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FROM THE PRESIDENT

1t is isportant for all of us to be aware of the types of legislation that
a2y be introduced prohibiting or limiting the sale of finches in our
states.

A new bill has been introduced in Massachussets that would ajlow sale or
trade in lebra Finches, Society Finches and Lady Bouldians, THAT’S IT!
Sale or trade of any other type of Finch in Massachussets would be deesed
illegal. The new proposed law would even prohibit the sale of Bird
Magazines, as they contain ads for the sale of prohibited birds.

Snund crazy? It may, but that’s the law being introduced 1n Miss. Can
You imagine a law like this one in your state? Naw ls the tise to check
Up on your leglslators. 1f you need help In educating your legislators,
write to NFS or AFA. Remeaber, be aware and keep abreast of potentially
haraful legislation that say be upcoming 1n your state,



| 75 DANDS
FOR SHIPRERT 0N
DEC. 2&. 198%

1986__FLOSED ALUNIMGN_LEG. BANDS

THE STANBARD MF5 LEG BANDS FOR MENDERS DMLY
Bands are avarlable 1n standard NFS color of the year only

Size for (ost
L saalier Kaabulls, and Dl Finches ‘
¥ Cordon Bleu, Firefinch. and Lavender Finch
C | 1ebra Funch, Gouldians, Stars, Heck's Grass
Finch, tutti«rntl. Parrot Finchey, etc. NAY 3E
b ! Chestrut Breasted, Yellow !ul.plvd-, Pectoraliy GROERED
£ Socaety Finches, Wuns, Firetails, Hiasonds IN LDTS DF
§ | Larger Waxbills and Canaryes 10 BANDS AT
J Yorkshires, Norwmich, Pelin Robins, etc. $1.25
X Java Rice hirds, Indian Shass, efc. PER LOT

L | Quarl, Doves, and other softbilly

NFS bands aay be ordered 1n lots of 10 bands, conserutively nusbered at
1.2%5 per sach lot. #1.00 smppma and handling should be 1pcluded with
each order, whether 10 or 100 bandy are being ordered. Dandy will be
shipped glt‘nn 30 days of recmpt of your order, although most orders will
be shipped the sane week as receyved.  There 18 no coler chowce.  The
standard NF5 color of the year will be used. Each band will have stapped:
*RFS", the band wize code, year and ausher. A1l nusbers will he recorded
by the NFS band secretary for pereanent record.

10: NS BAND SECRETMRY, C/0 Rusy Arectage, 345 Boston Road, Middletown,
CT, 0o457. Payable to WFS. Please wend ae the following bands. (Use
ayltiples of |0 only.)

L Vonuw b T oo 3y O o Y o T st 0 Vo Y ¥ e M W
Total nusber of 10 unats ()« .25 per unit + 100 shipping a( )
QROER YOUR 170¢ NATIOWAL FINCH SQCIETY pAMDS T00AY ' '
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The National Finch Soclety

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Address

City State Zip

Individual $15 / / Dual $20 / / Junior 7.50 / /

Dual Membership is two individuals residing at the
same address (one bulletin). Juniors are under 16.

Club affiliations

How long have you been involved in finches

How many species have you bred?

Briefly describe your interest in joining the
National Finch Society and what you hope to get
out of your membership.

Send yourapp and fee tG Russell Armitage Jr. Treas.
345 Boston Road
Middletown, CT 06457

529 Burnside Avenue, East Hartford, Ct 06108



NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
AFFILIATION ABREEMENT 19856

THANK YOU FOR SHONING AN INTEREST IN AFFILIATING NITH THE NATIOMAL FINCH
SOCIETY. NE ARE SURE THAT THE ARRANGENENTS NE NAKE NILL BE OF MUTUAL
BEMEFIT TO BOTH OF OUR CREANIZATIONS.

THE ONLY REQUIREMENTS THAT YOUR CLUB WILL HAVE TD NEET, ARE TO PAY THE
APPROPRIATE AFFILIATION FEE AND SELECT A OELEBATE TO REPRESENT YOUR CLUR
IN OEALINGS NITH NFS. 5SUCH DELEGATE NUST BE A NENBER OF NFS.

LEVEL ONE AFFILIATION

LEVEL ONE AFFILIATION 1§ DESIGNED FOR CLUBS THAT ARE NOT EXHIBITION
ORTENTED. THE FEE FOR THIS AFFILTATION 1S 423, YOUR BENEFITS INCLUDE ALL
THE NORNAL EOUCATIGNAL AND PUBLICATION NATERIALS OF THE SOCIETY. ALSO YoU
NILL RECEIVE OURING THE AUBUST OF YOUR AFFILIATION YEAR A BEAUTIFUL PLAGUE
FOR YOUR CLUB. THIS PLAQUE CAN BE A SERVICE OR BREEDER AWARD FOR ONE OF
THE MENBERS OF YOUR CLUB (THIS PERSON NEED NOT BE A NFS MENBER}. THE
PLABUE ALONE IS NORTH THE AFFILIATION FEE. REQUESTS FOR THE TYPE PLARUE
AND WOROINB MUST BE FORNARDED TO NFS NO LATER THAN JUNE I OF THE YEAR.

LEVEL TWO AFFILIATION

LEVEL TND AFFILIATION IS FOR CLUBS WITH EXHIBITIONS.  YDUR BENEFITS NILL
INCLUOE BERUTIFUL PLAQUES FOR FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD PLACE IN YOUR
SHON. THE FEE FOR THIS LEVEL IS $40, AND IS SINILAR TO LAST YEAR'S
AFFILIATIONS..

NEW FOR 1986 — OFTIONAL ROSETTE PACKAGE

CLUBS NISHING TO ENHANCE THEIR FINCH AND SOFTBILL OIVISIONS MAY SELECT Tp
PURCHASE OUR MEN OPTIONAL PACKAGE NHICH INCLUDES 10 LONG GTREAMER ROSETTES
FOR THE TEW BEST NINNERS IN YOUR SHON. THESE ROSETTES ARE ATTRACTIVE
COLORFUL ROSETTES THAT NOULO COST YOUR CLUB MORE THAN THE COST OF THIS
PACKAGE IF THE CLUB NAS TD PURCHASE THEM FOR THEMSELVES, EACH ROSETTE
NILL GIVE THE SHOM NANE, NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY ENBLEM AND PLACE, COST
FOR THIS OPTIONAL PACYAGE IS JUST $25.

IF YOU HAVE ANY FURTHER BUESTIONS REGARDING AFFILIATION NITH THE NATIOMAL
FINCH SOCIETY, YOU NAY NRITE THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY AT 529 BURNSIDE
AVE., E. HARTFORD, CT 04108. YOU MAY USE THIS FORN TD AFFILIATE,

CLUB NANE e CIRCLE ONE: LEVEL 1 2 2 NITH GPT.
DELEGATE e NFS NEW, 0
ADDRESS_ cIy STATE____ 1Ip

MAIL THIS FORN AND YOUR FEE OF $25 - $40 - 45 TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE .

Y%



NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY SHOW REPORTS

GREATER CHICAGOD CAGE BIRD SHDOW Exhibitors

Itasca, Illinios Entries __
Nov. I,2,3, 1985 dudge: Paul Williams

fward Nase NF5%  Points Tot . Pts.
BEST IN SHON R. TRAVNICEK 254 10 1]
SECDND 1. SANGSTER 264 ] 10
THIRD A. BIAKCD

BEST ZEBRA, L.BENAK [21, BEST JAVA, R.TRAVNICEK [21, BEST NAXBILL,
J.8ANGSTER (21, BEST SDFTBILL, R. TRAVNICEK (2]

LA B B B K BN K B Y Y NN NE NN N N NY N NN N NN NN NN NN N NN R N O N A N

GREATER OMAHA CAGE BIRD SHOW Exhibitors 12
DMAHA, NEBRASKA Entries 79
Nov. 9, 1985 Judge: Clarence Culwell
Award Naae NFo& Points Tot.Pts.
BEST IN SHDN L. EARLES
SECOND R. TRAVNICEK 294 B o
THIRD R. SHIRLEY

BEST AUSTRALIAN, K.EICHELBERGER [21, BEST ZEBRA, L.EARLES, BEST SNALL
SEEDEATER, N. EICHELBERGER [21, BEST SOFBILL, R.TRAVNICEK [2)

RN N N E N EE N N NN RN RN

& THIS CDNCLUDES ALL 19BS NFS SHON REPDRTS AND AMENDS OUR 1985 PDINTS
REPDRT AS FDLLDWS:

1965 CHAMPIDNSHIP EXHBITDRS
BOB TkAVNIEEK {33
BDB AND TINA HEMENWAY [26)
DICK MUENCH [26]

THESE ADDITIDNAL REPDRTS ALSO PUT WAYNE EICHELBERGER AND JEANNE SANGSTER
DN THE POINTS ROSTER FOR I9B5.

