r n t h e i r s o n g s . T h e 
l a t e D r . L u i s B o p t i s t o a t t h e C a l i f o r n i a A c a d e m y o f S c i e n c e s d e v o t e d 
m u c h o f h i s l i f e ' s w o r k t o t h e s t u d y o f s o n g i n b i r d s — i t s 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d v a r i a t i o n s o r d i a l e c t s t h a t e x i s t f r o m r e g i o n t o 
r e g i o n . N o t u n l i k e o u r o w n p a t t e r n s o f h u m a n s p e e c h a n d h o w t h e y 
d i f f e r w i t h g e o g r a p h i c a l r e g i o n s . 

L u i s w a s f a s c i n a t e d w i t h h o w b i r d s l e a r n t h e i r s o n g . W h e n I v i s i t e d 
w i t h h i m l o s t y e a r i n h i s l a b o r a t o r y a t t h e C a l i f o r n i a A c a d e m y o f 
S c i e n c e s , h e p l a y e d s o n o g r a m s o r r e c o r d i n g s o f b i r d s o n g s a n d 
e n c o u r a g e d m y s e l f a n d o t h e r s t o r e c o r d t h e v o c a l i z a t i o n s o f t h e 
b i r d s w e k e e p . 
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I b e g a n t o t h i n k a b o u t t h e b i r d s I h a d r a i s e d o v e r t h e y e a r s a n d t h e 

" s o n g s " e a c h o n e s u b s e q u e n t l y d e v e l o p e d . I r e f l e c t e d o n o n e l i t t l e 

S o c i e t y F i n c h ( n o t h a n d - r a i s e d i n c i d e n t a l l y ) t h a t i n c o r p o r a t e d 

p o r t i o n s o f t h r e e d i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r e n t s o n g s f r o m t h r e e d i f f e r e n t 

c o c k s i n t o h i s o w n l i t t l e s o n g . I w a s t o t a l l y a m a z e d b y t h i s ! 

I h o v e a l s o h e a r d t h e t r i l l i n g s o n g o f a c a n a r y p o u r f o r t h f r o m a 

b r i l l i a n t , m u l t i - c o l o r e d G o u l d i o n F i n c h c o c k ! T h e C o u l d i o n w a s h o u s e d 

i n t h e s o m e r o o m w i t h a s i n g i n g c a n a r y a t t h a t c r i t i c a l t i m e w h e n t h e 

p i e c e s o f i t s s o n g w a s f o r m i n g a n d t h e r e s u l t w a s t h a t i t 

i n c o r p o r a t e d t h e c a m r / ' s e n t i r e s o n g a s i t s o w n ! 

H a v i n g s a i d a l l o f t h i s i n t h i s u n c h a r t e d a r e a o f " t a l k i n g f i n c h e s " , a l l 

I c a n o f f e r o r e m y o b s e r v a t i o n s . I m u s t s o y , I h o v e f o u n d t h i s w h o l e 

c o n c e p t v e r y f a s c i n a t i n g a n d j u s t t o t e s t i t f u r t h e r , I k e e p r e p e a t i n g 

s i m p l e , o n e s y l l a b l e w o r d s t o t h e l i t t l e B e n g a l e s e f i n c h t h a t I h o v e 

j u s t h a n d - r a i s e d t h r o u g h f l e d g i n g . T o d o t e I h o v e n o t h i n g t o r e p o r t 

i n t e r m s o f t h e b i r d ' s s p e e c h ; h o w e v e r , t h e s e x o f t h i s b i r d h a s y e t 

t o b e d e t e r m i n e d ! 

H a n d - f e d f i n c h e s a s p e t s ! W h a t a n o v e l c o n c e p t . 

Exotic Finches & Softbills 
Jamie Yorck 

Phone: 415-824-3594 - jyorck(g)astound.net 
San Francisco, California 

Airline shipping available 
Contact for current availability a n d price list 
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f ^ r o m t h e E d i t o r . . . 

K n o w i n g I h a v e r a i s e d b i r d s m a n y y e a r s m y n e i g h b o r b r o u g h t m e 
t h e f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e p u b l i s h e d o n t h e S c i e n c e P a g e i n t h e B u f f a l o 
( N . Y . ) N e w s . I f o u n d i t i r o n i c w h e n I r e a d i t a n d d i s c o v e r e d i t g o e s 
a l o n g w i t h w h a t J u l i e D u i m s t r a w r o t e a b o u t t a l k i n g f i n c h e s o n t h e 
p r e v i o u s p a g e s . 

J B A B Y T A L K 
B Y AMANDA ALVAREZ [MILWAUKEE SENTINEL] 

B a b b l i n g b a b i e s a n d b i r d s o n g m a y n o t s o u n d a l i k e , b u t l e a r n i n g h o w t o 
v o c a l i z e h a p p e n s i n s i m i l a r w a y s i n b o t h h u m a n a n d b i r d b a b i e s . N e w 
research has f o u n d t h a t b i r d s u s e t h e l e f t s i d e o f t h e b r a i n f o r 
p e r c e i v i n g a n d p r o d u c i n g s o n g , j u s t as h u m a n s d o f o r s p e e c h . 

T h e a r t i c l e w e n t o n t o s a y m o s t s o n g b i r d s l e a r n t h e i r s o n g s b y 
l i s t e n i n g a n d i m i t a t i n g . S o m e b i r d s , l i k e c a n a r i e s , c a n p i c k u p m o r e 
t h a n o n e s o n g , b u t z e b r a f i n c h e s l e a r n o n e s o n g a n d s t i c k w i t h i t 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r l i f e . T h e m o l e Z e b r a f i n c h e s l e a r n t o v o c a l i z e f r o m 
t h e i r p a r e n t s , l i k e h u m a n s d o . P r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h s h o w e d s t r o n g 
n e u r o o n a t o m i c a l s i m i l a r i t i e s b e t w e e n b i r d a n d h u m a n b r a i n s . 

T w o f i n c h g r o u p s w e r e s t u d i e d , ( 1 ) a d u l t s a n d ( 2 ) a d o l e s c e n t s s t i l l i n 
t h e " b a b b l i n g " p h a s e . T h e y w e r e p l a y e d e i t h e r t h e i r f a t h e r ' s b i r d 
s o n g , a n o v e l s o n g , o r s i l e n c e . R e s e a r c h e r s w e r e i n t e r e s t e d i n t w o 
a v i a n b r a i n r e g i o n s , N C M a n d H V C , a n a l o g o u s t o t h e h u m a n a r e a s f o r 
s p e e c h p e r c e p t i o n a n d p r o d u c t i o n , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

H V C , t h e area i n v o l v e d i n s i n g i n g , h o d m o r e a c t i v e n e u r o n s i n t h e l e f t 
h e m i s p h e r e o f t h e b r a i n f o r a d o l e s c e n t s a n d a d u l t s . T h i s l e f t -
d o m i n a n c e f o r s p e e c h - p r o c e s s i n g i s a l s o p r e s e n t i n h u m a n i n f a n t s a n d 
a d u l t s i n t h e h o m o l o g o u s b r a i n r e g i o n , c a l l e d B r o c a ' s area. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: D u e t o t h e l e n g t h o f t h i s a r t i c l e s p a c e d o e s n o t p e r m i t 
r e p r i n t i n g i t i n i t s e n t i r e t y b u t y o u a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o r e a d t h e e n t i r e 
a r t i c l e , BABY TALK, o n t h e B u f f a l o N e w s w e b s i t e a t 

h ftp://www. b u f f a l o n e w s . c o m / l i f e / a r f i c l e 9 8 5 3 7 3 . e c e 
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ZEBRA F I N C H 
T a e n i o p y g i a g u i t t a t a 

Q u i t e o f t e n m a n y g o t t h e i r s t a r t i n a v i c u l t u r e w h e n c h i l d r e n , b e f o r e 
t h e y k n e w w h a t t h e w o r d " a v i c u l t u r e " m e a n t . A t t h a t t i m e t h e i r 
p a r e n t s b o u g h t t h e m a " s t a r t e r " b i r d , m o s t l i k e l y a B u d g e r i g a r 
( B u d g y ) , C a n a r y , o r F i n c h . R e g a r d l e s s o f w h a t t h e " s t a r t e r " b i r d w a s , 
d o w n t h e r o o d t h e y u n d o u b t e d l y w o u n d u p w i t h a f i n c h a n d , a s a l l 
f i n c h b r e e d e r s w i l l t e l l y o u , t h e y o r e e x t r e m e l y a d d i c t i v e . B e f o r e y o u 
k n o w w h a t h a s h a p p e n e d , t h e o n e p a i r i s n o w o n a v i a r y f u l l o f f i n c h e s . 

M o s t c o m m o n i s t h e Z e b r a F i n c h , a m e m b e r o f t h e E s f r i l d i d a e 

f a m i l y , w h i c h i n c l u d e s t h e g r o s s f i n c h e s , w o x b i l l s , m a n i k i n s , a n d 
o t h e r s m a l l f i n c h e s . A f t e r t h e Z e b r a F i n c h i t ' s a t o s s u p a s t o w h i c h 
r a n k s n e x t i n p o p u l a r i t y . S o m e g o f r o m t h e n o r m a l t o m u t a t i o n s , e v e n 
a d d i n g t h e m a g n i f i c e n t L a d y C o u l d i a n t o t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n . 

B e c a u s e t h e N o r m a l Z e b r a F i n c h i s d i m o r p h i c ( m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s 
h o v e d i f f e r e n t c o l o r s ) a n d e a s i l y i d e n t i f i a b l e , t h e y o f t e n a r e 
o b t a i n e d i n p a i r s . A l t h o u g h t h e y m i g h t n o t r e a l i z e i t a t t h e t i m e , i n 
t h e b o c k o f t h e i r m i n d t h e y ' r e t h i n k i n g , " H m m m m , m a y b e t h e y ' l l h o v e 
b a b i e s . " T h e n , a s t i m e g o e s b y a n d t h e y r e a l i z e h o w e n t e r t a i n i n g 
t h e y o r e , t h e u r g e t o b r e e d t h e s e l i t t l e g u y s s e t s i n . 

A t t h i s t i m e t h e y t h i n k t h e o n l y t h i n g t h e y h a v e t o d o i s t h r o w a 
w i c k e r b a s k e t i n t h e c a g e , l e t t h e m d o t h e i r t h i n g , t h e y ' l l h o v e 
b a b i e s , t h e y ' l l s e l l t h e m , t h e y ' l l m o k e m o n e y , a n d e v e r y t h i n g w i l l b e 
g r e a t . S o d t o s a y , t h i s m e t h o d c o n h o v e s e r i o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s . A s a 
r e s u l t o f t h i s f i r s t success t h e y t h i n k b r e e d i n g b i r d s i s e a s y a n d 
t h e y ' r e n o w c a u g h t u p i n b e c o m i n g a b r e e d e r . L i t t l e d o t h e y r e a l i z e i t 
i s n ' t a s e a s y a s t h a t a n d i t w o n ' t t a k e l o n g b e f o r e t h e y l e a r n t h a t 
t h r o w i n g t w o b i r d s t o g e t h e r i s n o t s u c h a g o o d i d e a . 

I n s t e a d o f b r e e d i n g q u a l i t y , s u d d e n l y t h e c h i c k s a r e n ' t a s n i c e a s t h e 
p a r e n t s , a n d p o s s i b l y s o m e d o n o t s u r v i v e , l e a v i n g t h e m w o n d e r i n g 
w h y . A t t h i s s t a g e t h e y e i t h e r s t o p b r e e d i n g , g e t r i d o f t h e b i r d s , o r 
t h e y t r y t o f i n d o u t w h y t h e y w e r e n o t s u c c e s s f u l a n d d e c i d e i t ' s 
t i m e f o r e d u c a t i o n . S o d t o s a y , t h e y u s u a l l y d u m p t h e b i r d s o r 
c o n t i n u e b r e e d i n g t h e m u n t i l t h e y d i e . 
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C o n t i n u o u s b r e e d i n g i s n o t g o i n g t o i m p r o v e t h e q u a l i t y . T h e y d o n ' t 
u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t o p r o d u c e q u a l i t y y o u m u s t s t a r t w i t h q u a l i t y a n d 
t h i s a p p l i e s t o a l l b r e e d i n g p r o g r a m s . Y o u d o n o t j u s t p u t a m a l e a n d 
f e m a l e t o g e t h e r a n d e x p e c t g r e a t r e s u l t s . 

F o r t h o s e o f u s w h o h a v e b e e n a r o u n d f o r m a n y y e a r s , s o m e d a t i n g t o 
t h e ' 6 0 s a n d e a r l i e r , w e w e n t p o s t t h e n o v i c e b r e e d i n g s t a g e a n d 
l e a r n e d m a n y t h i n g s t h e h a r d w a y . W e d i d n ' t h o v e t h e w e a l t h o f 
k n o w l e d g e a v a i l a b l e t o b r e e d e r s t o d a y , h a v i n g t o d o e v e r y t h i n g b y 
t r i a l a n d e r r o r . I t w a s t h e s e o l d - t i m e r s w h o s h o r e d t h e i r k n o w l e d g e 
w i t h o t h e r o v i c u l t u r i s t s i n a v a r i e t y o f w a y s : s h a r i n g t h e i r a c t u a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s , a r t i c l e s i n p u b l i c a t i o n s , p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n c l u b a c t i v i t i e s , 
b y w o r d o f m o u t h , a n d o n l i n e . 

A l l o f t h i s s h a r i n g h a s h e l p e d u s g e t w h e r e w e o r e t o d a y . W i t h o u t a l l 
t h e s e o l d - t i m e r s m a n y s p e c i e s w o u l d b e o n t h e e x t i n c t , r a r e , 
e n d a n g e r e d , o r h a r d - t o - f i n d l i s t t o d a y . 

W h i l e i t t a k e s k n o w l e d g e o f w h a t y o u a r e b r e e d i n g , m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
i s t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e s t o c k . Y o u c a n n o t p r o d u c e g o o d f r o m b o d ; y o u 
c a n ' t e v e n p r o d u c e h a l f - g o o d . F o r i n s t a n c e , i f y o u t h i n k m a t i n g a t h i n 
b i r d t o a n o v e r w e i g h t b i r d i s g o i n g t o g i v e y o u t h e p e r f e c t b i r d -
f o r g e t i t ! A i n ' t g o n n a h a p p e n ! A s w i t h h u m a n s , " / w are what you 
e a f " a r \  t h i s i s t r u e w i t h y o u r b i r d s , r e g a r d l e s s o f w h a t s p e c i e s t h e y 
o r e . S o m e b r e e d e r s f e e d o n l y s e e d a n d o n r a r e o c c a s i o n w i l l g i v e a 
p i e c e o f e n d i v e t o t h e b i r d . T h e y f e e l t h i s i s a l l t h e y n e e d . I w o n d e r 
h o w t h e y ' d l i k e t o l i v e o n o n l y b r e a d a n d w a t e r . 

M a n y e x c e l l e n t a r t i c l e s h a v e b e e n p u b l i s h e d i n t h e N F S S J o u r n a l 
a b o u t t h e Z e b r a a n d o t h e r f i n c h e s , a l l s t r e s s i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 
d i e t . O n e o f t h e m a n y a r t i c l e s i s i n t h i s i s s u e : " H i g h P r o t e i n E g g M i x " 
b y R o n C a s t a n e r ( p a g e 2 4 ) . 

Y o u c o n t e l l w h y t h e Z e b r a i s s o p o p u l a r w h e n y o u l o o k a t t h i s i s s u e ' s 
c o v e r b i r d . N o t o n l y a r e t h e y p l e a s i n g t o l o o k i n g a t , b u t t h e s e l i t t l e 
g u y s c o n b e q u i t e v o c a l , w i t h a s o n g c o n s i s t i n g o f s m a l l p e e p s a n d 
w i n d i n g u p w i t h a r h y t h m i c s o n g e m i t t i n g f r o m m o l e s . K e e p i n g a 
w a t c h f u l e y e o n f a t h e r a n d s o n l e t s y o u r e a l i z e t h e s o n s l e a r n f r o m 
t h e i r f a t h e r a n d t h e r e i s l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e . 
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F O R U M T I D B I T S 

B e l o w a r e s o m e c o m m e n t s , t i p s , a d v i c e , a n d g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n p o s t e d 
b y m e m b e r s o n t h e N F S S F o r u m . P l e a s e b e a w a r e t h e s e a r t i c l e s a r e 
p r o v i d e d a s a r e s o u r c e o n l y . T h e v a l i d i t y a n d c e r t a i n t y o f t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n is n o t t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f N F S S . N F S S c a n n o t g u a r a n t e e t h e 
r e s u l t s o f t h e c o n t e n t . 

DR O W N I N G— I h a d a j u v e n i l e S o c i e t y d r o w n i n a h a n g i n g w a t e r e r , 
t h e k i n d w i t h h o l e s i n t h e c o v e r a n d c i r c u l a r p e r c h a r o u n d t h e 
o u t s i d e . I t a p p a r e n t l y g o t t h r o u g h o n e o f t h e h o l e s b u t c o u l d n o t g e t 
o u t a n o t h e r h o l e . T h e r e w a s b a r e l y r o o m f o r t h e b i r d i n t h e t r o y b u t 
i t f o r c e d i t s w a y i n . 

WATCH B IRDS ON T H E F L O O R — I h a v e h a d a b i r d s t u c k o n t h e c a g e 

a l l n i g h t f o r o n e r e a s o n o r a n o t h e r . W a t c h t h e s e b i r d s b e c a u s e 
p e r h a p s t h e y h o v e l o s t a f l i g h t f e a t h e r a n d c a n n o t f l y t o t h e w a t e r 
o r s e e d c o n t a i n e r s . I f t h e y ' r e o n t h e f l o o r , f i n d o u t w h y . I ' v e s a v e d 
t w o b i r d s b y w a t c h i n g f o r t h i s . 

JISTHNCHES and Softbills Magazine 
W h i l e focusui£ p r i m a r i l y o n A u s t r a l a t i a , t h i s ma£axiac 
i n c o r p o r a t e s w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g w i t h finches & s o f t b i l l s 
from m a n y o v e r s e a s l o c a t i o n s a s IVTU, i n c l u d i n g . S o u t h 

A f r i c a , A m e r i c a , E u r o p e a n d t h e U . K . 

P u b l i s h e d q u a r t e r l y , w e l o o k a t m a n y d i f f e r e n t s p e c i e s 
a s w e l l a s b r e e d e r s s e t u p s . W e a l s o h a v e a Q u e s t i o n & 

a n s w e r s e c t i o n a n d p r o v i s i o n f o r c o m m e n t s from a l e a d i n g 
a v i a n v e t . 

G r o w i n g i n d i s t r i b n d o n w i t h e a c h i s s u e . 

W h y n o t s u b s c r i b e ? 

4 I s s u e s c o a t j u s t $ 4 S . 0 O N Z D p o s t e d a n y w h e r e i n t h e U . S A . 

Clieck us out at: u-ww.justrinchcs.com 
Securt page uitli credit card faolitics 

email: p.wxVa iustfmcht-s ci im 
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Now available at ladygouldian.com 

The newest MASTERWORK by 

R U S S E L L K I N G S T O N 

T h e b o o k h a s o v e r 5 2 0 p a g e s , w e i g h s a p p r o x . 5 . 4 p o u n d s a n d 
m e a s u r e s 8 . 5 b y 1 2 i n c h e s . 

THE FINCH. . .a B r eede r ' s Compan ion 
C o v e r s 7 0 s p e c i e s , u s i n g 4 0 0 c o l o r p h o t o s . 

C l o s e l y r e l a t e d s p e c i e s a r e t r e a t e d s e p a r a t e l y , 
b u t a r e g r o u p e d t o g e t h e r i n 2 5 c h a p t e r s . 

$ 1 2 9 . 9 5 
1 0 % DISCOUNT FOR NFSS MEMBERS 
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\ f^fnONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCI] 

^ 0 H o t s 
C o p s 
C u p s 
B a g s 

H o m e & O f f i c e G i f t s 
N a m e B a d g e s & 

E m b r o i d e r e d A p p o r e l 

i 

(i> ( i > 

n f s s . o r g / s h o p . h t m l r ^ ^ ^ V 

i' 1 mm 
KAt .Aukum,CA 95656-03 7^ 

5 3 0 - 6 2 0 - 7 4 4 0 

! l : ; ; ; ; 2 ^ ! ^ ! ^ r d p r o d i ^ ^ 

Qua l i t y B i rds at A f fo rdab le P r i c e s i ^ " ^ ^ 

31 O ld W i r e R o a d E a s t 
L o n d o n , A r k a n s a s 7 2 8 4 7 

Finches - Canaries - Parrots - Doves 

4 7 9 - 2 9 3 - 4 9 9 4 
Email: mandy@singing-win9s-aviary.e0m 
Website: www.singing-wings-aviafy.com 

P l e a s e S u p p o r t O u r A d v e r t i s e r s 

18 



SEP/OCT 2 0 1 2 
NFSS JOURNAL 

T H E M O R N I N G R I T U A L 

biy r)oug J~aiylor 
GULF COAST FINCHES • BEAUMONT, TEXAS 

yo u w o u l d t h i n k F i n c h M a n s i o n w a s b e i n g r u n b y m i l i t a r y g e n e r a l s 
t h e w a y b r e a k f a s t i s e x e c u t e d e v e r y m o r n i n g . B u t n o , t h e 
p r e c i s i o n i n v o l v e d i s b a s e d o n h o w t h e m a n y f i n c h s p e c i e s a r e 

a d a p t i n g t o t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s a n d m e , a n d h o w I a m a d a p t i n g t o t h e m 
a n d t h e i r n e e d s . T h e y l i k e r o u t i n e s a n d u n d e r s t a n d t h e m w e l l . 
R o u t i n e s k e e p t h e m c a l m a n d s e c u r e . T h e y b e c o m e e a r n e s t a n d 
d e p e n d a b l e b r e e d e r s . 

N e w p a r e n t - r a i s e d , n o - l i v e - f o o d ( P R / N L F ) s p e c i e s , i n c l u d i n g R e d -
w i n g e d P y t i l i a s a n d y e l l o w - w i n g e d P y t i l i a s t h a t h a v e f l e d g e d t h i s 
w e e k , a l o n g w i t h s u c c e s s i v e f l e d g l i n g s f r o m t h e O r a n g e - c h e e k s , a r e 
c o n t r i b u t i n g t o o v e r a l l n u m b e r s , a l o n g w i t h a f e w A u s t r a l i a n s p e c i e s 
t h a t a r e k n o w n a n d r e l i a b l e p r o d u c e r s . G r a y S i n g e r s h a v e c h i c k s , b u t 
I a m n o t c o u n t i n g t h e m u n t i l t h e y f l e d g e . 

FREEDOM TO C H O O S E 

I o w e s o m e o f t h e success o n c r e a t i n g a h y b r i d f l i g h t / c a g e r o o m 
w h e r e t h e r e i s f r e e d o m t o b u i l d n e s t s w h e r e v e r t h e b i r d s w a n t . A s i t 
t u r n s o u t , b o t h s p e c i e s o f P y t i l i a s c h o s e e x i s t i n g b a m b o o n e s t s i n 
c a g e s — j u s t n o t t h e o n e s t h e y w e r e o r i g i n a l l y a s s i g n e d t o . O n t h e 
o t h e r h a n d , t h e O r a n g e - c h e e k s p r e f e r t o b u i l d t h e i r m i n i -
t u m b l e w e e d c o c o - f i b e r b a l l s a n d s t a c k t h e m i n p i l e s i n e v e r y c o r n e r 
o f t h e r o o m a n d o t h e r p a r t s , y e t t o b e d i s c o v e r e d . 

T h e r e a r e a b o u t a d o z e n c a g e s t h a t h a v e t h e i r d o o r s w i r e d o p e n , 
h a v e n e s t s s e t u p , a n d a r e l e f t f o r t h e n e e d s o f a n y p a i r s c h o o s i n g t o 
u s e t h e m , a s w a s t h e c a s e w i t h t h e P y t i l i a s . I n t h e i n s t a n c e w i t h t h e 
V e l l o w ^ t i l t a s , a p a i r o f Z e b r a s w i t h t h e i r c h i c k s f l e d g i n g l a s t w e e k 
u s e d t h e n e s t n e x t t o t h e i r s . T h e 3 0 " c a g e h a s s i x n e s t s a n d i t ' s 
p o s s i b l e o t h e r n e s t s a r e b e i n g u s e d . B u t l e t ' s g e t o n w i t h t h e r o u t i n e 
t h a t b e g i n s a t 4 : 3 0 a . m . f o r m e , p r e p p i n g f o o d f o r t h e d a y , a n d t h e 
f i r s t d e l i v e r y o f f o o d , w h i c h o c c u r s a t 6 : 1 7 a . m . , t h e t i m e t h e s e c o n d 
b a n k o f l i g h t s g o e s o n i n t h e f i r s t b i r d r o o m . 
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L i g h t s o n a r e s p a c e d o n e h o u r a p a r t f o r e a c h r o o m , g i v i n g m e t i m e t o 
d e l i v e r b r e a k f a s t i n o n e r o o m a n d p r e p a r e f o r t h e n e x t . U p t o 6 0 
p l a t e s o f f o o d a r e p r e p a r e d f o r e a c h r o o m . 

G R E E N DAY D I E T 

I t i s c r i t i c a l t o s e r v e t h e G r e e n D a y D i e t o f f r e s h v e g e t a b l e s a n d 
f r e s h e g g f o o d a t l i g h t s o n . T h e r e a r e a l w a y s h a t c h l i n g s a n d 
f l e d g l i n g s t o b e f e d , a n d f o r p r o p e r g r o w t h t h e y m u s t s t a r t e a c h d a y 
w i t h n u t r i t i o u s f o o d a n d n o t b e s t u f f e d w i t h s e e d s . 

T h e o r d e r i n w h i c h p l a t e s o f f o o d a r e s e r v e d i s a l w a y s t h e s a m e . T h i s 
w a y , a l l b i r d s a r e p a t i e n t , k n o w i n g w h e n t h e y w i l l g e t t h e i r s . T h e o n l y 
d e v i a t i o n f r o m t h e r o u t i n e i s w h e n t h e r e a r e h a t c h l i n g s o r f l e d g l i n g s 
a n d t h o s e s p e c i f i c c a g e s a r e s e r v e d f i r s t . N o t o n l y d o t h e p a r e n t s 
d e p e n d o n t h i s t o f e e d t h e i r n o i s y b a b i e s — a n d a r e r e i n f o r c e d t h a t 
t h e y c a n c o n t i n u e d o i n g s o o n a d a i l y b a s i s — b u t t h e o t h e r b i r d s k n o w 
w h a t t h e p r i o r i t y i s . I t a l s o l e t s t h e m k n o w t h a t h a v i n g b a b i e s 
r e s u l t s i n a n e a r l i e r f e e d i n g . T h e r e i s n o m i s t a k i n g w h a t t h e s o u n d o f 
b e g g i n g c h i c k s i s . Y o u k n o w a n d t h e o t h e r b i r d s k n o w . 