RENEMBER CHAMPIONSHIP EXHIBITDR PLARUES FOR 1985 NILL BE AWARDED AT THE
NATIDNAL SHON IX ST.LOUIS, 1k NDVEMBER DF 19Be.



ADVERTISE WITH THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY BULLETIN

DISPLAY RATES:

Full Page B"x5" $ 25
Full Page one full year {6 issues) $100
Half Page 4"x5" $ 15

Half Page one full year (6 issues) $ 60

CLASSIFIED RATES:

Rate is 15¢ per word. Name must appear in
ad. Ipftials and figures count as words.
Multifly words times 15¢ =

Mail checks and ads to 529 Burnside, E.Hartford, CT 06108
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY,

The Natienal Finch Ssciely

NATIONAL FINCH SHOW
1386

The National Finch Society National Finch Show will
be held in conjunction with the National Cage Bird
Show on November 13-16, 1986. The Show will be held
at the Adams-Mark Hotel in St. Louis, Missguri.
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NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY

NEW MEMBERS,
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ERHART, RAINER R.
BURPHEY, JEANNE C.

PREE, 0. K,

HOONETT, DONALO

HUOA, OEBORAH

BRONSON, NICHAEL N.
CLARK, BB

BECK, BLENNA 8.

B05TON COCKATIEL SOC.
HALL, OR. JOHN A, V.M.D.

8IRDS OF A FEATHER AVI 50C,

PELUSO, JOAN

CHARLOTTE NETROLINA C6S
BURNETY, OIXIE L.
GIANFERRARA, ROSE
KIRCHAIN, RANDY

GIBSON, PATRICIA
WOODFORD, EDITH
KOPECKY, NORMAN
CROSNER, MARILEE
RAHONEY, DONALD F.
BALES, CAROL

OVERLAND, KATHEY E.
WALLACE, KATHLEEN
NOVICKAS, WILLIAM
KRADER, JOSEPH

NURNI, CARL

NURNI, PAUILINE

KOENIK, JOSEPH 0.

HALL, MARK R,

NC CLELLAND, SHARON
BIRD FANCIERS OF OLKAHONA
ROONE, B08EY G,
FREENAN, HARVEY

BILES, ANNA N,

LEE, LEONA

TEABLE, EDITH
RINNESOTA CAGE BIRD ASSOC.
SHIRLEY, RHDOA L.
VINES, JONI

HURST, ANN

WE WELCOME YOU! ! !

- KALAMAIDO, MI

- ROOCHESTER, NY

- HENDERSDN, NV

- ORLANOD, FL

- DRLANDO, FL

- KINNEAPOLIS, MN -
- W.SPRINGFIELD, NA
- PUESLD, CO

- CHESTNUT HILL, A
- LANCASTER, PA

- E.KINGSTON, NK

- YORKTOMN HBTS, NY
- CHARLOTTE, NC

- RUCKERSVILLE, VA
- BONITA SPRINGS, FL
- JACKSINVILLE, FL
- CHARLOTTE, NC

- CHAGRIN FALL, ON
- SI0UX FALLS, SO
- ORANGE, CA

- MENTIVILLE, ND

- WENTIVILLE, N0

- KINNEAPOLIS, AN
- RELSOURNE, FL

- BAKERSFIELD, [A
- YORBA LINOA, CA
- NAYLANE, MA

- NAYLANO, MA

- TUCSON, A7

- TUCSON, AT

- PITTSFIELD, NA

- SEMINOLE, OK

- FORT NORTH, TX

- TRUMBULL, CT

- NESA, AR

- RETAIRIE, LA

- SEAFORO, VA

- NINNEAPOLIS, MN
- OES NDINES, 10

- HUTCHINSON, K§

- ORLANOD, FL

MORE NFS NEW MEMBER LISTINGS NEXT RONTH' ! !

49002
14609
89013
33806
33806
33417
01089
BLO0!
02187
17601
03827
10598
8210
22940
N
nn
28210
o
37105
92667
63383
63383
55408
J2981
3308
92686
01778
01778
8712
832
01201
14868
85116
04511
3201
10004
2369
53417
30321
67301
12805
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Nancy Reed presenting Hal Kcontz with the winner’s check for first
place in the Great National Finch Pursuit Contest,

THE GREAT WATIONAL FINCH PURSULT CONTEST

Congratulations to THE WINNERS!!

Ist - Hal M. Koontz, CA....uuuee 331 points tatal

2nd and Jrd in wini-article contest..cvciiensnirocaiinannanas $27%
2nd - Dan T. Duzts, 5.C..vuiuins 346 points tatal

Ist in wini-article contest...ooiiivirociorcnnriaeccsannnans $200

3rd - Paul Faster
Brian McKintay, N.H......e 181 points total....oviiiinaiaanen. $50

4th - Terry Dunhaa, FL....... +e..30 points total {pursuit poll)
5 lbs. millet spray

While we are disappainted with only fpur entries in the GNFP Contest,
this is nat to discredit those who did contribute, There were articles
subaitted to the bulletin editar within the time frame of the contest, but
were not specifically offerred as official entries. In all fairness to the

rules and entrants, we felt we could not count these towards points or
awargs.

Briefly, answers tn the GNFP Contest questions;
1, April 1984 was first printing of the NFS Bulletin. 2, Bil] Parlee
was/is ist NFS President. 3. Sept. 1984 bulletin first presented NFS



(eOF2 BLaNAAFO. 4. FIFSC Usde CEOFR FINCR AUTATION WAS i@ FIEd.
5, John J. Meyer is NFS meaber 3100, 4. Three mutatlons of the Society
Finch are recagnized by NFS: SELF, PIED, and CRESTED. 7. 136 entries in
lst NFS National Show, B. The Combassou is alsa commonly known by the
*Indigo" and *Steel® Finch names. 9. Combassou is a meaber of the Nydah
family. 10. Coloration sexing is called "dimorphisa™. 1l. Changes of
coloration are called *nuptial and eclipse® plumage. 12, Juanita Nelain
judged Finches at the *A4 Bold Coast Show in FL. 13, Dr. Val Clear first
presented NFS to national audience. 14, Witholding water from a bird’s
diet will prove ¢atal east quickly.

0f most interest for an informative/human interest article are the
various responses to our "Pursuit Poll" contest--basically a survey.

1. What is your favorite species? Three out of four entrants said
Gouldian finches; one, the Java Rice Bird; and one entrant gave additiaonal
notations for the Masked Grasstinch and Dwl Finch,

2. The Bouldian also was high on choice of favorite autation: two
sentioned the White-Breasted Gould; one the Dilute-Bodied Gouldiani one
the Yellow Bouldian; and a second choice notation of the Fenguin lebra.

3. Finches/Softhills are not generally popular birds for pets, {nly
one entrant gave an answer for a pet’s nase: °Red”. 1 don’t know what the
bird 15!

4, The unanimous topic of most interest for future NFS articles was
unsurprisingly BREEDING!, followed by nutrition and genetics,

5. Entrants covered membership of B ponths to 2 years in NFS.

6. This question invited constructive criticism. Hal in [A, is
obviously interested in establishing local NFS judges in the West for
practicality. (At the Narch BOO Neeting, it was voted to send Bill Parlee
to CA. to admininster official NFS Judges Panel tests to aspiring
applicants in that area,] Paul Foster and Brian Mckinlay urged the
inclusion of Joves to classitications. {These birds are being added to the
"84 official NFS suggested classification listings.)