Y o u m a y t h i n k I ' v e b e c o m e a l i t t l e o b s e s s i v e o v e r t h i s , b u t I w i l l t e l l 
y o u , s u c c e s s i s i n t h e d e t a i l s . O n c e t h e r o o m s h a v e b e e n f e d t h e r e 
i s t i m e t o c l e a n u p a n d p r e p a r e f o r w a t e r , w h i c h i s u s u a l l y a n h o u r 
a n d a h a l f a f t e r f e e d i n g . W h e n e a t i n g s o f t f o o d , s o m e o f t h e f o o d 
d o e s g e t s t u c k o n b e a k s a n d m o s t o f t h e b i r d s u s e t h e w a t e r t o w a s h 
i t o f f , g e t t i n g t h e w a t e r m u d d i e d . T h e b i r d s d o w a i t u n t i l t h e y g e t 
t h e i r f r e s h w a t e r t o b a t h e . T h e w a t e r i s d e l i v e r e d a t a b o u t 85°, 
w h i c h m o s t s e e m t o l i k e . I f t h e y w a n t i t c o o l e r , t h e y w a i t . B u t 
u s u a l l y , b y t h e t i m e w a t e r d e l i v e r y i n a r o o m i s c o m p l e t e d h a l f t h e 
b i r d s h a v e a l r e a d y b a t h e d . 

DAILY GROOMING 

B a t h i n g i s a n e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e d a i l y g r o o m i n g . A n d i n 
c o o l e r w e a t h e r , c l e a n f e a t h e r s i n s u l a t e b e t t e r . J u s t t o s h o w h o w 
m u c h t h e y a n t i c i p a t e i t , t h e b i r d s g e t n o i s y a t f e e d i n g t i m e , b u t 
d o u b l y s o w h e n t h e i r w a t e r i s b e i n g c h a n g e d . T h e f i n a l r o u n d o f t h e 
b i r d r o o m s i s t o r e f r e s h s e e d . T h e b i r d s u s u a l l y g o d i r e c t l y t o t h e 
r e f r e s h e d s e e d c u p s a s s o o n a s y o u a r e f i n i s h e d w i t h t h e i r c a g e . 
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I t i s f o r t h i s r e a s o n I w a i t u n t i l l a s t , a s I w a n t t h e m t o h a v e a g o o d , 
n u t r i t i o u s b r e a k f a s t f r o m t h e f r e s h , s o f t - f o o d p l a t e f i r s t . I h o v e 
o n e e x c e p t i o n t o t h i s , w h i c h a l s o r e i n f o r c e s h o w w e l l t h e y 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e c o n c e p t o f a r o u t i n e . 

T h e S t r a w b e r r y f i n c h e s p r e f e r a s m a l l e r s e e d t h a n t h e w h i t e m i l l e t 
a l l t h e b i r d s g e t . I h a v e m a d e i t a p o i n t t o g i v e t h e m t h e i r s p e c i a l 
s e e d w h e n I g i v e t h e m t h e i r f r e s h w a t e r . E v e r y d a y w h e n I c o m e i n t o 
t h e r o o m w i t h t h e i r w a t e r , o n e o r t w o o f t h e S t r a w b e r r i e s a r c 
p e r c h e d o n t h e s e e d c u p , w a i t i n g f o r t h e i r d a y ' s r e f i l l . 

T h e o n l y o t h e r v i s i t I m i g h t m a k e i n t h e m o r n i n g i s t o b r i n g i n f r e s h 
p i l e s o f c o c o f i b e r a n d a h a n d f u l o f f e a t h e r s . N e s t - b u i l d i n g i s a l w a y s 
o n t h e a g e n d a f o r s o m e o f t h e f r e e - r a n g e r s i n t h e h y b r i d f l i g h t / c a g e 
r o o m s . I d o n ' t l i n g e r i n t h e r o o m s i n t h e m o r n i n g . S o m e b i r d s p r e f e r 
n o t t o e a t u n t i l y o u l e a v e . T h e s a m e g o e s f o r b a t h i n g . T h e y h a v e 
t h e i r p r e e n i n g a n d s o c i a l i z i n g a s w e l l , o n l y i n t h e c o m p a n y o f b i r d s . 

L e a v i n g t h e b i r d s a l o n e t o d o t h e i r t h i n g i s o n e o f t h e b e t t e r 
r e s t r a i n t s f o r s u c c e s s f u l b r e e d i n g . M y n e x t v i s i t t o t h e r o o m s i s i n 
t h e a f t e r n o o n t o c h e c k o n f o o d l e v e l s f o r t h e c a g e s w i t h h a t c h l i n g s 
a n d f l e d g l i n g s , a s w e l l a s t h e c o l o n y c a g e s . M o r e p l a t e s o f f o o d a r e 
b r o u g h t i n a s n e e d e d . 

EVENING C H O R E S 

I p r e f e r t o d o c l e a n i n g a n d m a i n t e n a n c e c h o r e s i n t h e e v e n i n g , 
u s u a l l y w i t h i n t h e l a s t c o u p l e o f h o u r s b e f o r e l i g h t s o f f . T h e b i r d s 
o r e m o s t s e t t l e d a t t h i s t i m e , t h e i r d a y ' s a c t i v i t i e s c o m p l e t e , a n d 
l e s s l i k e l y t o b e u p s e t b y t h e i n t r u s i o n a n d w h a t i t e n t a i l s . T h i s , t o o , 
i s p r e d i c t a b l e a n d a c c e p t a b l e . I t h i n k m o s t p e o p l e f i n d t h e i r l i v e s r u n 
m o r e s m o o t h l y w h e n t h e y h a v e a d o i l y r o u t i n e . I k n o w i t w o r k s f o r 
m e . A n d , a s y o u c o n s e c , m y r o u t i n e i s s t r i c t l y f o r t h e b i r d s . 

WATCH FOR THE HOLIDAY I s s t E 

N o v / D E C 2 0 1 2 

CHANGES ARE ON THE WAY 
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B U Y N F S S B A N D S 

WITH EACH ORDER, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, 
RECEIVE A F R E E , GENEROUS SAMPLE OF 

MUSCAMUNCHIES^" 

COURSE-GROUND AND FINE-GROUND LARVAE 

Insects, and only insects; 
no fillers and no preservatives. 

Musca Munchies™ 
is a n o p t i m a l source for food e n h a n c e m e n t 

OREGON FEEDER INSECTS 
http://wvvw.skipios. com 
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Prices Effective May 8, 2011 (USPS Rate Increase) 
PLASTIC BANDS: Available to Everyone ALUMINUM BANDS: Members Only 
Banding and marking of wild birds is highly regulated by the Federal government. It is 
illegal to use any band on a bird released into the wild, except a Federal band issued by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife. 

SPLIT PLASTIC BAND COLORS: 
ONE COLOR EACH STRING, NO NUMBERS 

SPLIT PLASTIC BANDS: $3.00 PER STRING OF 10 BANDS 

Light Green, Dark Green, White, Pink, Red, Purple, Yellow, 
Orange, Light Blue, Dark Blue, Black 

INDICATE QUANTtTY AND COLOR BELOW 

XF {2.3MM) XCS (2.8mm) XCL (3.1mm) XB (4.0mm) X3 (4.5mm) Subtotal 
/ / / 1 / 
1 / / 1 / 
1 1 / I / 

Closed, Sequentially 
Size A {2.20mm): Gold-breasted 
Waxbiil, Orange-cheeked Waxbill, 
Owl Finch, Red-eared Waxbill. 
Size B (2.34mm): Black-cheeked 
Waxbill, Cordon Bleu, Cuban 
Melodious Finch, Fire Finch, Olive 
Finch, Rufus-backed Mannikin, 
Timor Zebra 
Size C (2.55mm): Violet-eared and 
Blue-capped Waxbills, Cherry Finch 
Bronze-winged Mannikin, Green/ 
Grey Singing Finch, Pytilas, 
Red-headed and Forbes Parrot 
Finch, Silverbills, Star Finch, Red 
Siskin, Society, Cutthroat Finch 

Numbered Bands Below Are Available to Members Only 
Size D {2.73mm): Blue-faced Parrot Size G (3.20mm): Magpie 
Finch, Gouldian Finch, Chesstnut-
breasted, most Mannikins, most 
Parrot Finches, Pintailed Nonpareil, 
most Twinspots.American Zebra 
Finch, Peales Parrot Finch 
Size 2 (2.89mm): Black-crested 
Finch, Diamond Sparrow, European 
Greenfinch, Golden Song Sparrow, 
Nuns, Peter's Twinspot, Siskins, 
Spice finch, European Goldfinch, 
European Zebra 
Visit our site for availability of 
plastic colors and aluminum 
sizes at www.NFSS.org 

Mannikins, Siberian 
Goldfinch, small Tanagers 
Size J {3.4mm): Pekin 
Robin, Silver-eared Mesias, 
small Softbills 
Size K (3.50mm): Java Rice 
birds, Red-crested Cardinal, 
Saffron Finch, Shama Thrush 
Size L (4.30mm): Diamond 
Dove, Mousebird, small 
Doves, Quail 
Size M {4.48mm): Leaf 
Birds, Pagoda Mynah. 
Superb Starlings 

ALUMINUM BANDS: $5.00 per string of 10 bands-Indicate quantit f only below 

A B C D E G J K L M S U B 
TOTAL $ 
S U B 
TOTAL $ 

HANDLING FEE: Must Be Included in All Orders 
Under $40.00 $3,00 

$41.00-5 60.00 $5.00 
$61.00-$100.00 $ 8.00 

$101.00-$300.00 $10.00 HANDLING FEE $ 

POSTAL INSURANCE: Optional 
$00.01 -5 50.00 $1.80 

$51.00-5 100,00 $2,30 
100.00-5 200.00 $5.00 

$6100-5100.00 $8.00 
$300.00 - S 500.00 $ 5.70 

Each Additional $ .95 
$100.00 

"Insurance $ 

FINAL TOTAL $ 

NAME NFSS MEMBERSHIP # 

STREET ADDRESS. 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

PHONE I EHHAIL 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO NFSS (U.S. Funds) • MAIL TO 

NFSS Band Secretary • 2234 Juneau Court South • Salem, OR 97302 
Phone: 505-581-8208 • Email: bands@nfss.org 
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The Foreign Bird League 

The Premier Foreign Bird Keepinci Society In The UK 
Founded 1932 

Overseas membership 2010 £18.00 (to be paid in sterling) 

P l e a s e v is i t o u r w e b s i t e to d o w n l o a d a m e m b e r s h i p f o r m a n d 
c h e c k o n t h e l a t e s t m e m b e r s h i p f e e s . 

www.fforeiqnblrdieaque.com 

T h e G o u l d i a n F u n d w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 2 0 0 5 t o p r o m o t e a w a r e n e s s a n d t o f u n d 
v a l u a b l e r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e d e c l i n e o f t h e L a d y G o u l d i a n F i n c h , n o w c o n s i d e r e d 
endangered i n t h e w i l d , w h e r e r e c e n t e s t i m a t e s s u g g e s t t h e r e a r e f e w e r t h a n 
2 , 5 0 0 G o u l d i a n s r e m a i n i n g . 

A P R E C I O U S L I F E I S W A I T I N G 

P l e a s e m a k e y o u r d o n a t i o n t o SAVE THE GOULDIAN F U N D , a n o n - p r o f i t c h a r i t y , a n d 
N F S S w i l l m a t c h i t — u p t o $ 1 0 . Y o u c a n d o n a t e w i t h o u t l i m i t , b u t t o g e t h e r , l e t ' s 
r a i s e a t l e a s t $ 5 0 0 b y t h e e n d o f 2 0 1 2 . A l l d o n a t i o n s a r e u s e d f o r r e s e a r c h a n d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n m a n a g e m e n t , t h u s h e l p i n g t h e F u n d c o n t i n u e i t s i m p o r t a n t 
c o n s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t s . F o r d e t a i l s a b o u t t h i s r e m a r k a b l e p r o j e c t , v i s i t t h e i r 
w e b s i t e a t w w w . s a v e t h e g o u l d i a n . o r g . 
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HIGH PROTEIN EGG MIX 
A L L R I G H T S R E S E R V E D 

Former NFSS President 
AFA South Florida Regional Director 

E-mail: finches@bensouth.net 

ihe fo l l ow ing r e c i p e f o r a h i gh - p r o t e i n egg m ix is not 
exc l u s i ve l y f o r S i s k i n s and f i n c he s . Th i s is an e x c e l l e n t m ix 

I f o r al l b i r d s , la rge and smal l . W h i l e i t does r equ i r e a f e w 
minu tes o f y ou r t ime , i t is not s ome th i ng you mus t do e ve r y day. You 
can f r e e z e a n d / o r r e f r i g e r a t e t h e m ix and you wi l l f i n d t h e end 
r e su l t s a r e e x t r e m e l y r ewa rd i ng . 

S t a r t by bo i l ing f o u r eggs f o r t w e n t y m inu tes and a l low t h e m to coo l . 
W h e n t h e eggs hove coo l ed , r emove t h e she l l s and c u t t h e eggs in 
ha l f . P lace t h e ha lved eggs in a f o o d p r o ce s so r . To t h e ha lved eggs in 
t h e p r o ce s so r , a dd o n e - f o u r t h t ea spoon o f whea t g e r m and two 
tab l e spoons o f P r o t e i n Twen t y - F i v e . M i x in t h e f o o d p r o c e s s o r f o r 
only f i v e se conds (do not ove r -m i x ) . A t t h i s t ime t h e egg m i x t u r e 
shou l d be f i n e and c rumb l y , not gooey. Emp t y m i x t u r e in a la rge bowl 
and s e t as ide . 