Dan Outzs proposed an excellent idea: "Enlist the support of variues
consultants for the various varieties. 1 would like to know to whoa !
could write concerning various varieties. Have a consultant for the Owls,
Gouldians, Rice Birds, Cordon Bleus, etc."

1 some sembers would offer personal help on specific species, it would
promote valuable interest and assistance. The purppse of NFS is to share
tnowledge--to HELP! ldeally we would like volunteers to author a
question/answer column on various species, At minimum, perhaps a listing
of persons and their preferred species that can be contacted. Meanwhile
note the authors of articles that pertain to your interests,

7. To list all the finches ino softbills} successfully bred by these
entrants would be almost like llsting the index of Bates and Busenbark’s
Finches and Softbills' Very impressive! ALl the Australian Finches were
sentioned with the exception of the Fire Tailed Finch; all the
Pectorallis and Parrot Finches along with the Violet Eared Waxbill and
Purple Brenadier, and a host of the more common Waxbills and Nannikins.

Moticeably missing are breeding of the South American Finches--an 11



area that should be given issediate/special attention by NFS mesbarship!

7. How many finches/softhills do you have at the mosent? Wow' Dan
Quzts: 505 Paul Foster and Brian McKinley: 1103 Terry Bunhas: 2005 Hal
Koonbz: S00!

10. Brand naee Vitasin? Avitron on two. PYN Yeast Mixture, Vionate,
and Nekton,

11, Vegies, greens, and fruits? Brand variety! Apples, oranges,
spinach, grated carrots, celery, lettuce, Swiss Chard, weed greens,
Johnson grass. Amything goes!

12, Brand names for seed? Kaytee, Kellogg Basic Mixtures, Petasine,
and Gardena Seed.

Owl Finches indaors, in a garage where the tesperature never goes helow
33-60 degrees. Hal Koontz in CA. provides no heat, but the roos connected
to the house does not get below 45 degrees. In Terry Dunhas’s Florida
unheated, unair-conditiened building, the lowest tesperature got to 30
degrees.

3. A guestion ne one likes to think about: how to “dispose" of a bird?
The overwhelsing 4] response surprised se. The same answer to the sage
question was given by the American Cockatiel Society sesbership.
Decapitation -- or more specifically, *pull its head ofi".

I gquote Hal Koontz’s response for alternatives: °1 can’t kill birds.
1f the bird is deformed, | let the parents refuse to feed it so it dies.
f the bird lives anyway and eats on its own, I give it to a couple whe
has agreed to take in all ay misfits, 1 have given them birds with 3 peq
leg (because the bird broke its leg, it whithered and fell off}, a young
bird that did not feather out properly and could not tly, and a bird with
tairly severe spraddie leg. 1 killed a deforsed bird about 5 years ago by
putting it in a bag and putting it to a car exhaust pipe. 1 telt awfu}
and have not killed any since. Basically | just let thes die on their
own. "

16.Buestions you would like to hear seshership response on,

"What type show cages are used?® (NFS now has three blue-prints for
various sized finches and softbills--see ad.) “How to breed
Gouldians?'--attention: more articles needed’

FEELEHEERS

Finally, we thank the four respondees for their tise, enthusiass,
interest, and experience to share with NF§ seabership. They all are
winners' Congratulations'

Report by Nancy A. Reed

[N



PRESIOENT'S NOTE: WE THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS THANK
NANCY REED FOR HER INTEREST IN AND CONTRIBUTION TO OUR SOCIETY. ACTIVE

AND SINCERE MEMBERS LIKE NANCY MAKE OUR SOCIETY WMAT IT IS, HER INVENTIVE
NATIGNAL FINCH PURSUIT CONTEST WAS A MELCOME AOOITION T OUR BULLETIN AND
A CHALLENGE T) THOSE WISHING TO ACCEPT IT, IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT RORE OF
OUR MEMBERS 010 NOT AVAIL THENSELVES OF THE OPPORTUNITY NANCY GAVE LS,
RGAIN THANKS MANCY, FOR THE IDEA AND GRACIDUS FUNDING OF THIS CONTEST,

BEST
WISHES

Nancy ¢cA. Rreed

109 STAGECOACH ROAD

WINDSOR, CONN, 06095

13
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NATIONAL FINCH SDCIETY
EAHIBITION FOINTE SCHEDULE

THE FOLLONINE IS AN EXPLANATION OF TME MATIONAL FikCH SOCLETY POINT:
SYSTEN. A5 YO CAM SEE, THE SYSTEN HAS DEEW TWANGED FADW THAT OF PREVIDUS
YEARS, THLS SYSTER WAS ALEVIATED THE PITFALLS OF THE OLI SYSTEN, MNE NORE
EVENLY DISTRIBUTES POINTS BASED ON TME SIZE OF ENTRIES. DU 10 THIS
CHANGE TN POINTAGE, THE TOTALS WEEDED FON CHANPIOMEHIF ECHBITOR AML
ETHIDLIOR EICELLENCE AMARDS WAVE ALSO CHANGED.

CHAM IONSHIFP EXHIB] TOR EXHIBITOR EXCELLENCE
40 POINTS IN ONE YEAR 200 ACCUMULATED FTS,

POINTS BCHEDULE

Rusber oi {inches
in 2 show Best Ind Jrd Atk Sth btk Ten @th Wth L0tk

by oy B 2 1 1 x 1 ¥ 1 =
-1 & 1 2 1 &+ 1 1 1 1 1
H4s 3 3 O?2 1 x o1 o1 1
859 4 4 o Y 1oy g o
Wy ] ¢ 3 & 3 2 1 2 o1 o
-1 » T4 5 8 Y 2 0 oo
-y [ N Y T T D - D
0% w Yy B 7T & 5 ¥ 3 1
-1 11 1w v 8 1 ¢ 5 ¥ 3 2
-19 12 1 w9 @ 7 & 1 o4
LRI LU K A AR T I D A T
Gver 160 14 13 12 11 10 Y B 7 &
™he nusber of paists te bt asarded for o wan, Ist through 10tk are listes
wnier the place. Follos the estry size line tor the susher of finches

thow it the perticuler show wver to the place shich you have mm. The

porats shown under that place are the points you have racieved for that
e,

Remvzer, reqardiess of the site of the entry, 1 the thow 1 a0t heing
JEg by o WS Famne. Judge, Lhere mill be mo puamts swerded. The clut
Invg ved does apt necessarily have to be am affzliate of OFS, hut the
Jubge mast be 4 pinel julige fOr points Lo coust. Plagues and Rosattes
Irom she Mational Fincw Society are only eserded at WFS af f1l)atec shows.



BREEDER OF |
AUSTRALIAN FINCHES
PARAKEETS
AND
COCKATIELS

Parlee

PANEL JUDGE

N

The National Finch Sociely

CAST HARTFORD, CT. 06108
203-528- 1458

15"



DECOTEAU'S

. e, |
Oak Leal Aviaries Ly
GCraton Street
- SRy

Nunsiable, Mass. 01827
{617) 649.61m1

COCKATOOS ~ AMAZONS - MACAWS
COCKATIELS - LOVEBIRDS

Members
AFA - ASA - ACS - ALS - NHAS - BSA

Author Of
Handbook of Amazons
Handbook of Cockatoos
Handbook of Macaws
Exhibitlon of Birds

AL DECOTEAU

FINCHES - SEEDEATERS - SOFBILLS
MEMBER AND PANEL JUDGE OF

w W

| ! (\ L h‘:;;

The Natismal Finch Society

\b



NFS BOARD MEETING, MARCH 2, 19B8&4.

The meeting was called to order at 4:45 p.a. by President Parles. The
aeeting was held at the hoee of Second Vice Fresident Nancy Reed. Along
with Bill and Nancy, Kelly Dahill, Jerry D’Agata, Pam and Bob Liddy, Fuss
fraitage Jdr., #1 Decoteau, Chris Voronavitch, and Tany Pattersen were
present. NFS aeaber Dr, Bob Travnicek fros Mebraska was a quest at this
aeeting.

The minutes of the December Board meeting and Treasurer’s report were
accepted as published.

Before cosnittee reparts were given, Bill Parlee asked for Dr. Travnicek
to address the Board in regard to his letter to the Board, excerpts of
which were printed in the Jan/Feh B4 Bulletin of the NFS. Baob suqgested
to the Beard that organization of softhill aviculturists in this country
is incomplete. He felt that NFS was the perfect avenue to be used by
these enthusiasts and that the NFS should welcose thea to our faold. He
stressed three azjor points: 1, Inclusion of softbill hreeders in our
organization would prevent further fragmentation of cur efforts
aviculturally. 2, MWith the increasing availability of live foods and with
the inevitable import restraints to cane that aore bird people are
becoming interested in the softbill area of aviculture. 3. By changing
our name to The National Finch and Softbiil Saciety, we would let it be
known that we are truly interested in the softbilled birds as well as the
seedeaters,

Bob also pointed out that the zeelogical associations sake no effart to
attract the gverage aviculturist to softbill keeping, PBob also felt that
these arqanizations did not actively dissesinate breeding inforsation ar
aake strong efforts to sell their surplus birds,

B lengthy discussion ensued, Before leaving the discussion, Bill pointed
nut to the Board that Article 4 of our By-Laws stated that softbills have
always been a part of our original purpose of the orqanization. He also
stated that the softbill people aust eabrace us as well by writing
educational articles for the bulletin that would attract mare interest in
the softbill area. Bill pointed cut that since the death of Phil Shaw aur
Sofbill Editor, no one has come forth to fill this positian,

The Buard thanked Bob for his comments and interest in the future of the
Saciety,



COMMITTEE REPORTS

1783 SHOW POINTS REPORT. Show Comsitte Chairman, Tony Patterson’s report
report was read by Bill Parlee. The report stated that there were 3
mesbers qualifying for the Chaspionship Exhibitor Award.

They arer Robert Traveicek with 33 points, Bab and Tina Hemenway with 26
points, and Dick Muench also with 26 points, It was stated that the
awards were heing made up and would be presented at the National Cage Bird
Show in S, Louis in November,

the final standings for 1985 on the Exhibitors Excellence Award were then
presented. Tany pointed out that we have no winmers to report {200
paints}, but that the leaderc after the 1985 show season are: Steve

Hoppin of Florida with 40 points, Ken Akey of Mew Haspshire with 38 paints
and Bob Travnicek of Nebraska with 33 points,

PUBLISHING COMMITTEE; No repaort.

RESEARCH AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE: Al Decoteau reported that we now have
NFS Standards to be vated upom for the Gouldian and Cordom Bleu Finches,
Al reported that Val Clear had sert back the Gouldian Standards that he
had researched for the NFS. Bill Parlee presented the Cordon bleu
Standard for consideration, A} stated that both Val and Bill wished to
thank all those who caontributed their ideas to the formulation of these
Standards. Al further remarked that Bill Farlee who was heading the
effort to procure a Standard for the Green Singer, had not as yet
coapleted their work.

n the Lady Gowldian Standard, Val suggested that we adopt the Australian
and British Saciety Standards. He acked the Foard to consider the
following guestions:

L. If extra consideration should be given tor pairs? The Boards decision
was that pairs would be considered as for all other pairs in the Pair
Section er Division.

2. Should there be a class for immature plumage? The Board voted that
isnatures would be entered as for all ather finches, in the young classes.

3. Should we stress new eutations? The Board had a lergthy discussion on
this ratter. The final decision was to irclude only the mutations given
by Val and to add a class for all nther sutations, The Board felt that as
furtter sutations were selidly established and described by breeders, that
those mutations could be added to the Standard by veote at a later date,

4. Would it be useful to have a model? Yes, and the Board will work on
this matter,



5. Should we assign points? If so, recomsend a pattern. The Board feit
in keeping with all of our other Standards that peints should be assigned.

Bill Parlee pointed out to the Board that peints assigned for any fineh
are used by the judge as a guideline only, and that NFS judges judge by
the comparison sethad.

The Board wishes to extend its deepest gratitude to Dr, Clear for his hard
work and expeditious handling of the Lady Gouldian Standard.

JUDGE’S PANEL REPORT.

il Oecoteay reported that there are now 17 meabers irvolved in the
Apprentice Program. At this point in time he does not feel that many of
the apprentices will cosplete the program during the L1986 show season,
He also reported that only § of our 13 judges had paid the 17B4 Judge’s
fees,

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:

B3ill Parlee stated that the NF5 sesbership xas up to 336 ac of this
geeting, He also remarked that we had lost only 17 neabers by non-renewal
since the estahlisheent of NFS.

LEG BAND REPORT:

Russ Armitage, band secretary, regorted that 4,900 hands had been

ordered, 0Of this amount 3,720 had already been sold. This is twice the
amount for the sase tiee last year. Russ stated that the band program was
progressing well and that additional bands will be ordered. Russ also
stated that ordered bands would not be mailed to any member who was late
on his sesbership renemal,

ELECTION COMMITTEE; 1nactive.
BY-LAW COMMITTEE: inactive.
AFA WINTER MEETING:

The AFA winter seeting was held in Pheonix, Arizona on Feb. 14-16, 1988,
William Parlee and Mancy Reed regresented the NF5 at the meeting. The
aost notable item from the aeeting involving finches was the Siskin Brant
Program that is being considered by AFA. Tom Marshall, head of the Grants
Program asked NFS President Bill Parlee to becose involved in the criteria
establishsent for the Siskin grants. Bill stated that more information
will be forthcoming on this matter,
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During the meeting, AFA had scheduled tours ta local aviaries
{Pheonix/Tuscon), Nancy and Bill visited several of these aviaries. They
saw many finches, however larger parrotlike birds seem predoainant in sost
of the aviaries and zoos visited,

OLD BUSINESS

A sotion was made to re-write the Gouldian Standard so that it would not
be copled directly from the British Standard. Included in the aotion:
adding a point systen that would stress the tail condition, Motign
carried,

Ehow cages were discussed by Russ Araitage. We have blue prints for three
- glze boxes. Russ asked for clarification as to how we should label the
boxes. He suggested that the present wording seeped confusing. A aotion
was aade to label the cages #1, 42, and #3, and to suggest appropriate
sizes for particular birds. It should be pointed out the there is no
requirement as to which birds have to qo in which boxes, as long as it is
within reasen, For instance, although the #1 box is intended for wachills
it will also house Zebras and Societies; whereas use of this bor for a
Java Rice bird would be inappropriate, and use of the #2 box for waxbills
would be inappropriate as well.

Bob Travnicek asked that we consider a #4 box for Sofbills, sighting that
the present 43 box was not appropriate for all Softhills. This #4 box
would be longer and of less depth than the #3 box. The suggestion was
taken under advisesent.

Bill and Russ were to complete an instruction sheet for the blueprints.
Bill pointed out that the #1 box may have as many as 32 bars on the front
and as little as 23, The #2 bax aay have as many as 26 or as little as
21, The wire fronts eay be chrome or black and the outer box should be
painted black, gray or white. Insides say be powder blue or white. Any
other calor scheae is unacceptable and would be considered cage aarking.
It should be pointed out however, that cages or bores already in existence
8ay not confora to these requiresents, but are still acceptable. We offer
the color guidance to save you from repainting at a later date when the
requireasnts go into effect.

THE GREAT AMERICAN CAGE BIRD SHOW.

GABS will be the Mid-West regional show for NFS. The show will be held
Dctober 2-4th at the Rasada °Mare, in Des Plaines, I1linais. The Board
noainated three judges to judge this show. They were Conrad Meinert, Al
Decoteau, and Clarence Culwell. The Board voted by secret ballat. The
selection to judge the show was Al Decoteau.

Bill Parlee read the contract to be signed for GABS. & action carried to
sign the contract as read.



CALIFORN1A:

fis discussed at many previous Board Meetings, the subject of atfiliations
and judges in the California area was again brought up. At the last Board
seeting Bill Parlee was given persission to meet with Hal Koontz at the
AFA winter meeting to cose up with a forsula that would bring in
affiliations from the California area. One of the California concerns
reqarding affiliation was procuring judges for their shows, alt of whoa
are located the eastern U.5. with three judges in the Mid-West. The clubs
thought that this would be cost prohibitive, and that this situation could
not be resolved easily as it would take many years for apprentice judges
to cosplete the progras fros their California base.