Tho rough l y wash f o u r carrots, c u t t i n g t h e m into chunks and p lac ing 
t h e m in t h e f o o d p r o ce s so r . P r o ce s s unt i l t h e carrots are very f i n e . 
S e t as ide . I n a large bowl , m ix t h e fo l l ow ing i ng red i en t s by hand (Do, 
not use t h e f o o d p r o ce s so r ) : f o u r t ab l e spoons P r o t e i n T w e n t y F ive , 
f i v e t ab l e spoons Pe tamine , f i v e t ab l e spoons B e r b e r Baby Ce r ea l 
Powder , o n e - f o u r t h t ea spoon <elp Powder , o n e - f o u r t h t ea spoon 
Ga r l i c , o n e - f o u r t h t ea spoon B r ewe r ' s Y e a s t Powder , o n e - f o u r t h 
t ea spoon Powde r ed V i t am ins , o n e - f o u r t h t ea spoon Powde r ed Ca l c ium, 
o n e - f o u r t h t ea spoon (or less) Sp i ru l i na , t h r e e capsu les o f 
La c t obac i l l u s o r Ac i doph i l u s . A d d t h e eggs and carrots and m ix wel l 
by hand. Do rjpt use t h e f o o d p r o ce s so r . M i x unt i l e v e r y t h i n g is m i x e d 
we l l . T h e m i x t u r e shou ld be ve r y l ight and c rumb ly . You may 
s u b s t i t u t e A b b a , Cede , o r any o t h e r m ix f o r P r o t e i n T w e n t y F ive . Y ou 
may also s u b s t i t u t e t h e baby c e r ea l w i t h d i f f e r e n t k inds. One t i m e 
you con use t h e r i c e , t h e n e x t t ime use t h e m i x ed , and so on. I hove 
a lso used Q u a k e r O a t s i f I ran out o f baby c e r ea l . 

25 



NFSS JOURNAL SEP/OCT 2012 

Ju s t process it in the processor until it is a very fine powder and mix 
it with the eggs. For variety, you can add and change things around. 
I f your food processor does not hold four eggs at once, do two eggs 
at a time, adjusting ingredients accordingly by dividing in half. 

The powdered vitamins contain all the needed vitamins such as: E, A, 
'B , and D3. They also contain Acidophilus or Lactobacillus, powdered 
honey, bee pollen, and Spirulina, plus all the needed minerals. Place 
the f inished mixture in an airt ight container and ref r igerate, or 
place in ice cube trays covered with foi l and f reeze. Remove one at a 
t ime or whatever amount you need at the time and defrost . I place 
mine in Ball canning jars, refr igerat ing one ja r and freez ing the rest. 

I give my birds th is egg food r ight f rom the refr igerator . I have 
never warmed mine before feeding but that is not to say you cannot. 
In the f reezer , the mixture can be kept up to a month. I f the 
mixture is s tored in the re f r igerator it should last up to f ive days. I 
feed early in the morning and then again at six or six th i r t y in the 
evening. The mixture can be lef t in the cages all day. I feed my birds 
just enough so they can f inish it in a short amount of time. When I 
feed them their six p.m. feeding I don't remove the dishes until 
about eight p.m. 

The breeding f inches and the ones with babies get the mixture twice 
a day, molting or baby Gouldians coloring out get it once a day. The 
rest of the birds get fed three or four times a week. You should use 
th is mixture along with f resh cucumbers, lettuce, broccoli, green 
peppers, corn, apples, and oranges. I f they do not eat th is mixture, 
sprinkle some on top of their favor i te food. 

This is a very high-protein diet f o r all birds, especially Gouldians. 
Birds are at high levels of stress during molting, breeding, any kind 
of temperature change, or moving. Also, this egg mixture contains all 
the essential nutrients, vitamins, minerals, and trace minerals. I t is 
not made of old baking leftovers. In fact , nestling food that is in a 
container or box is available, but has no freshness date on the 
package. There is no way to know how old it may be. I t could be f rom 
Six days to s ix months to six years old. 
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I f you continue using this high-protein egg mixture you will see your 
birds growing faster , coloring quicker, and molting faster . I t also 
stimulates the breeding cycle. 

This may seem like a lot of ex t ra work and would take up a lot of 
time, but the more you use the recipe and become famil iar with it 
and see the results it gives, you will discover it is def initely worth 
the ex t ra time. Remember that a healthy, well-nourished bird will 
not get sick very often, but if it should it will recover quicker. On 
the other hand, an under-nourished b i rd can get sick more of ten and 
will not be able to recover at all. 

You should add vitamin B-12 complex to the i r drinking water two or 
three times a month. I t does wonders fo r the birds. Birds that lack 
this important vitamin can have neurological problems. The mixture I 
use f o r my f inches can also be used f o r all the larger birds. In 
closing, I would like to wish each and every one of you the best of 
luck and if there are any questions please feel f r ee to ask. We may 
only learn f rom one another. 

SOMETHf>iG HEW fS (lETUR»fNG 
FoRTHEHOLfPAYS 

The Nov/Dec issue wil l have a new appearance, featur ing 

magnif icent photos of Pintail Nonpare i l s in the wi ld prov ided 

by Scott Go lden , a B lack-hooded Siskin article wi th photos by 

Ron Castaner, an article by Garr ie Landry wi th photos, and 

many other informat ive articles and photographs. Please let us 

know what you think when you receive your Nov/Dec Journal. 

DON'T FORGET 
W A T C H F O R Y O U R N O V / D E C 2 0 1 2 J O U R N A L 
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^ Open Mouth 
Breathing 

^ Wheezing 
^ Clicking 
^ Sneezing 
/ Coughing 
^ Nasal 

Discharge 
^ Tail-bobbing 
^ Excessive 

Beak Wiping 

A i r s a c M i t e I n f e s t a t i o n ? 
Airsac mite is an internal parasite that lives in the airw/ays, lungs and air sacs of our 
birds. Infestation causes local irritation and secondary respiratory infections. Heavy 

infestations can cause death in fledglings and adult birds. 

S76, the Original Airsac mite treatment in water! If you have lots of birds 
making it almost impossible to catch for treatment, then 576 is for yout 

576 treatment is so safe it can be administered to breeding parents feeding their 
babies! S76 will not cause harm to the health and fertility 

of mature birds, fledglings or eggs. 

Call or email us with your bird health question. 

8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 9 7 4 support@ladygouldianf inch.com 

Don't let the m i t e s b i t e 
Improve your birds' health, rid them of 

freeloading parasites. 
Dr Rob Marshall's 576 is the first choice for 

A i r s a c m i t e treatment 
in water or on the skin. 

aouldlanBfljitl. Mention NF55 when you place 
your order and receive a 

10% DISCOUNT 
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5 0 Y e a r s o f S o c i e t y F i n c h e s 
By Clarence Cuiweii 

Cheryl Burns 2012 

What about Society (Bengalcse) Finches in the United States? 

I have raised society f inches since the early 1950s. I did not really 
become a serious breeder until the early 1970s. Society f inches are 
my favor i te with zebras being a close second. I have always liked 
anything spotted so the pied society really caught my attention. 

My aunt worked in Leonard's Department S tore in Fort Wor th , 
Texas, in the 1950s and 1960s where she managed the pet 
department. When a new shipment of societies came in, she would 
call me. I would go down and get my pick. These birds were probably 
imported f rom Japan. 

My career has keen in education and in the late 1960s and 1970s I 
didn't raise birds fo r a t ime due to work demands. When I s ta r ted 
looking fo r societies, they were very d i f f i cu l t to f ind. The birds I 
found were chocolate and white. So this is what I s ta r ted with. I was 
finally able to get a fawn and white hen from someone who loaned me 
the bird on the condition I would f ind a fawn and white cock. 
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I checked with a lady who had kept birds. She had only one society. 
I t just happened to be a fawn and white cock. I now had two pairs of 
chocolate and white and this pair of fawn and white. I just could not 
f ind any birds. Then I got the break I needed. A person I had given a 
bird years before called me. He said " I hear you are looking fo r 
societies." I responded with an exc i ted "yes". This person was J im 
Hulsey, who became my dearest f r iend. I went to see J im and came 
home with the birds I needed. 

A t this time J im was raising a lot of varieties of Austral ian f inches. 
He fos te red his societies every weekend. He tossed all the society 
eggs. I would go over to Jim's and get these eggs and scat ter them 
under my societies. We kept up with the eggs and the pairs they 
came from. We were able to pair unrelated birds and thus, over time, 
really improved our stock. We raised some good birds. 

One day J im called and said he could get a pair of birds in uni (selfs) 
color. Hershel Frey advert ised chocolate sel fs. We really wanted the 
fawn self. To our good fortune, th is was a very good productive pair. 
These birds produced f ive eggs in each clutch. Four of the babies 
would be chocolate se l fs and the other baby would be a fawn self. 
This happened every t ime J im and I fos tered eggs. I t wasn't long 
before we had many chocolate and fawn sel fs. 

We then decided to t ry f o r chestnut selfs. We used chestnut and 
white birds with very l i t t le white to get a self bird. J im liked darker 
chestnuts so he used the chocolate selfs. I wanted a redder 
chestnut, so I used fawn selfs. We quickly got birds with only white 
dots under the lower beak and above the eye. I t wasn't too many 
generations until we had the chestnut sel fs we wanted. 

Whi le all this was taking place we were gett ing what we wanted in 
the color each of us liked. In the meantime, we were selling many 
se l fs and near sel fs to a dealer in Houston, Texas, who was sending 
them everywhere. Garr ie Landry in Franklin, Louisiana, got some of 
these birds. Se l f societies now were about everywhere. In the early 
1980s, I had the best society in the Pittsburgh National Cage Bird 
Show with a chocolate self. 
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Most American self societies came f rom these birds and others that 
may have been purchased f rom Hershel Frey. By this time, chocolate, 
fawn, and chestnut sel fs could be acquired in the United States 
fa i r ly easily. Questions came up whether these birds had been 
hybridized with other birds. To my knowledge, this never happened. 
These birds did not have prominent belly markings we see today. 

I did see a chocolate self exhib i ted at the 1994 National Cage Bird 
Show in Oklahoma. I t had the black on the head and back that we 
see in the Euros today. I t was def initely not a hybrid. I t was 
exhib i ted by Tom Rood. 

I could have hybridized many times and produced some really 
gorgeous selfs. Over the years I have seen society self hybrids that 
came f rom spice f inches and chestnut manikins, to name a few. The 
only one I checked fo r fert i l i zat ion was the chestnut-breasted 
manikin. I t was fer t i le . So some very pret ty sel fs with good lacing 
could have been produced. I chose not to pursue the hybrid process 
as N F S S did not allow hybrids. Also, I wanted my birds to be pure. 

One day J im and I were talking about our societies and the colors we 
had establ ished in our aviaries when I asked him about dilutes. I f we 
had fawns, we could certainly produce a cream bird. J im liked the 
darker birds so I set out to develop the di lute fawn. O f course, I 
had Jim's ful l support. I worked on breeding the l ightest fawn se l fs 
together to get what I wanted. From these matings I was never able 
to get the color I was looking for . To my good fortune, a lady who 
had purchased a pair of chestnut se l fs f rom J im called and said her 
chestnuts had produced a very pale bird. She wanted chestnuts so 
J im t raded with her and the bird was a fawn dilute. O f course, J im 
gave the bird to me. 

J im and I went to Houston to Johnny Jackson's to wholesale our 
birds. On one ot these tr ips to Johnny's, I saw a cage with two or 
three hundred white societies in it. I asked Johnny if I could look 
f o r dilutes among all the whites. Again to my good fortune, I found a 
very pale fawn dilute. The bird was so pale it was almost white. I t 
was so white it took a long time to catch the bird. Fortunately, with 
th is bird and the one I had at home, I had a pair. 
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This pair s tar ted my foundation fo r dilutes. The only birds I ever 
used as out-crosses fo r my dilutes were chestnuts. This worked well. 
I produced some fawn dilutes but I also produced chestnut dilutes. 

A lady in Missouri called and asked about my dilutes and wanted me 
to send her some. I did and from her birds some went to Tom Rood 
and then Dennis Burhans. Both of these gentlemen are outstanding 
breeders of quality. 

Some of these birds found the i r way to becoming top birds on the 
show bench. As a matter of fact , Dennis had a fawn dilute in the top 
ten in the 2006 NCBS in Chicago. From these birds, dilutes became 
readily available in the United States. 

Another bird that has showed up over time in d i f fe rent aviaries is a 
tr i -colored bird: fawn, chocolate, and white. This bird is a sport and 
cannot be reproduced. I've t r i ed many times. 

Society f inches arc marvelous l i t t le birds. Over the years, few 
people have really seen what this bird is other than being used as 
foster parents fo r the more exot ic f inches. 

The society exhib i tors got a real surge of new enthusiasm with the 
introduction of the Euro society. I believe we have Michael 
Marcotrigiano, Bob Rittman, and Garr ie Landry to thank fo r this. 
When these birds were made available to many of us, a revived 
interest took off . Many of us ful ly intended to keep the bloodlines of 
American and Euro separate. There arc some who have maintained 
pure American lines. 

Also, the pearl society, the d i f fe rent crested and neck f r i l l birds 
made their way into the United Sta tes f rom Japan. These birds do 
not seem as popular as the Euros. Many of these birds are charming 
and beautiful. To get the appropriate crest and fr i l l s cor rect is a 
new challenge. 

Many exhibitors across the country began to ask f o r a revised 
standard to include these birds. The N F S S judges chairman, Mar tha 
Wigmore, appointed a committee to work on this. 
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The committee included Jul ie Duimstra, Roy Beckham, Michael 
Marcotrigiano, Dennis Burhans, Garr ie Landry, Matthew Dinghman, 
and Clarence Culwell to develop the standard. I believe Raspberry 
joined the group later. Many people asked us to include American, 
Euro, and Japanese birds in th is standard. 

Several d ra f t s were presented and revised. The final d ra f t was 
presented in the November/December 2005 issue of the National 
Finch and Softbt l l Society Journal. Also, show catalog classif ications 
were presented. American, Euro, and Japanese classes were included. 

As is normal, there have been agreements and disagreements in th is 
standard. Many have questioned the issue of hybrids again. This 
issue was discussed in the Cage and Aviary Birds, January, 1995 
newspaper stat ing that if hybridizat ion was the case it had been at 
least 20 years since it happened. 

Bob Peers and I were talking about these new birds and the crossing 
of these bloodlines with the American Society and what could be 
done about it. I to ld him, at this point in time, it was like a run-away 
train. So many breeders across the United States have included both 
lines in their breeding program. I t would be very d i f f i cu l t , if not 
impossible, to do anything about it at this time. A f t e r F2 crosses it 
gets very d i f f i cu l t to tel l pure and what is mixed bloodlines. 

I st i l l have what I consider some good American birds. I f you are an 
exhibitor you have seen that these birds seldom make it to the top 
bench. Again the exception was the beautiful fawn dilute that was 
2"̂ ^ best Society at NCBS in Chicago. 

I hope this art ic le answers some questions fo r you as I have seen 
these changes over the last f i f t y years. I am one of the original 
N F S S (#72)^judges and have observed these changes locally and 
across the country. 

NOTE: Clarence Culwell is well-known in the world of aviculture as a 
breeder, exhibitor, and judge. In addition to being an NFSS judge he is 
also a North American Parrot Society judge. NFSS wants to thank 
Clarence for sharing this article with its members. 
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" W e b b y " T e e d T r o b l e m 

A recurring and annoying problem faced by many aviculturists is 
"webby" feed, which is a result of infestation by the Indian Mea l 
Mo th (Plodia interpunctella) or the Mediterranean Flour Moth 
{Anagasto kuhniella). In warm weather the Indian Meal Moth may 
pass through the egg, larval and pupal stages in 6 to 8 weeks, while 
the Mediterranean Flour Mo th takes about 8 to 9 weeks. 

The small larvae hatch f rom eggs in a few days and as they mature 
may travel far f rom the original site of infestation. As they travel they 
spin silken threads, causing webbing and matting particles of feed. 
Later the full-grown larvae spin silken cocoons in which the insect 
pupates (Davis, et al, 1975). 

The webbing and matting clots feed so that it does not f low in gravity 
feeders, and nutrients used by the larvae are lost. This infestation 
can be control led without using chemical pesticides by spraying the 
feed with spores of a bacterium {Bacillus thuringiensis). Spores eaten 
by the larvae become harmful bacteria in the insects' gut and the 
larvae die. 

The spores, which germinate at a pH of 9 or higher, are not harmful 
to cockatiels or other birds that have been tested because the acidic 
nature of the gut contents of birds prohibits the germination of the 
spores. Ingestion of infected caterpillars has likewise been harmless 
to birds which have been tested. The spores are active only against 
the larvae, not the flying adults, hence the action is slow. 

There are several products on the market containing the spores of 6. 
thuringiensis, but some of them include liquid carriers that have not 
been tested on birds. There is a dry, wettable product designed 
primarily to combat caterpil lar infestation on plants. 

• • • 

REFERENCE: DAVIS, S.C, A.S. DEAL, V. E. BURTON AND J. E. SWIFT, 1975. COMMON PANTRY PESTS 
AND THEIR CONTROL, LEAFLET 2711, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA. 
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G E T T I N G S T A R T E D 
f*aula Manscn 

Paula Hansen is Red Siskin Specie Captain for the National Finch and 
Softbill Society Finch Save Program. She has been a breeder of the Red 
Siskin for 15 years. Paula also has been the NFSS Band Secretary nine 
years and served on the NFSS Board of Directors nine years. 

1 started out small with a few cheap birds, reading everything 1 could 
get my hands on about finches. Seeing references about products for 
birds helped. Most product ads are only found in publications and on 
the internet, not in books. Have you noticed that? 

Most of those articles and books were very well written but would 
say "good finch mix." "supplements provided," and so on. The 
breeder covered time, dates, bird's weight, clear eggs, and detailed 
nesting activity. They were very scientific and all about breeding 
wild-caught birds which meant they were first-time captive-bred. 

I still have those articles and books. How many of us do that type of 
record-keeping or have that kind of time to do it anymore? 1 was just 
amazed with the care these folks took to track what worked and 
what did not. ^ 

Today I appreciate the availability to shop on-line to buy products. 
Those first-time stories of the past did not have PCs or the chat 
rooms where they could pose any question and receive fantastic 
feedback from folks all over the world. 

I was interested in offering products to my birds. If it worked for 
them maybe it will work for me. By chance, 1 found there are reasons 
some products are more expensive than others. Read the label. When 
comparing, sometimes there's barely any difference. I started 
checking into what the birds will or will not accept. 

Skip of Oregon Feeder Insects lived in Oregon and I invited him to 
my finch club meeting to speak. This was the first time the club 
members or 1 had heard about Musca Munchies'". Skip brought live 
maggots for his show-and-tell. We were pretty fascinated and we all 
bought his products. 
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The next time I heard about Skip was at a canary club meeting. 
Again, Skip spoke and the club members bought everything Skip 
brought with him. 1 was already impressed with his earlier speech 
and heard more good reviews about his products. I was so glad I had 
read those articles that mentioned the Skipios {www.skipios.com) 
product name. 

Back then any supplements bought were at expos and marts. Most of 
what was available was brown or colored pellets for hookbills, with 
not much sized for finch consumption. The same thing applied when 
it came to the raffle table at a club meeting. I found products I had 
never heard of before that others used. Regardless, I would have to 
pulverize everything in my blender to offer supplements to my birds 
over fresh eggfood [smashed-up hard-boiled eggs). 

I buy bee pollen at the local health food store but one package of 
soya musca was used for my entire breeding season by lightly 
sprinkling over freshly mashed hard-boiled eggs, then I would shake 
the dish, coating the smashed-up eggs. I sprinkled the mix lightly 
Qust prior to offering to my birds) because spirolina turns the 
eggfood green. 

I read somewhere else the birds were more attracted to the yellow 
color of the egg yolk and they would quickly consume it. Do birds see 
color? I read that you are not to hard-boil the eggs too long and that 
green is a sulfur reaction around the yolk. Never learned that in 
Home Economics! Well it works, doesn't smell so strong, and I 
actually eat more hard-boiled eggs these days. 

I've been told my birds had good substance. 1 never paid attention 
until I started showing birds (thanks to Julie Duimstra). I now 
understand what they were talking about. Not only did my birds 
receive good nutrition, I was selecting good stock, the birds bathed 
more frequently, and they lived in an uncrowded living space (cage 
or aviary). I learned more good information when showing my birds 
each year and continue to learn today. 

I was doing so well 1 had to learn how to market my surplus birds 
quickly to make room for the next season. That's where bird marts, 
sales, and belonging to a club enters. Joining NFSS helps you manage 
your hobby. 
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Another speaker I had the pleasure of meeting is Robert G. Black. 
Now that guy can write helpful information on maintaining your 
bird's health which improves your husbandry skills. I've bought just 
about every book the man has written and have many of the mini-
fact sheets he sells. He is an excellent speaker and if you're on a 
budget and can't afford buying books he has outlines on each specie 
to sell for a few dollars! Excellent reading, too. 

I graduated every few years to more challenging finches. 1 did offer 
mini-mealworms for the waxbills. I found a source for them, 
Sunshine Mealworms, which is a sister company of Rainbow 
Mealworms. I also give credit to these folks too for my success with 
the waxbills. I've personally visited Sunshine Mealworm facilities 
and was impressed by their standards and production of their 
crickets and mealworms. If ever in Oregon it's a must-see. They fed 
the worms branflakes at that time. The packaging of 1,000 worms 
consists of a fabric sack with crumpled newspaper to prevent the 
worms from settling and being crushed during shipment. It is a chore 
to shake them into a container but the waxbills go for them. 

After thinking about the advantages of not having to clean cages 
during the summer months 1 slowly turned all the birds out into the 
aviary. They loved the space and raced around the large free flight 
and I enjoyed the time off not cleaning cages weekly and scrubbing 
drinkers and perches each weekend. I enjoyed watching them zoom 
back and forth instead. 

I enter all birds into the Finch Save (on-line) database. With this 
database it is protected, on a server, and it's fast and easy to enter 
each bird or clutch group. There's also a privacy option, you don't 
have to share your information. Another link takes you to a screen 
where you can see what I call the family tree. You can request the 
data to be exported and Vonda Zwick (NFSS Finch Softbill Save 
Program) can provide you that file upon request. I'm sure as Finch 
Save grows she'll think of a way for us to do this ourselves with the 
push of a button? She has done aviculture a great service in building 
this database. As NFSS members you can track your bird's lineage at 
no additional cost. 

NFSS also has a Finch Forum. Simply click and pose a question and 
everyone responds with what they think, do, or offer alternatives to 
consider. NFSS is here to help the hobby and support aviculture. 
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NFSS A F F I L I A T E D C L U B S 
AFFILIATIONS AWARDS DIRECTOR: JODY LEWIS 

755 N. 4'" AVE. • CANTON, IL 61520 • 309-645-7773 
a f f i l i a t i o n s d i r e c t o r @ n f s s . o r g 

The Na t i ona l F inch and Sof tb i l l Soc i e ty is p r o u d o f its a f f i l i a ted c lubs and 
soc ie t i e s . If y ou are no t o ne of o u r c lubs , w e inv i te y o u t o af f i l ia te w i t h NFSS 
a n d b e c o m e part o f ou r soc ie ty . A f e w of t h e bene f i t s w e o f fe r f o l l ow . 

• Rece ip t o f t h e b i -mon th l y J ou rna l six t ime s pe r y e a r 
• F ree l ist ings f o r t h e C lubs w i l l be pub l i s h ed in t h e Jou rna l 
• The o p p o r t u n i t y to jo in o ne of o u r m a n y p r og r ams d ed i c a t e d t o 

p r o m o t e av i cu l t u r e and the p r e se r va t i on o f al l b i rds 
• P last ic a n d a l u m i n u m c l o sed b and s 
• A p ro fe s s i ona l pane l o f s a n c t i o n ed j udges , e a c h w i t h m a n y yea r s 

e xpe r i e n c e 
• C lubs c an pu r c ha s e t h e f o l l ow i ng awa r d s : 

Rose t te s 
P l aques w i t h NFSS logo for serv i ce , s h o w awa rd s , b r e e d e r a w a r d s 

The a nnua l c l ub a f f i l i a t i on f ee is $30 .00 . To af f i l i a te w i t h NFSS, p l ease c on t a c t 
o u r A f f i l i a t i ons A w a r d s D i rec to r , Jody Lewis (see above ) . If it is m o r e 
c onven i en t , y o u may a lso go to h t t p : w w w . n f s s . o r g a nd s ign up on l i ne . NOTE: If 
y o u a re an A f f i l i a ted C l ub and need t o rev i se y o u r i n f o rma t i o n , p lease c on t a c t 
t h e NFSS A f f i l i a t i ons D i rec to r , J ody Lewis , o r t h e ed i tor . 

CALIFORNIA 
Central California Cage Bird Club, Modesto 
Janna Place, 209-862-3792. Meetings: 3'̂ ^ Sunday, Mancin i Hall Modesto , 718 Tuolumne 
Blvd., Stanislaus, CA 95351. http://www.mycccbc.org 

Finch Society of San Diego 
Sally Huntington, 5634 Carnegie St., San Diego, CA 92122. 858-452-9423; 
sdfinchsociety@gmail.com. Meetings: 4*̂  Sunday, 2-4 p.m., Poway Elks Club, 13219 
Poway Road, Poway, CA 92064; 1/22, 2/26, 3/25, 4/22, 5/27, 6/24, 7/22, 8/26, 9/23, 
8/28,10/28,12/2. http://www.finchsocietyofsandiego.com 

West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Show, Sacramento 
Richard Renshaw, 247 Grandridge Ct., Ventura, CA 93003; 805-644-4156; 
rrenshaw@yahoo.com. No club meetings, show commit tee meeting in July. 

COLORADO 
Mountain States Avian Society 
Gary Morgan, 15341 Kingston St., Brighton, CO 80602; 303-659-9554; 
burdmn@aol.com. NFSS Delegate: Jesse Avila, 7910 Greenland Road, Franktown, 
CO 80116; 303-664-0399, pjbavHa@aol.com. Meetings: 1 p.m., 2""̂  Saturday, Animal 
Central, 8308 Church Ranch Blvd., Westminster, CO 80021. www.msasbirds.org. 
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FLORIDA 
Colorbred Canary Club of Miami 
Nora Trincado, P.O. Box 441261, Miami , FL 33144-1261; 305-720-4798; 
threefox21@aol.com; A rmondo Lee, 2825 SW 36 Terrace Cape, FL; 239-462-2998. 
AiEE21@comcast.net, http://www.colorbredcanaryclubofmiami.webs.com 

Suncoast Canary and Finch Club, Port Charlotte 
Alexander Vil larreal, 1419 Col l inswood Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL. Meetings: 7 p.m., 
Wednesdays, vetagator@yahoo.com. 

Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club, Stuart 
Tim McCormIck, 1425 SE Appomattox Terr., Port Salerno, FL. Meetings: 1 p.m., 
4'^ Sunday, Port Salerno Civic Center, 4950 Anchor Ave, Stuart, FL. 
http://www.tcexoticbirdciub.com 

Tri-State Avian Society, Tallahassee 
Barry Laster, 10508 Lake Lamonia Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32312. 850-364-4666; 
barryL7523@comcast.net. Quarterly Meetings: Gent le Shepherd Metropol i tan 
Community Church, 4738 Thomasvi l le Road, Tallahassee, FL. 
http://www.tristateaviansociety.org ^ 

ILLINOIS 
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club, Chicago REGION 3 SHOW HOST 
Robert Wi ld, 305 Grosvenor Ct., Bolingbrook, IL 60440; 630-980-4416. 
wild@comcast.net. Contact: secretary@gccbc.org. Meetings: B̂ '̂  Friday, except 
November and December, at Yorkfield Civic Center, 15W354 Lexington St., Elmhurst, 

IL 60126. http://www.gccbc.org 

Heart of Illinois Bird Club, Peoria Metro Area (Pekin) 
Jody Lewis, 309-647-9984, balu716@yahoo.com. Meetings: 2 p.m., 3'̂ '' Sunday (unless 
holiday), Avantl's Dome, 3401 Griffin Ave., Pekin, IL 61554. http://www.hoibirdclub.org 

lllini Bird Fanciers Inc., Springfield 
P.O. Box 13006, Springfield, IL 62791, www.i l l inibirdfanciers.com. Contact: Karen 
Wllllams, 217-391-4648. Meetings: 12-4 p.m., 4*̂  Sunday, Little Flower Quonset 
Building, 800 Stevenson Dr., Springfield, IL http://www.illinibirdfanciers.com 

National Institute of Red Orange Canaries (NIROC), Westchester 
President: Joaquin Torres. 312-259-2779, Jtorres@sbcgiobai.net. Joel Wojotowicz, 
708-352-9319, cwojto8877@aol.com. Meetings: 7 p.m., 4'̂  Friday, Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 1101 Manchester Ave. Westchester, IL 60154. No meetings August or 
November, http://www.niroc.org 
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IOWA 
Mid America Cage Bird Society, Des Moines 
P r e s i d e n t : J o h n T h i e l k i n g , 8 2 0 9 T w a n a D r . , U r b a n d a l e , l A 5 0 3 2 2 - 1 5 2 2 ; 2 3 9 - 8 5 1 - 8 1 3 2 . 
Thielking@lowalink.com Meetings: 2 - 5 p . m . , A^^ S u n d a y , S w a r t z R o o m , D e s M o i n e s 
B o t a n i c a l C e n t e r , 9 0 9 R o b e r t D R a y D r , P o l k , l A 5 0 3 1 6 . Exceptions: f a i r s a r e h e l d i n 
M a r c h , M a y , a n d A u g u s t ; n o m e e t i n g s N o v e m b e r , D e c e m b e r . H o l i d a y p a r t y , l " S u n d a y 
o f D e c e m b e r . C h e c k c a l e n d a r f o r d a t e s a n d t i m e s , http://www.gkcas.org, 
http://www.MACBS.org 

KENTUCKY 
Bluegrass Bird Breeders, Shepherdsville 
J o s h P e r k i n s , 2 6 3 1 Z o n e t o n R o a d , S h e p h e r d s v i l l e , KY 4 0 1 6 5 ; 2 7 0 - 2 3 4 - 4 1 7 6 , 
perkinstiels@yahoo.com. N F S S D e l e g a t e : C h r i s t i n e O r o w i t z , 1 7 7 6 W a l t e r B o o n e R o a d , 
R i n e y v i l l e , K Y 4 0 1 6 2 . chrisbirdsnthings@gmaU.com. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore Bird Fanciers REcroN 1 SHOW HOST 

C h r i s t i n e R o b e r t s , 1 1 P r e t t y b o y G a r t h , P a r k t o n , M D 2 1 1 2 0 ; 4 1 0 - 3 4 3 - 1 8 0 7 , 
compteacher@yahoo.com. N F S S D e l e g a t e : R a y R e t e r , 1 0 3 1 0 - L M a l c o l m C i r . , 
C o c k e y s v i l l e , M D 2 1 0 3 0 ; info@baltimorebirdfanciers.org. Meetings: 2 p . m . , S'"^ S u n d a y , 
T o w s o n L i b r a r y , 3 2 0 Y o r k R o a d , B a l i m o r e , M D 2 1 2 0 4 - 5 1 7 9 . 
http://www.baltimorebirdfanciers.org 

MISSOURI 
Gateway Parrot Club, Kirkwood 
C h r i s t i n e A . K i n k a d e , 2 4 1 2 A n g e l a D r . , H i g h R i d g e , M O 6 3 0 4 9 ; 6 3 6 - 3 4 3 - 8 0 9 7 , 
President@GatewayParrotClub.org. Meetings: 2 p . m . , 3"^ S u n d a y , K i r k w o o d C o m m u n i t y 
C e n t e r , 1 1 1 S. G e y e r R o a d , S t . L o u i s , M O 6 3 1 2 2 . Exceptions: n o m e e t i n g s J u n e 1 0 , 
S e p t 1 9 , D e c . 9 ( s e c o n d S u n d a y ) , a n d A u g u s t . ttp://www.gatewayparrotclub.org 

Greater Kansas City Avicultural Society, Grandview 
C l a y B e h r m a n , 3 5 2 3 N E 4 9 t h S t . , K a n s a s C i t y , M O 6 4 1 1 9 ; 8 1 6 - 2 1 7 - 7 2 6 3 , 
birdman79@live.com. N F S S D e l e g a t e : A n t h o n y D a y , 1 6 0 8 S C r a n e , I n d e p e n d e n c e , 
M O 6 4 0 5 5 ; 8 1 6 - 2 5 2 - 1 1 2 0 . dayforthebirds@aol.com. Meetings: 2"^* S u n d a y , C o r o n a t i o n 
o f O u r L a d y C h u r c h , 1 3 0 0 0 B e n n i n g t o n , G r a n d v i e w , M O 6 4 0 3 0 . / 7 t t p . / / w i v w . g / f c o s . o r g 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society, Manchester 
R a y S c h w a r t z , 1 9 O l d e C o m m o n D r . , A t k i n s o n , N H 0 3 8 1 1 ; 6 0 3 - 3 6 2 - 6 1 0 6 ; 
President@BOAF.com. C o n t a c t : member.support@BOAF.com. Meetings: 2" ' ' M o n d a y . 
http://www.boaf.com 
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NEW YORK 
Kings County Canary Club, Brooklyn 
K a t h l e e n G u i s e S c h a e f e r , 5 F r a n k C t . , B r o o k l y n , N Y 1 1 2 2 9 ; 7 1 8 - 3 3 2 - 3 4 1 3 , 
kQnarykate@aoi.com. Meetings: 3'^^ S u n d a y , 5 F r a n k C t . , B r o o k l y n , N Y 1 1 2 2 9 . 

New York Finch and Type Canary Club, New York 
S t a n K u l a k , 1 7 P e m b r o o k L o o p , S t a t e n I s l a n d , N Y 1 0 3 0 9 ; 7 1 8 - 9 6 7 - 6 8 9 9 , 
barstand@verizon.net. Meetings: 1 - 4 p . m . , 2 " ^ S u n d a y , e x c e p t J u l y a n d A u g u s t . 

OREGON 
Columbia Canary Club, Portland REGION 5 SHOW HOST 
http://www.cotumbiacanaryclub.com. C o n t a c t : KJ a n d L i n d a K. B r o w n , 3 2 5 8 O a k c r e s t 
D r . N W , S a l e m , O R 9 7 3 0 4 ; 5 0 3 - 3 4 1 - 8 8 2 3 . / e e p e r s p e e p e r s 5 5 @ y o h o o . c o m . Meetings: 
2 p . m . , 2 " " S u n d a y , M i l w a u k i e G r a n g e H a l l , 1 2 0 1 5 S E 22" '^ A v e . , M i l w a u k e e , O R . 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Chester County Bird Club Inc. 

D o r i s R i c k a r d s , 1 0 B e t h L a n e , M a l v e r n , P A 1 9 3 5 5 ; Rickards@quixnet.net. 

PUERTO RICO 

Asociacion de Criadores de Finces inc. REGION 2 SHOW HOST 
J u a n A l i c e a , 1 2 2 0 3 U r b S e r e n n a , L o s P r a d o s , A p t . L - 3 0 2 , C a g u a s , P R 0 0 7 2 7 ; 
lSl-A19-lA0S.juanaticea@yahoo.com. Meetings: 7 p.m., T u e s d a y , L a s C a t a l i n a ' s M a l l , 
F o o d C o u r t A r e a . 
Puerto Rico Finch Club, Guraba 
J o r g e M o j i c a , U r b L o m a s d e l S o l , 1 7 5 C a l l e A c u a r i o , G u r a b o , P R 0 0 7 7 8 - 8 9 3 0 ; 
7 8 7 - 5 5 0 - 3 1 6 3 , puchosbirds@yahoo.com. N F S S D e l e g a t e : A l e j a n d r o S a n t a n a , V i l l a 
C a r o l i n a c / 8 2 b i d g 1 0 8 - 2 9 , C a r o l i n a , P R 0 0 9 8 5 . 7 8 7 - 3 0 9 - 0 9 6 4 . 
alexdeskjet_2012@hotmait.com. Meetings: W e d n e s d a y , C a q u a s i n P l a z a C e n t r o M a l l 
C a g u a s , C a g u a s , P u e r t o R i c o , http://www.przfc.com 

RHODE ISLAND 
Northeast Bird Group, Scituate 
D o n n a R o s c i t i , P . O . B o x 5 0 , N o r t h S c i t u a t e , R l 0 2 8 5 7 ; 4 0 1 - 6 4 1 - 0 9 9 4 , donna@rosciti.com, 
http://www.northeastbirdgroup.com 

TENNESSEE 
Heart of Tennessee Aviculture Society, Murfreesboro 
L i s a M u r p h y , 9 1 8 G e o r g i a A v e , E t o w a h , T N 3 7 3 3 1 . 4 2 3 - 2 6 3 - 0 4 8 3 ; wtmurphy@usit.net. 
Meetings: 6 p . m . , e v e r y 4 " " F r i d a y , 1 9 5 4 S. C h u r c h S t . , M u r f r e e s b o r o , T N . 3 7 1 3 0 . 
http://www.heartoftnavculturesociety.com 

TEXAS 
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club 
Contact: J u d y M o r r i s , 9 1 2 B a s s L a k e R o a d , T r a v e r s e C i t y , M l 4 9 6 8 5 ; 2 3 1 - 3 4 2 - 3 5 4 5 . 
Meetings: 2 p . m . , 4*^ S u n d a y e a c h m o n t h , K i r b y S e n i o r C e n t e r , 3 2 1 1 A l l e n S h e p p a r d , 
SE S a n A n t o n i o , T X . 
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TEXAS [continued] 
Fort Worth Bird Club, Fort Worth 
Meetings: 2 p . m . , 2 " " S u n d a y , F o r t W o r t h B o t a n i c a l G a r d e n C e n t e r , 3 2 2 0 U n i v e r s i t y D r . 
( n o r t h o f 1-30 in F o r t W o r t h ) , http://www.fwbc.org 

Texas Bird Breeders & Fanciers Association, Arlington REGION 4 SHOW HOST 
C l a r e n c e C u l w e l l , 4 2 1 1 K e l l y E l l i o t t R o a d , A r l i n g t o n , T X 7 6 0 1 6 - 4 6 0 7 ; 8 1 7 - 2 2 0 - 5 5 6 8 . 
coculweH(S}verizon.net. / i t f p ; / / w w w . t e x a s b i r d b r e e d e r s . o r g 

Canary and Finch Society, Houston 
Contact: H e l e n J o n e s , 3 4 8 M a g n o l i a D r . , H u f f m a n , T X 7 7 3 3 6 . Meetings: 2 p . m . , 
2 " ^ S u n d a y e a c h m o n t h , A l m e d a U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h , 1 4 3 1 0 A l m e d a R o a d , 
j u s t o f f S a m H o u s t o n T o l l w a y . http://canaryfmchsociety.tripod.com 

WASHINGTON 
Cascade Canary Breeders Association, issagna 
B r i a n J o h a n n s o n 2 0 8 1 5 5 t h P L S E , M i l l C r e e k , W A 9 8 0 1 2 ; 4 2 5 - 7 4 3 - 5 0 2 5 , 
coleenandersen@gmail.com. Meetings: 1 p . m . , 3"^ S u n d a y , 1 4 5 N E G i l m o n B l v d . , 
Issagna, W A 9 5 0 2 7 . Exception: n o m e e t i n g s o n h o l i d a y s . ttp://www.cascadecanary.com 

NATIONAL AFFILIATED CLUBS 
American Dove Association 
P r e s i d e n t : J a m e s K e l l , http://www.doveline.com. Jeff D o w n i n g , P . O . B o x 4 2 5 6 , Frederick, 
MD 2 1 7 0 5 

American Federation of Aviculture 
P . O . B o x 9 1 7 1 7 , A u s t i n , T X 7 8 7 0 9 ; www.afabirds.org 

Avicultural Society of America 
S t e v e D u n c a n , P . O . B o x 3 1 6 1 , S a n D i m a s , C A 9 1 7 7 3 . F o u n d e d i n 1 9 2 7 , t h i s i s t h e o l d e s t 
a v i c u l t u r e s o c i e t y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , http://www.asabirds.org/home.htmi 

National Animal Interest Alliance 
www.naiaonline 

NFSS INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATED CLUBS 
CANADA 
Durham Aviculture Society of Ontario 
P . O . B o x 4 , P i c k e r i n g , O N L I V 2 R 2 . Meetings: 7 : 3 0 p . m . , 2 " ^ T u e s d a y ( n o m e e t i n g s in 
J u l y o r A u g u s t ) , R o t a r y P a r k P a v i l i o n , S o u t h S i d e o f L a k e , 1 5 1 D r i v e w a y W e s t , A j a x , ON. 
( I f t h e e n t r a n c e i s dark, it i s a c r o s s f r o m h o u s e # 1 5 0 . ) 

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society 
W i n d s o r , O n t a r i o , C a n a d a , 5 1 9 - 9 4 8 - 6 3 9 8 , y u / / o n n e @ m n s / . n e t , 
h t t p : / / i v w w . essexkentcbs.com. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Foreign Bird League, Tividale, Oldbury, West Midlands 
B r y a n R e e d , 4 , S t A n d r e w s D r i v e , T i v i d a l e , O l d b u r y , W e s t M i d l a n d s , B 6 9 I P R . 
P h o n e : 0 1 3 8 4 2 5 8 1 5 4 . http://www.foreignbirdleague.com 
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N F S S A F F I L I A T E D C L U B E V E N T S 
AFFILIATIONS AWARDS DIRECTOR: JODY LEWIS 

755 N. 4'" AVE. • CANTON, IL 61520 • 309-645-7773 
a f f i l i a t i o n s d i r e c t o r @ n f s s . o r g 

I f y o u a r e a n N F S S A f f i l i a t e d C l u b a n d n e e d t o r e v i s e y o u r i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e c o n t a c t 
J o d y L e w i s , N F S S A f f i l i a t i o n s A w a r d s D i r e c t o r . 