Bill presented his plan to the Board, stating that if we wanted to expand
to the west coast that we would have to bend our requlations somewhat.
The following is the plan as worked out by Bill and Hal: Bill sighted
that we must saintain the integrity of our Judges Panel. Hal offered
create a show situation by gathering 100 finches ang softbills. The
interested California clubs would select the two most outstanding judges
in the California area to be tested by a present mesber of the Panel.
Bill suggested that the test should consist of the written test given all
apprentices as well as the standard overview of the applicants’ actual
judging of birds. Bill further stated that for this one time anly based
on this forsula, that NFS would accept a maxisus of two judges to the
Panel ascuming a passing grade on the test and recosmendation fros the
Panel Judge doing the overview was achieved. Lodging and half of the cost
of transportation would be born by the California clubs involved, The
other half of the air fare would be paid by NFS.

ffter soae discussion, a motion was made by Al Decoteau to accept the plan
worked out by Bill and Hal, The motion carried.

The Board then nominated three judges to do the testing. The Board
nosinated Xelly Dahill, Al Decoteau, and Bill Parlee. @ secret ballot was
coepleted with Bill Parlee being selected to work out the final details
with Hal Koontz and to do the testing.

Bill felt that this would be a boon to NFS, netting us sany new mesbers
and affiliated clubs in the far west.
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NEW BUSINESS

Al Decoteau reported on the meeting of the National Lage Bird Show. New
nfficers were elected and the Judges for the National Lage Bird Show were
selected. Bill Parlee, who had been nominated last vear at the National
was voted to judge the Finches at this year’s National in Novesber,

Of other interest during the NCBS Board aeeting were rules to prohibit a
Board sesber froa judging the National mere than once during his four year
tera on the Board. A Judge of the Natignal pay not enter any hirds in the
show. ALl NFS classifications were accepted as presented.

Bill Parlee asked the NFS Board to entertain fdeas for our prosotions
chairaan, Kelly Dahill, The Board discussed aany ideas, and listened to
the progress of the praducts division of ABS as reported by Bob Travnicek,
Of all the itess discussed, T-shirts seesed to be the most papular, Kelly
Was asked to look into this so that we can have thes available for the
1984 show season. Another popular idea was to commission Eric Peak to
paint original paintings of our NFS Standards. The Board asked tor
additional inforaation on this suggestion sighting great interest,

The last matter of business to be brought before the Board was a
discussion regarding a name thange for NFS to The National Finch and
Softbill Society, The discussion presented. eized feelings from aeshers of
the Board. Bill Parlee made a motion that we nat change our nage. He
turther asked that we include as a part of aur official bulletin,
stationary, and etc,, under NFS, the words: dedicated to Finches and
Softhills, Bill alsn felt we should do everything in our pawer to
encourage the interest of Softbill fanciers in the National Finch Society,
The motion carried,

Al Decoteau asked to read a note fros Val Clear. The letter suggested
that NFS consider placing additional tags on show cages of NFS shows that
would list the scientific nase and geographical origin of the bird being
shown. Since the hour was becosing late and no clear direction on this
matter was forthcosing, the matter was tabled for ilater discussion,

The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.a. These minutes are fros notes and
transcribed from tape recordings.

Respectfully subaitted, Christine Varonovitch, Recording Secretary,



SHOTS FROM THE AFA WINTER MEETING TOURS

&3

R breeding pair of Red Crested Touracos, taken during one of the AFA
tours at Rei¢ Park’s private aviaries, Tucson, Arizenia.

Assorted finches at the aviaries or Bernard Ruer’s in Pheonix, Ariz,







A lot’s being said about caged
bird nutrition. The truth is that
there are many opinions as to
what’s really needed.

Kaytee nutritional specialists
spent nearly five years searching
for the ideal premium formula,
We found that more nutrition was
needed in a top quality mix than
ordinarily available in seeds and
grains.

Added Nutritional Benefit

We developed a palatable, for-
tified Golden Granule concen-
trate packed full of extra
vitamins, minerals and amino
acids and added it to our special
blend of fresh grains, seeds and
other natural Ingredients,

A Better Approach .

Mast manufacturers agree that
additional fortification is needed
In a premium mix. The truth is
that they can't agree as to how it
should be added.

There’s More

Than A Grain Of

Truth In
Kaytee
Forti-Diet®

Some pene-
trate nature’s
protective seed
hull ‘barrier with a
fortified additive
which may reduce the
shelf-life and seed qual-
ity. Others merely coat the hulls
with fortification.. .which winds
up at the bottom of the cage.

Barrier = May Reduce
Shadi Ly and Quality.
Swewd Hull Conted With

Fortlearien — Winds
Lip At Batiom Of Caga.

Kaytee's palatable Golden
Granule concentrate is totally
consumable and doesn't reduce
the shelf-life and seed quality.
This means your birds are getting
the balanced diet and autrition
they need, while you're getting all
the value you want,

Attend the
Kaytes Graat
American Bird
Shnw in Chicago
October 24,
19861
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SHOW CAGE BLUEPRINT REQUEST FODRM

The National Finch Seclety 1s in the process of standardizing
Finch and Softbill Show Cages. Blusprinte for these cages
will be availabls after January 18t and the cage fronts will
be available through NFS. We have three (3) different sizes
avallable.

#| "The Waxbill®™ - approximately $ x 9 x 9
#2Z "The Zebra” - approximately $ x 9 x 114
& 3 *"The Softbill* - spproximately 10 x 17 x 15

The cost of each ast of plans is:

$3.00 for one sst of plans.
$5.00 for two sets of plans.
$7.00 for all three sets of plans.

Name

Address
City
State Zip Code

Site and quantity wanted:

/7 “The Waxbill" /7 "The Zebra® 7 "The Softhi:l®
- w 3

Send your crder to;
Nancy heed, 109 Stagecoach hiad, Wingscr., CT 0. 5,
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NFS EDUCATIONAL PUZZLEFOR YOUR ANUSEMENT AND AMAZEMENT

The Education Committee of MFS, under the control ot Nancy A. Reed,
Second Vice President, will present an educational puzzle, quiz, ar
other item of interest in each bulletin. This first offering is

coming to us from comaittee member Jerry D’Agata. Any member with
ideas for this coluen should write to Nancy at 109 Stage Coach Rd.,

Windsor, CT. 04095.

Directions for this month’s puzzle: Ffind the answers to the questi'un's
on the opposite page within this saze. The answers eay be horizontal,
verticle, or diagonal, or backwords. Bood luck!

GNIWXAWKBWAXBILLZH
VGCAGERNMSXVQXMWATFTP
WOODRSOPTBILLSPBOZX
AWWDITSTALARIOXTITFG
HLPOTASMRURSTCTILHO
WEAVERTYISIDVIOLEST
ITREPFINCHESTIETOCO
SHINSITATPSIRTATITLU
GLETPNMHICKSEYPQNC
RTLSICONCOCKOFTIREA
AHATCHUBITRISTIOTFAN
CREAESSIGKSNUNSTLRTE
KZSNGPERAOEJSCRIETD
LAMAOESDIXNPOHPSDT
EPFTGOULDIANIMEEDTR®E
SOLEEPEOKSEEDST FGF &
QTMRAPELIMGDFLNQO D

fnswers to this month’s puzzle can be found opposite the back inside
Ao taver. Ma cheating! ! !



ANSNER THESE DUESTIONS, ALL THE ANSNERS ARE IN THE NAZE AT THE LEFT.

NFS Standard show ____,

Somp nest boxes are made of thiss ____

This bird is native to Europe and North America: Bohemian
Of the genus "Molothrus". ___bird.

Bath the Baya and the Bishop are of this group.
Also native to India, Burwa, and Ceylon. Nut_____

A sinple method for treatment of egg binding is to apply wara gil
to this area, ___

8. The brightly culured Ertmson Collared is endemic to Mexira.

%. The ____/ ____ or Reficauda is one of Australia’s popular finches.

10. Java Hill or Rothchild’s refer to this fruit esting group,

1. Non-aviculturists use this word to encompass all species.

12, Hornbills are of the genus *Penelopides".

13, A fattening grain that should be included in minor asounts in the
diet of aost birds,

14. & large enclosure used to house many firds or your enticre bird
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collection.
13, The Black Headed ______ 15 from South America.
16, Kept mainly for the purpose of fostering babies. _______ i

17. A Waxhill from South Africa, and is a close rival of the Lady Guuld
in beauty. Viclet Waxbill.

18, This genus includes a large variety of finches, including Bulbuls,
Chloropsis, and Waxmwings etc. ___

19. The Damaraland ______ Finch is very rare in American aviculture,
but popular in Eurcpean coliections.

20. Bates and Busenbark's famous book: and Softbilled Birds.

21. Another nase for the Variable Seedeater or Lineated Finch is the
_____ Seedeater.

22. A term used for a male finch,

23, & ___ Colored Parrot Finch.

24, This lady is ong of the world’s most beautiful finches and is
from Australia, __

23. A small round black seed used mostly in canary diets,

24, Also known as "Lonchera Ferruginosa®,

27. The mainstay of a finch’s diet, ____

28, Either African or Australian, this little red bird is known as a
—__ Fineh.

2%. The most prominent feature of a Wydah.

0. ______ Plantain Eater,

31. The Erisson Winged or Aurora is a meaber of the __ family.

32, Another word for a bird’s beak: ____.

33, The _____ Toucan is guite rare in American aviculture.

34, Common tera for a female finch, ___.

33, It can be fertile or infertile, and can vary in color., ___,

35, ____ Crested Cuckoo "Clamator Jacohinus®,

37, ___ Finch is also known as the Barred ot Bicheno Finch.
38, Nightengale. 27



NFS Puzzle of the month, continued.

39. ) dried grasses are supplied, Weavers will weave a very

intricate ____

40, ___, also called gravel, is used in many diets.

A, The ________ or "Parus Caeruleus” of Europe is rarely kept in
captivity,

42, Kinglets and ______ fzl1 into the same catagory as warblers.

43. Some finches prefer a wooden nest __ .

44, Hunia is it’s nase but is comsonly called the _____ Finch,

43, The Crimson _____ Huasingbird is considered to be the sest beavt-
iful of all husaingbirds.

8. # ____ Toucan,

8. are smaller and more slender than Toucans.

49, Diamond ____ or "Geopelia Cuneata”.

49, The Puple _______ , #hile easy to care for, is too agoressive to be

kept with smaller birds.

The answers to all these guestions ran be found in Bates and

Yas, count me as a member of the

American Federation of Aviculture :
P.O. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, California 90278

THE WATC HBIRD 1S THE OF FICIAL BI MONTHLY PURIICATION OF THE AFA A NUN PROF IT ORGANIZATION

Please accep! my application for membership in the American Faderation of Aviculture.
Send me 6 issues (1 year) of the a.fa. WATCHB/RD magazine. and a membership card
which entitles me to all the rights and privileges of AFA membership.

Check membership category desired: NEW (G RENEWAL L
individuai$20rvear C Supporting $35/year O Sustaining $501year C
Commercisi $100/year, includes listing in WATCHBIRD [

FOREIGN MEMBERS: Add $8fyear in U.S. Funds. First class rates available on request.
My check isenclosed for the amount of $

Name — . [
Address _ _

City State Zip

Please atiow 60-90 days 10!

delivaty of your sl Issue Telephone { )

AREA



EGG-BINDING
SYMPTOMS AND TREATMENT

BY EARL R. GROSSMAN

1t is quite pessible that the most dreaded situation for the
breeder of birds i5s a condition known as egg-binding. Nhile most
breeders know of the condition's existence, the pet bird owner is
tsually wholly unaware of this nightmare until it is too late to assist
the afflicted bird. In fact, too many pet owners are unaware of the
sex of their birds,

The syaptoas of egg-binding are general malaise, puffiness of the
feathers and; usually, a pronounced swelling of the abdowinal regian.
Quite frequently because the unexpelled eqg is putting pressure on the
digestive as well as the genital tract, the vent area will have a
aessy, plastered dosn appearance.

Make no mistake, egg-binding is a life-threatening situation for
the bird because of the extreae physical stress to which the bird is
subjected, The first step to effective treateent is the application of
heat, 1f facilities exist, the bird should be placed in a hospital
caQe, without perches, at a teamperature of 85 degrees. In the home
situation, cavering three sides of the cage and placing it on a heating
pad at mediue heat or near a heat lamp will have the desired effect,
though internal teeperature of the cage should be closely aonitored,

In the initial stages of treataent, food should be limited to those
iteas with a lon fat content. In the sealler birds, straight canary
seed is probably the least fatty seed that the birds will actept. 1n
the larger hookbills, both sunflower and safflower seed should be
ayoided because of their high fat content.

At this point you aust decide whether to take the bird to
veterinarian with some expertise in the treatment of birds or take
" treatment into your own hands. Recently, success has heen reported for
a8 technique in which the contents of the egg is resoved by syringe,
thus collapsing the eggshell and making it easier for the bird to expel
the remnants herself. This operation should only be perforeed by an
expert because of the danger to the subject bird. A possible
complication of this procedure is the laceration of the oviduct as well
as internal organs by the eggshell fragaents.

A popular technique for treating this situation on your own is to
insert several drops of sineral oil into the vent in the hope of
providing sufficient Jubrication to allow the hen to expel the egq.
This is often followed by holding the bird’s vent over the escaping -
steaa fros a teapot so as to direct heat and aoisture to the ares. Be
careful that you are not so close to the steam as to burn the bird or
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yourself. On return to the cage, t' :
gnergy to expel the egg. Sose very gentle downward massage of the area
will also be of assistance. As a last resort, you may manvally attespt
to break the egy within the aviduct and hope that it may be expelled
without serious injury te the hird.

If there is evidence that success has been achieved, i.e. eggshell
frageents, deforsed egg, the diet should be imsediately changed to
provide a high energy regimen for the bird te aid it in building up
its bodily resources severely weakened by both the egg-binding and its
ensuing treatment. Very effective in this regard is the offering of
peanut butter in a separate dish, which eost birds seea to accept with
relish. Simple sugars, such as cern sugar of fructese, dissolved in
the drinking water »ill alse assist in the recovery.

A less commgn type of egg-binding eay alse occur in which the bird
does not respond te the more gentle attempts to attempt to assist her.
It is possible that the eqy has becoae ledged in the aviduct before the
stage at which the shell is secreted. Usually , if the bird survives
the first 489 to 72 hours of the egghound situation, it is this less
coenon type of ego-binding that has occurred. In this tircumstance,
the bird shoueld be provided with the same lowfat diet plus the addition
of cegar to the drinking water, OGiven time, anywhere from two weeks to
four months, the bird #ill often succeed in reabserbing the contents ot
the egg.

Be aware that the treatments suggested here, while often effective, can
never be guaranteed to be successful, There is always a significant
element of rizk when dealing with egg-binding.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Earl Grosssan is a friend ef the National Finch Society
and a mesber of NF5 a¢filiate, the New Hampshire Avicultural Saciety.
Earl’s articles are found frequently in avitultural journals. We thank
Ear] for this article on a eech overlooked subject.
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NEKTON®

FOR YOUR CAGE BIRDS
GOOD HEALTH AND
BEAUTIFUL PLUMMAGE

NEKTON-S is one of our many
products krled, tested and used
World widel

NEKTON-S has the Ideal balance
of vitamins, amino acids, froce
elements and minerais.