SEPTEMBER 1-2, 2012 
Bluegrass Bird Breeders • Shepherdsville, KY 
A n n u a l S h o w : P r i t c h a r d C o m m u n i t y C e n t e r , 4 0 4 S. M u l b e r r y S t . , E l i z a b e t h t o w n , 
KY 4 1 0 6 5 . F o r s h o w i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t : J o s h P e r k i n s , 5 0 4 - 7 4 1 - 6 7 6 7 . 
perkinstiels@yahoo.com 

SEPTEMBERS, 2012 
Heart of Tennessee Aviculture Society • Murfreesboro, TN 
F a l l S h o w a n d F a i r : M i d d l e T e n n e s s e e S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , 1 7 2 0 G r e e n l a n d D r . , 
M u r f r e e s b o r o , T N 3 7 1 3 0 , J u d g e : T B A . S h o w C o n t a c t : W i l m a C r a w f o r d , 
6 1 5 - 3 9 6 - 8 4 4 0 . tnmla2@comcast.net, http://wwwheartoftnaviculturesociety.com 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2012 
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society • Manchester, NH 
A n n u a l F a l l S h o w a n d M a r t : A l l D o g s G y m a n d I n n , 5 0 5 S h e f f i e l d R o a d , H i l l s b o r o u g h , N H ; 
6 0 3 - 6 6 9 - 4 6 4 4 . http://www.boaf.com/birdShow.htm ^ 

SEPTEMBER 15-16, 2012 
Mountain States Avian Society • Brighton, CO 
4 ' ^ A n n u a l S h o w : A d a m s C o u n t y F a i r g r o u n d s , A l L e s s e r M e m o r i a l B u i l d i n g , 
9 7 5 5 H e n d e r s o n , B r i g h t o n , C O 8 0 6 0 1 . C o n t a c t : J e s s e A v i l a , 7 9 1 0 G r e e n l a n d R o a d , 
F r a n k t o w n , C O 8 0 1 1 6 ; 3 0 3 - 6 6 4 - 0 3 9 9 , pjbavila@aol.com. www.msasbirds.org. 

SEPTEMBER 15-16, 2012 
Durham Avicultural Society of Ontario 
3 3 r d A n n u a l E x o t i c B i r d S h o w : A j a x C o m m u n i t y C e n t r e , A j a x , ON, Canada. Visit website 
f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n , http://www.birdclub.ca 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2012 
Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society 37*̂  Annual Show 
F o g o l a r F u r l a n - D a n t e C o s t a H a l l , 1 8 0 0 E C R o w , N S e r v i c e R o a d , W i n d s o r , O N , C a n a d a . 
J u d g e : C l a r e n c e C u l w e l l . C o n t a c t : D a v e S y l v e s t e r , 5 1 9 - 7 2 7 - 3 7 6 6 . d.sylvester@gmail.com 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2012 
New York Finch and Type Canary Club • New York 
A n n u a l S h o w : S t . J u d e ffhurch, 1 6 7 7 C a n a r s i e R o a d , B r o o k l y n N Y . Entries: 8-10 a . m . ; 
J u d g i n g , 1 0 a . m . - 4 p . m . J u d g e : T B A 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2012 
mini Bird Fanciers Fall Fair • Springfield, IL 
9 a . m . - 4 . p . m . : I l l i n o i s S t a t e F a i r g r o u n d s , T w i l i g h t B a l l r o o m , S p r i n g f i e l d , I l l i n o i s . C o n t a c t : 
G a i l o r K a r e n , 2 1 7 - 3 9 1 - 4 6 4 8 , fairs@illinibirdfanciers.com 
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OCTOBER 12, 2012 
Suncoast Canary and Finch Club • Port Charlotte, FL 
2"'^ S u n c o a s t C a n a r y & F i n c h C l u b A n n u a l S h o w : C h a r l o t t e H a r b o r E v e n t C e n t e r , 
7 5 T a y l o r S t . , P u n t a G o r d o , F L 3 3 9 5 0 . C o n t a c t : 9 4 1 - 6 6 1 - 1 1 1 5 . 
http://community-2.wehtv.net/suncoastcanarydub2010/SUNCOASTCANARYCLUB/ 

OCTOBER 13, 2012 
Kings County Canary Club • Brooklyn 0 
A n n u a l S h o w : S t J u d e ' s Hall, 1 6 9 6 C a n a r s i e R o a d , B r o o k l y n , N Y 1 1 2 3 6 . . 

OCTOBER 20, 2012 
Baltimore Bird Fanciers • Baltimore, MD 
B a l t i m o r e B i r d F a n c i e r s A n n u a l S h o w a n d M a r t : T a l l C e d a r s H a l l , 2 5 0 P u t t y H i l l A v e . , 
B a l t i m o r e , M D 2 1 2 3 4 . S h o w c o n t a c t : C h r i s t i n e R o b e r t s . 4 1 0 - 3 4 3 - 1 8 0 7 . 
compteacher@yahoo.com, http://www.baltimorebirdfanciers.org 

OaOBER 20-21, 2012 
Cascade Canary Breeders Association • Issagna, WA 
4 4 t h A n n u a l C a n a r y a n d F i n c h S h o w : E v e r g r e e n S t a t e F a i r g r o u n d s , 1 4 4 0 5 1 7 9 t h A v e . SE, 
M o n r o e , W A . S h o w C o n t a c t : B r i a n J o h a n n s o n , 6 0 4 - 4 6 5 - 8 0 4 7 , 
brian.johannson @canadapost. ca 

OCTOBER 27, 2012 
Central California Cage Bird Club • Modesto, CA 
A n n u a l S h o w : 9 a . m . - 4 p . m . J u d g e s l i s t e d o n w e b s i t e , http://www.mycccbc.org 

OCTOBER 30, 2012 
Heart of Illinois Bird Club • Pekin, IL 
F a l l F a i r : 9 a . m . - 4 p . m . , A v a n t i ' s D o m e , 3 4 0 1 G r i f f i n , P e k i n , I L 6 2 5 2 0 . C o n t a c t : 
h o i b c @ y a h o o . c o m 

NOVEMBER 3, 2012 
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club • Chicago, IL 
G r e a t e r C h i c a g o C a g e B i r d C l u b S h o w ( R e g i o n 3 R e g i o n a l S h o w ) : W e i t e n d o r f A g r i c u l t u r a l 
C e n t e r , 1 7 8 4 0 L a r a w a y R o a d , J o l i e t , IL 6 0 4 3 3 . http://www.gccbc.org 

NOVEMBER 3, 2012 
Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers Association • Arlington, TX 
A n n u a l S h o w : 9 a . m . , M a y b o r n C o n v e n t i o n C e n t e r , T e m p l e , T X . O p e n t o p u b l i c , 9 a . m . ; 
J u d g i n g s t a r t s , 1 0 a . m . S h o w C o n t a c t : C l a r e n c e C u l w e l l , 8 1 7 - 2 2 0 - 5 5 6 8 . 
http://www.texasbirdbreeders.org 

NOVEMBER 3-4, 2012 
Columbia Canary Club • Portland, WA 
November 3-4, 2012: 4 3 ' ^ A n n u a l C a n a r y a n d F i n c h S h o w : R e d L i o n a t t h e Q u a y H o t e l , 
1 0 0 C o l u m b i a S t . , V a n c o u v e r , W A 9 8 6 6 0 . S h o w C o - c h a i r s : F a y e S i l v e r s t e i n , 
5 0 3 - 7 8 8 - 3 7 5 3 a n d H e c t o r D i a z , 5 0 5 - 6 5 9 - 6 1 1 9 , . diazf47@msn.com. 
http://www.cotumbiacanaryclub.com 
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NOVEMBER 9-10, 2012 
Asociacion De Criadores de Finces Inc. • Puerto Rico 
W i n t e r S h o w : B a l l R o o m C e n t e r , A l t u r a s D e V i l l a s D e l R e y F r a n c i a S t . , C a g u a s , P .R. 
H w y . 5 2 , E x i t # 2 1 . J u d g e : K e n G u n b y . O n l y t h e f o l l o w i n g f i n c h s p e c i e s a l l o w e d f o r 
c o m p e t i t i o n : Z e b r a , S o c i e t y , L a d y G o u l d i a n , C u t t h r o a t , C o r d o n B l e u , G r e e n S i n g e r , a n d 
B r a z i l i a n - c r e s t e d C a r d i n a l . F R E E E n t r a n c e . http://www.fQcebook.com/paQes/Asociadon-
de-CriadoreS'Cle-Finches/170742106273049 

DECEMBER 2, 2012 
Finch Society of San Diego County • San Diego, CA 
H o l i d a y B i r d M a r t a n d C r a f t F a i r . C o n t a c t c l u b f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . 
http://www.finchsocietyofsandiego.com 

N O T I C E T O A L L C L U B S 
F R O M T H E E D I T O R 

W h e n s u b m i t t i n g c l u b a n d / o r s h o w / f a i r i n f o r m a t i o n i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t y o u 
submit a l l i n f o r m a t i o n . M a n y h o u r s h a v e b e e n s p e n t i n a n a t t e m p t t o 
i n c l u d e a l l i n f o r m a t i o n f o r y o u r c l u b a n d t h e e v e n t s y o u h a v e s c h e d u l e d . I f 
y o u d o n ' t s u b m i t t h e i n f o r m a t i o n w e c a n n o t p r i n t i t i n t h e j o u r n a l a n d y o u 
d o n ' t r e c e i v e t h e c o v e r a g e y o u n e e d a n d d e s e r v e . P l e a s e l o o k a t y o u r c l u b 
l i s t i n g a n d s e n d a n y i n f o r m a t i o n n o t l i s t e d t o m e s o I c a n h a v e i t c o r r e c t i n 
t h e N o v / D e c i s s u e . G i v e c o m p l e t e i n f o r m a t i o n . D o n ' t w r i t e M e e t i n g s last 
Friday of each m o n t h a n d s t o p t h e r e . T e l l p e o p l e t h e t i m e a n d l o c a t i o n o f 
t h e m e e t i n g s . H o w c a n t h e y a t t e n d i f y o u d o n ' t t e l l t h e m w h e n a n d w h e r e . 
A t a m i n i m u m , c l u b a n d e v e n t l i s t i n g s s h o u l d include t h e f o l l o w i n g . 
CLUB LISTINGS 

• C l u b n a m e 
• C l u b ' s c o m p l e t e m a i l i n g a d d r e s s 
• C l u b ' s w e b s i t e a d d r e s s 
• C o n t a c t p e r s o n ' s f u l l n a m e , a d d r e s s , t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r , e - m a i l 
• A n y o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n t h e c l u b d e e m s n e c e s s a r y 

CLUB EVENT(S) LISTINGS 
• C l u b n a m e a n d w e b s i t e a d d r e s s 
• D a t e a n d t i m e o f e v e n t 
• L o c a t i o n o f e v e n t 
• C o m p l e t e d e s c r i p t i o n o f e v e n t : j u d g e s , e t c . . I f a s h o w 
• C o n t a c t p e r s o n ( s ) n a m e ( s ) , a d d r e s s , t e l e p h o n e , e - m a i l a d d r e s s 
• A n y o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n y o u f e e l i s n e c e s s a r y 

N o s p e c i a l f o r m o r s t y l e n e e d s t o b e c o m p l e t e d t o s u b m i t t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . 
J u s t p u t i t i n a n e - m a i l a n d s e n d i t t o m e s o I c a n u p d a t e a l l c l u b s a n d h a v e 
a l l i n f o r m a t i o n c o r r e c t . T h a n k y o u . 

g e r t a n o b l e @ a o i . c o m 
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N F S S J O U R N A L S E P / O C T 2 0 1 2 

QTY AWARDS COST *S/H TOTAL 
T o p 1 0 R o s e t t e s a n d B e s t U n f l i g h t e d $ 3 0 . 0 0 $ 9 . 5 0 S 
J u d g e ' s A w a r d 6 . 0 0 2 . 6 5 $ 
Y o u t h A w a r d 4 . 0 0 2 . 6 5 S 
N o v i c e A w a r d 4 . 0 0 2 . 6 5 $ 
U n f l i g h t e d A d d - o n 2 " ^ 4 . 0 0 2 . 6 5 $ 
U n f l i g h t e d A d d - o n 3 ^ ' 4 . 0 0 2 . 6 5 $ 
1 ^ ' i n S e c t i o n 2 . 0 0 2 . 6 5 $ 
2"*^ i n S e c t i o n 2 . 0 0 2 . 6 5 $ 
3^^ i n S e c t i o n 2 . 0 0 2 . 6 5 $ 
I ' ^ n C l a s s ( s e t o f 2 5 ) 8 . 0 0 9.50 $ 
2 " ^ n C l a s s ( s e t o f 2 5 8 . 0 0 All 3 S 
3 ' ^ n C l a s s ( s e t o f 2 5 ) 8 . 0 0 Sets $ 
** P l a q u e [ s e e n o t e b e l o w ] 2 8 . 0 0 9 . 0 0 $ 
*** 2 t o 4 P l a q u e s [ s e e n o t e b e l o w ] 1 3 . 0 0 $ 

TOTAL A W A R D C O S T $ 
A L L O W 4-6 W E E K S FOR S H I P P I N G 

• S / H C O S T F O R E A C H O R D E R 

* * P L A Q U E SHIPPING IS DIRECT F R O M SUPPLIER 

* * * A L L P L A Q U E S SHIPPED PRIORITY M A I L W I T H DELIVERY C O N F I R M A T I O N 

P L A Q U E E N G R A V I N G I N F O R M A T I O N IS N E E D E D 

S H I P P I N G 

M E R C H A N D I S E INSURANCE C O V E R A G E IF DES IRED 

$ 0 . 0 1 - $ 5 0 . 0 0 $ 1 . 7 5 
$ 5 0 . 0 1 - $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 $ 2 . 2 5 

$ 1 0 1 . 0 0 - $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 $ 2 . 7 5 Totallnsurance $ 
C l u b A f f i l i a t i o n F e e $ 3 0 . 0 0 Fee $ 

T O T A L 

Send To 
Address 

City State ZIP Code 
Date of Show 

Make Check Payable to NFSS • Mail To 
NFSS Affiliations 

Jody Lewis, Liaison/Awards Director 
755 N. 4*̂  Ave. 

Canton, IL 61520 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 309-645-7773 • a f f i l i a t i o n s @ n f s s . o r g 



S E P / O C T 2 0 1 2 N F S S J O U R N A L 

N F S S J U D G E S P A N E L 
4*** V ice President - Judges Panel/Standards/Research — Laura Bewley 
3538 S. 65 W. A v e n u e , T u l s a OK 74107 • l b e w l e y @ y a h o o . c o m 

Nizam Ali 
1 3 5 - 1 1 1 1 4 " S t . 
S o u t h O z o n e P a r k , N Y 1 1 4 2 0 
P h o n e : 7 8 1 - 8 3 5 - 8 5 9 0 

Laura Bewley 
3 5 3 8 S. 6 5 W . A v e . 
T u l s a , O K 7 4 1 0 7 
P h o n e : 9 1 8 - 4 4 6 - 3 9 9 9 
l b e w l e y @ v a h o o . c o m 

Alfredo M. Brugueras 
1 7 4 C R 2 3 1 7 
M i n e o l a , T X 7 5 7 7 3 
P h o n e : 9 0 3 - 5 6 9 - 6 9 7 9 
elmaridodealba@yahoo.com 

Clarence Culwell 
2 5 0 H o r s e s h o e D r . 
S p r i n g t o w n , T X 7 6 0 8 2 
P h o n e : 8 1 7 - 2 2 0 - 5 5 6 8 
coculwetl@verizon.net 

Dr. Al Decoteau 
P . O . B o x 5 4 6 
H o l l i s , N H 0 3 0 4 9 
P h o n e : 6 0 3 - 8 7 8 - 3 4 3 5 
spbel@aol.com 

Julie R. Duimstra 
6 2 8 N . N e s m i t h A v e . 
S i o u x F a l l s , S D 5 7 1 0 3 
P h o n e : 6 0 5 - 3 3 2 - 5 0 5 4 
julie.duimstra@gmail.com 

Cecil Gunby 
8 1 2 1 R t e . 1 , H w y . 5 4 
S h a r p s b u r g , G A 3 0 2 7 7 
P h o n e / F A X : 7 7 0 - 2 5 4 - 1 ^ 1 
cgunby@bellsouth.net 

Kenneth Gunby 
3 6 9 2 M a n d a r i n W o o d s D r . N 
J a c k s o n v i l l e , F L 3 2 2 2 3 
P h o n e : 9 0 4 - 4 0 3 - 3 0 7 8 
gunbybird@aol.com 

Annette Howard 
1 2 7 1 C o n s e r D r . 
S a l e m , O H 4 4 4 6 0 
P h o n e : 3 3 0 - 3 3 7 - 7 6 5 4 
howardaj78@yahoo.com 

Sally Huntington 
5 6 3 4 C a r n e g i e S t . 
S a n D i e g o , C A 9 2 1 2 2 
P h o n e : 8 5 8 - 4 5 2 - 9 4 2 3 
sallych @san. rr. com 

Armando Lee 
2 8 2 5 S W 3 6 " T e r r . 
C a p e C o r a l , FL 3 3 9 1 4 
P h o n e : 2 3 9 - 2 4 2 - 7 6 7 5 
F A X : 2 3 9 - 4 7 1 - 2 8 0 0 
alee21@comcast.net 

Brian Mandarich 
4 7 4 3 E. H e d g e s A v e . 
F r e s n o , C A 9 3 7 0 3 
P h o n e : 5 5 9 - 2 5 5 - 6 5 0 8 

Conrad Meinert 
1 2 1 2 E 3 0 0 S 
W a r s a w , I N 4 6 5 8 0 
P h o n e : 5 7 4 - 2 6 9 - 2 8 7 3 
birdmanofwarsaw@ 

embarqmait.com 

Vince Moase 
1 0 7 8 R o u n d e l a y C t . 
O s h a w a , O N L I J 7 R 7 
C a n a d a 
P h o n e : 9 0 5 - 7 2 3 - 1 9 7 8 
vmoase@rogers.com 

Bob Peers 
5 3 5 W . 6 1 " S t . , A p t . D 
W e s t m o n t , I L 6 0 5 5 9 
P h o n e / F A X : 6 3 0 - 7 4 0 - 7 3 8 9 
pastpresident@nfss.org 

Marion (Miki) Sparzak 
9 4 5 R o s e d a l e A v e . 
B a l t i m o r e , M D 2 1 2 3 7 
P h o n e : 4 1 0 - 6 8 7 - 8 9 1 5 
mjs5295@comcast.net 

Laura Tinker 
3 1 G r a p e H o l l o w R o a d 
H o l m e s , N Y 1 2 5 3 1 
P h o n e : 8 4 5 - 8 5 5 - 2 6 6 2 
LKTinker@comcast.net 

Christine Voronovltch 
3 8 L i b e r t y S t . 
M a n c h e s t e r , C T 0 6 0 4 0 
P h o n e : 8 6 0 - 6 4 9 - 8 2 2 0 
lbtybeagte@aol.com 

Jerri Wiesenfeld 
2 3 7 9 W a t e r B l u f f D r . 
J a c k s o n v i l l e , FL 3 2 2 1 8 
P h o n e : 9 0 4 - 7 1 4 - 2 1 3 3 
jerrisjavas@aot.com 

Martha Wigmore 
1 8 9 1 3 B o s t o n S t . N W 
E l k R i v e r , M N 5 5 3 3 0 
P h o n e : 7 6 3 - 2 4 1 - 0 0 7 1 
newdlwig@mindspring.com 

Paul S. Williams 
1 0 1 L i n d e n D r . 
E u f a u l a , A L 3 6 0 2 7 
P h o n e : 3 3 4 - 6 8 7 - 1 7 1 3 
p Williams @ eufaula. rr. com 

I N T E R E S T E D I N B E C O M I N G A N N F S S J U D G E ? 

C O N T A C T L A U R A B E W L E Y A T 4 t h V P @ n f s s . o r g 
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N F S S JOURNAL 

N F S S B O A R D O F D I R E C T O R S 

AND A P P O I N T E D O F F I C E R S 

S E P / O C T 2 0 1 2 

PRESIDENT 

J o h n W i l s o n 
S a n F r a n c i s c o , CA 9 4 1 1 0 

PAST PRESIDENT 

B o b f l e e r s 
5 3 5 W . 6 l " S t . , A p t . D 
W e s t m o n t , , I L 6 0 5 5 9 
P h o n e / F A X : 6 3 0 - 7 4 0 - 7 3 8 9 
pastpresiclent@nfss.org 

l"VicE PRESIDENT 
B o b P e e r s 
5 3 5 W . 6 1 " S t . , A p t . D 
W e s t m o n t , , IL 6 0 5 5 9 
P h o n e / F A X : 6 3 0 - 7 4 0 - 7 3 8 9 
1STVP@NFSS.ORG 

2"° VICE PRESIDENT 

WEBSITE 

B a r b a r a J a q u e z 
P . O . B o x 4 9 2 
L o y a l t o n , C A 9 6 1 1 8 
P h o n e : 5 3 0 - 9 9 3 - 1 3 3 6 
2ndvp@nfss.org 

3"° VICE PRESIDENT, 

FINCH-SOFTBILL SAVE 

PROGRAM/CENSUS MGR. 

V o n d a Z w i c k 
6 1 1 H i n g h a m L a n e 
S c h a u m b u r g , I L 6 0 1 9 3 
3 ' ' ' vp@nfss.org 

Af" VICE PRESIDENT—JUDGES 

PANEL/STANDARDS/RESEARCH 

L a u r a B e w l e y 
P h o n e : 9 1 8 - 4 4 6 - 3 9 9 9 
lbewley@yahoo.com 

LIAISON/AWARDS DIRECTOR 

J o d y L e w i s 
1 5 3 P a t t e r s o n D r . 
E a s t P e o r i a , I L 6 1 6 1 1 
P h o n e : 3 0 9 - 6 4 5 - 7 7 7 3 
affiliations@nfss.org 

BAND SECRETARY 

P a u l a H a n s e n 
2 2 3 4 J u n e a u C t . S 
S a l e m , O R 9 7 3 0 2 
bands@nfss.org 

PRESIDENT EMERITUS 

W i l l i a m P a r l e e 
P h o n e : 8 6 0 - 5 6 9 - 0 2 0 0 
presidentemeritus@nfss.org 

REGION 1 VICE PRESIDENT 

(NORTHEAST) 

V i n c e M o a s e 
1 0 7 8 R o u n d e l a y C t . 
O s h a w a , O N L I J 7 R 7 
P h o n e : 9 0 5 - 7 2 3 - 1 9 7 8 
Canadatrea5urer@nfs5.org 
regionlvp@nfss.org 

REGION 2 VICE PRESIDENT 

(SOUTHEAST) 

M i c h a e l G r a v e l y 
mgravely@ 

therefinedgarden.com 

REGION 3 VICE PRESIDENT 

(MID-CENTRAL) 

J a s o n C r e a n 
beaksbirdhouse @aol. com 

REGION 4 VICE PRESIDENT 

(MidwesT) 
C h e r y l B u r n s 
3 3 6 S. P e a r s o n L a n e 
K e l l e r , T X 7 6 2 4 8 
P h o n e : ( H ) 8 1 7 - 3 3 7 - 7 4 9 2 
P h o n e : (C ) 8 1 7 - 4 4 5 - 2 0 1 6 
region4vp@nfss.org 

REGION 5 VICE PRESIDENT 

(MOUNTAIN) 

D o u g W h i t e 
1 3 0 1 3 3 1 1 " A v e S E 
S u l t a n W A 9 8 2 4 0 
dwhite3511@msn.com 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

R e b e c c a M i k e l 
1 3 7 7 9 U S 1 2 E 
U n i o n , M l 4 9 1 3 0 
P h o n e : 2 6 9 - 6 4 1 - 7 2 0 9 
execsecretary@nfss.org 

FINCH SHOP MANAGER 

S h a r o n D v o r a k 
P h o n e : 9 1 9 - 2 6 6 - 4 9 3 5 
finchshop@nfss.org 

TREASURER 

L i s a R. M u r p h y 
9 1 8 G e o r g i a A v e . 
E t o w a h , T N 3 7 3 3 1 

ADVERTISING, 

PROMOTIONS MANAGER 

B a r b a r a J a q u e z 
P . O . B o x 4 9 2 
L o y a l t o n , C A 9 6 1 1 8 
P h o n e : 5 3 0 - 9 9 3 - 1 3 3 6 
advertosomg@nfss. org 

MODERATOR, NFSS FORUMS 

J o h n W i l s o n 
Jwilsonl53@aol.com 

NFSS WEBMASTER 

B a r b a r a J a q u e z 
loyaltonjaquez@psin.com 

MEMBERSHIP DiREaoR 
T i f f a n y P a r k 
P h o n e : 8 5 0 - 3 2 1 - 6 1 6 2 
membership@nfss.org 

NFSS JOURNAL EDITOR 

G e r t r u d e A . N o b l e 
3 9 8 9 F o r e s t P a r k W a y # 2 1 2 
N . T o n a w a n d a , N Y 1 4 1 2 0 
P h o n e : 7 1 6 - 5 2 5 - 1 2 4 9 
gertanobie@aoi.com 

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON 

R o l a n d C r i s t a 
legis@nfss.org 
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P A R A D I S E E A R J H 
B i r d s , P r o d u c t s , & P r e m i u m F e e d 

Softbills & Finches 
IN STOCK NOW: 

P a r a d i s e T a n a g e r s 
B e a r b e d B a r b e t s 
R e d - l e g g e d H o n e y c r e e p e r s 
O w l F i n c h e s 
P u r p l e G r e n a d i e r s 

W e P r o u d l y O f f e r o u r P a r a d i s e E a r t h 
PREMIUM FINCH BLEND, & n o w o u r 
SOFTBILLDIET. 

Our premium diets are complete feeds, 
specifically designed for the dietary needs 
of finches and softbills. 

4 i 4 W e h a v e w o r k e d d i l i g e n t l y o v e r t h e p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s o n 
^ o u r s p e c i a l f e e d s , w h i c h i n c l u d e Dried I n s e c t s , Bee 

/ Pollen, Vitamins, Dried Fruits, & Dried Vegetables. 

- ^oj5^ ^ Feed your birds our Paradise Earth 
\ Feed & see improved 

^^r/\rF^ f^CLthers, breeding & overall h e a l t h . 

^ u y S o f t b i l l s , F i n c h e s a n d o u r P r e m i u m F e e d s o n l i n e a t 

w w w . B i r d P r o d u c t . c o m ^ 



CO 

CO 

The EuroCage"^ is based on a 
design used by many European 
bird breeders. The cages can 
be used singly or in stacks of 
three high, covering an entire 
wall or room. The cages are 
light, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white 
plastic sides. These opaque 
sides are an imp>ortant part of 
successful breeding; they sepa
rate the pairs so they can hear 
each other without seeing each 
other. Each unit can be 
equipped with a fluorescent 
light to show the birds to ttieir 
best advantage. Nestboxes can 
be placed on a platform inside 
the cages which assures that 
banks of cages can be neatly 
fitted together. The design of 
the cage allows for maximum 
hygiene with minimum effort, 
and the high quality aluminum 
tubing is designed for a lifetime 
Investment. Any questions... 

Call 1.800.456.6780 

We cage em^ IrftM n a U e 'em 

cc Corners Limited 
CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS 