HEKTON-S . . . Easy-to-Use, eosily

=
b digested

2

OTHER FINE NEKTON PRODUCTS

HEKTON-TONICS
NEKTON-R Daveloped far birds
Intensifles Reds, In stress sluotions,
contalng vitamins . 1e. durlng shipping,
plus canthaxathing recaging & shows

NEKTON-GELB
3 | Brings cut yellows,
4 NEXTON-E . vitaming plus
Increases lerility apecarcntenol

' , NEKTON-BIO REKTON-REP
Promotes plummage Food supplemant for
growih repiiles

\ar

If Your Supplier Does not carry NEKTON. ..
CALL TODAY
NEKTON U.S.A.
1917 Tyrone Bivd, + St. Pelersburg, FL 33710
(813) 381-5800
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THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY

PANEL OF JUDGES

1984

CHARLES ANCHDR, 530 Lake Park Drive, Addison, 1L 40101
HARCD ARIDA, 104BO 5.¥. 42nd Wiami, FL 33173

DR. VAL CLEAR, 1001 ¥artin Drive, Andersen, IN 44012
CLARENCE CULMELL, 913 Lydick Lane, Ft.North, Tt &7114
GERALD D’AGATA, 109 Seymour St., Windsor, CT 04095
KELLY §. DAHILL, 109 Seymour Street, Windsor, CT 04095
DR, A.E.DECDTEAU, Groton Road, Dunstable, ¥A 01827
DAREN DECDTEAU, Sroton Road, Dunstable, MA 01827
JUANITA NCLAIN, 2410 ¥adrid Avenue, Safety Harbor, FL 33372
CDNRAD MEINERT, RR 3 Box 392, Narsaw, IN 44580

WILLIAN G. PARLEE, 329 Burnside Avenue, E, Hartford, L7 0a108

SEORGE WARREN, 2B Chedworth Crescent, Paulsgrove,
Portseouth, England POSE

PAUL WILLIANS, 703 Donegal Drive, Papillion, NE 4BO4&

3%

NFS BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM
name

address city st zip

Mail request to Russ Armitage, 345 Boston Rd. Middletown,
Ct, 06457

PLEASE CIRCLE THE CDP1ES NEEDED BULLETINS ARE %1.30 EACH
JUDRES HANDEDDK AND SHOW
CATALDGS ARE $2.00 EACH.

1984 APRIL 1984 JULY

1984 DCTDBER 1984 CATALDG 1985 JAN/FEB,
1983 NAR/APR, 1983 KAY/JUNE 1983 JULY/AUG.
1985 SEPT/OCT, 1983 WDV/DEC. 1984 JAN/FEE,
JUDBES HARBDDK 1985 CATALDG



, o RUSS A. ARMITAGE. UR.
ARMY 'S AVTARY 945 BOSTON ROAD
MIDOLETOWN, CT
(203) 246-5875

BAEEDER OF FINCHES MEMBER OF A.F.A., B
AND REDRUMP PARAKEETS C.AF.A., N.F.5., W.N.
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PREEDING THE MASKED BGRASSFINCH, by Hal Koontz

The Nasked Grassfinch has long been one of ay favorite species of
finches. It is a beautiful and striking bird. 1t has & brown body, a
yetlow beak and a biack mask over its eyes (from which it gets its
nase). The yellow beak in front of the black mask is very striking.
The Nasked Brassfinch is not a very popular finch. The only reason |
can think of for its lack of popularity is that eost breeders do not
know what a Nasked Grassfinch is or what it looks like, 1 believe that
if nore people were etposed to the species, Masked Grassfinches would
he much sore popular.

includes the Shafttail and the Parson Finch. 1t has the white rusp
like the Shafttail and Parson Finch, and a long tail with two feathers
which extend even longer. Cospared to the Shafttail, the Nasked
Brassfinch’s tail is not as lang and the twn longest tail feathers are
wide fegthers rather than thin,

The Masked Brassfinch is a very gentle, nice bird. 1t tends to be
sonewhat shy and always tries to hide its nest so it cannot be found.

1 have six pair of Masked Brassfinches set up for breeding. Each pair
is in a diféerent aviary. The aviaries are not heated in any way and
the Macked Grassfinches take teaperatures into the high twenties with
no probles. In the sumaer, they take temperatures of 110 degrees, also
with no problees.

My Nasked Grassfinches prefer to build their nests right on the ground
in tall Bermuda grass. [t is usually very difficult to find their
nests hecause it is camouflaged in the Bermuda grass. [ know a pair is
nesting when 1 go into the aviary and cannot find both birds. Unlike
nany species, Naked Grassfinches will not leave the nest when you enter
the aviary and will do their best not to disclose the location of the
next. To find a nest, I will carefully poke around in the Berauda
grass and the female will £y off of the nest when 1 an right on top of
her. 1 have not had a problem with Nasked Grassfinches abzndoning
their nest after my disturbance.

Soae of ay Masked Grassfinches nest in tumbleweeds and bushes. They
always build a new nest from scratch each time they lay a clutch of
eggs. Their nests are very good with z small entry way. They are one
of the better Australian finch nest builders. They usually lay 2
tlutch of 5 eggs. Fertility has been excellent and they do a fair job
of raising their babies. 1! have some pairs which raise their habies
well. I have a few pairs which consistently refuse to feed their
babies after they hatch thea out,



The Masked rassfinch spends a Tot of tise on the ground foraging for
seeds and other tidhits. They usually spend the night in a roosting
nest and will build a crude nest for this purpose when they are not
breeding. In a holding flight where there were o nests available, !
had some Masked Brasstinches take over a large seed tup as a roosting
site.

1 have bred approximately 50 Nasked Grassfinches in each of the last
two years. The secret to breeding the Masked firassfinch is providing
it a suitable nesting site and giving it privacy. Masked Brasstinches
like dense vegetation, especially on the ground. 1 have done much
hetter with my Masked Brassfinches in aviaries with dense vegetation
than in aviaries where a tusbleweed was the only nesting site. |
encourage you to look into this beautiful and detightfully shy hird.

‘EAVICUITURE

is CONSERVATION, too!

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE, INC,
P.Q.BOX 1568 * REDONDOBEACH,CA 50278




as agdopted by the National Finch Society
March 1986

The conditions of the Lady Bouldian is of paramount isportance, as this
bird noreally holds a qood appearance, and the degree of difficulty is
not great in keeping the hird in top condition. The Lady Gouldian must
be immaculate with no soiled of frayed feathers. There must be no pin
feathers. HMissing tees, nails, or damaged or missing feathers are show
faults and will count heavily in the point count.

CONFORNATION: _ 49 POINTS

tbraoken down as fallows)

HEAD_AND_BDDY: _20 POINTS. The head should be nicely rounded with eyes

set on the center line of the head. The body should be approximately 3
/2 inches, or 14 ¢ms, The body shape should be slightly

tapered to the tail. The Bouldians body must be substantial without
being overly robust, The Gouldian wust never be a thin smakey bird.
The line from the beak over the crown, nape, back, rump, and tail
should be smooth and complete with no hreaks.

The line from the lower mandible, over the chin, throat, chest,
abdoaen, vent, and to the tail should flow evenly and smoothly.

Faults in body conformation would include: drooped tails, pouted
loverly broad} chests, nipped necks (flow from head to back), and

cocked tatls,



e o e o 2 e

the body. The tips af the wings should seet evenly at the tail and
should not be drooped or crpssed.

TAIL:__15_POINTS. In conforsation, the tail is of the utmost
importance. Tail feathers should be of equal length and held evenly
The central pin tail feathers aust be elongated, separated, and running
parallel with each other. These pin tail feathers should be as long as
possible with other tail feathers being in proportion to the body.
should be guite cala on the perch and should not appear overly nervous,
The judge should be able to use a probe without overly disturbing the
bird.

BENERAL STANDARD FOR HENS, Hens will differ from cocks somewhat in

that the two central pin feathers of the tail will not be as long,

The hen will tend to be a little more robust than the cock which is
encouraged in the Standard,

The National Finch Saciety considers Conformation to be of the

utmost ieportance in the Finch Standards,

Coloration is always assigned 20 points as a quideline in judging,
However, for the Lady Gouldian, coloration takes on an added
inportance, and is assigned 30 points. The Bouldian is one of the most
beautiful of all finches and the evenness and intensity of caolor is of

a auch more dominant consideration,
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COLOR_SIANDRKD_~ BLAUK-HEAUED_ LULK.

e

.The forehead, crown, ear coverts, chin and throat should be deep black
with a slight glossy sheen. A line of sky-blue at the edge of this
black extends from the throat right around the back of the head. The
edges between the blue band and the black should be sharply defined.
On the throat, the line of tlue should be sharply difined fros the
chest coler but should extend and merge into the green of the side of
the neck and the aantle.

The wing caverts should be of dark grass-green with 2 slight
glossiness. The primaries should be dark gray, almost black, with a
lighter edging to the flight feathers.

The deep violet breast should extend from the sky-blue throat band te
a line running between the lesser wing coverts across the chest, This

line should be clear cut and have a reddish tinge. Below this lire amd

running over the abdomen and flanks, the celor should be deep
buttercup yellow gradually fading te white in the area of the vent.
The back should have a blue band which merges on the head with the
grass green of the mantle and back. This area should carry 3 gold
suffusion, more intensive on the mantle and approaching the rusp.
The rusp should be light sky #lue.

The undertail coverts should be clear white, while the upper tail
toverts will be light sky-blue, some white frosting of the feather
edges is acceptable,

The Tail will be black.

The Bill will be pear]l white with either a rose or yeliow tip.



The legs should be flesh colored and nails of hora coloration,

The eyes should be black with a thin flesh colored eye-ring.

Same as for Black Headeﬁ except the the forehesd crown and ear caverts
will be deep scarlet red, which should be evenly colored with no black
or orange flecking. Chin and throat deep black, with a black line
continuing aroung the head. This is fringed by a further line of sky-
blue, which extends and merges into the green of the side of the reck
and mentte, The red, black and sky-blue earkings should otherwise be
sharply and clearly defined.

CDLDR_STANDARD FDR DRANGE-HEADED CDCK, As for Red-Headed Cock, but red

replaced by either golden oriange or a deep buttercup yellow.

CDLOR _STANDARD FOR WHITE-BREASTED CDLE,

Rs for normal colored cocks but chest purple is replaced by clear
intense white with na flecking.

As for cocks except that chest purple will be auch paler, the aantle
and back lack the qold suffusion and the whole plusmage is duller and

lacks the glossiness of cocks,
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Since 1948
Petamine has
been the bira food

of champions.
Scientifically formulated,
nutritionally balanced and
university tested, Peta-
mine is @ mixture of natu-
ral seeds and includes att
the essentiat vitamins and
minerals to help you breed
better birds.

CHAMPIONS

Canaries, parakeets, birds produce more
finches, parrots, cockatigls  fertile hatchable eggs.

and love birds will be health- Petamine by
ier, stronger and more vig- Kellogg is
orous with a daily diet of available in
Petamine. 502, 21b,

Petaming promotes brit- 51b.,101b.
iant, cotorful plummage, and 25 Ib.
stimulates song and makes _ packages.
mouilting faster andeasier.  Call or write for the cealer
It will even help _ nearest you.

your adult

LN
Kellogginc.

Seeds & Supplies
322 £ast Rondla Street @ Miwaikee, Wisconsn 53201 @ 1414 276-0373



REGOVER

Good Seed
with
i Money Saving

SeedKleen

Quintrex® SeedKleen winnows
the seed for vou. Hulls. dirt. and
screenings go inlo a sweparate
drawer . . dust nle vacuum
Lises vour home ot shop vac for
power. Made of galvanized
steel for long life Low cosl
Saen pays lor itself.

Write for descriptive brochure.

OTHER QUALITY NRA PRODUCTS;

QUINTRER® NESTLING FOOD - 3 nun-med aird, arghh imilvied nutriong:
sapplemenr or vty Cuntans igredients 1n Flamer Dl Agqod Vo, and
SUCrormin, \ auabie 1 T rnemiulas

Foro: satral color enhgnrement,

A conlarns wnthent (grotenomd Does nnt artect naturat volur

€ cuntaim syathenc «arolenod Does dttect natural Lolor

B rur rasrmem wolys change. Conlarm eatra symthely prgnents
FLAMEN OIL: Enhance red lactor Doey SO enunge naturdl crser
FLAMEN RED: Change, naturyl tedther color 1o red.
AMBROSIA BASE: \atet mist bl natural Carotens pow e
AMBROSIA LLX: S atn ¢ bat weih siamin D3 added

EFFECTIVE MEDICATIONS

QUINTREX" MITEV-MITE FEET & LEG SALVE: Lse to freal srale Batldap Tdus
and mrle:
QUINTREX" BIRDIE DE-LICER: L e when ‘edtners are fough or lost e tod

heatl or nech
WRITE TODAY FOR OLR FREL CATALOG *Traoemnrh )

Nutritional

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES INC

Manulacluren since 193 — Sox 354 Dept. § South Whitley, indlans 46787
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The National Finch Socnety

NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY AFFILIATED CLUBS

THE ASTORIA BIRD CLUB - Delegate: Alex Brivas
Show date: MNgveaber 1, 1986, Panel Judge: Kelly Dahill.

THE BALTINDRE BIRD FANCIERS - Delegate: Brenda Geesey
B1RDS DF A FEATHER AVICULTURAL SDCIETY - Delegate: Larry Brandt

THE BDSTDN CDCKATIEL SDCIETY - Delegate: Linda Rubin
Show date: Dcteber 11, 1984, Panel Judge: Jerry D'Agata.

THE BISTON SOCIETY FDR AVICULTURE - Delegate: Roger D’Cannell
THE CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA CAGE BIRD SDCIETY - Delegate: William Lusley
THE CHARLOTTE NETROLINER CAGE BIRD SDCIETY - Delgate: Patricia Gibson

THE GREATER CHICAGD CABE BIRD CLUB - Delegate: Charles Anchor
Show date: in conjunction with GABS, Dct. 1-2. 19B4.

THE CLEVELAND CANARY AND CAGE BIRD SDLCIETY - Delegate: Louis Di Santo

THE CDNNECTICUT ASSDC. FDR AVICULTURE - Delegate: Jderry D'fAgata
Show date: Dctober 26, 1986, Panel Judge: Conrad Neinert,

THE GEDRA1A CAGE BIRD SDCIETY - Delegate: Cecil Gunby
THE GDLG CDAST EXDTIC CAGE BIRD CLUB - Delegate: Karl Kline

THE GREAT ANERICAN CAGE BIRD SHOW - NFS REGIONAL SROM.
Show date: Dctober 2-3, 1984, Panel Judge: A.E. Decoteau.

THE BULF CDAST BIRD CLUB - Delegate: Richard Muench
THE BREATER YANSAS CLTY AVICULTURAL SDCIETY - Delegate: Andrea Shaw

THE BULF SDUTH CAGE BIRD CLUB - Delegate: Evon Kruse



THE MARYLAND CAGE BIRD ASSDCIATION - Delegate: Dallas Johnson

THE MASSACHUSSETS CAGE BIRD ASSOCIATION - Delegate: Shirley Eaton
Show date: October 1B, 1984, Panel Judge: William Parlee,

THE GREATER MIAMI AVICULTURAL SOCIETY - Delegate: Hector Ugalde
THE MID-WEST CANARY AND CAGE BIRD SOCIETY - Delegate: Mary Kaszyca

MINNESDTA CAGE BIRD SOCIETY - Delegate: Michael Bronson.
Show date: Dct. II, 1984 - Panel Judge: Williaa Parlee,

THE NATIDNAL CAGE BIRD SHOW - NFS NATIONAL SHOM.
Show date: Noveaber 14-1&, 984 - Panel Judge: Willian Parlee.

THE NEW HANPSHIRE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY - Delegate: Kemneth Akey
Show date: October 11, 19B&, Panel Judge: A.E. Decoteau.

THE GREATER OMAHA CAGE BIRD CLUB - Delegate: MWayne Eichelberger
BIRD FANCIERS OF DXLAHDMA - Delegate: Carol Bardner

THE DKLAHDMA CAGE BIRD SOCIETY - Delegate: Gene Miller

THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOCIETY OF AVICULTURE - Delegate: Martha Migmore
SUNSHINE STATE CABE BIRD SOCIETY - Delegate: Ann Hurst

THE WESTERN NEW ENGLAND CAGE BIRD SOCIETY - De[egate: Charles Biaguinta
Show date: Noveaber B, 19B§ - Panel Judge: Milliam Parlee.

THE WISCONSIN CAGE BIRD CLUB - Delgate: Mary Iuidems

WATCH NFS GROW IN 1986

ATTENTION ALL CLUB DELEGATES:

PLEASE SEND YDUR CLUB’S GHON DATE, LOCATION AND THE NAME OF THE PANEL
JUBSE YOU HAVE SELECTED TO JUDSE THE SHON SO THAT THIS INFORNATION CAN
BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT BULLETIN, MAIL THIS INFD TO EDITDR, NATIDNAL
FINCH SOCIETY, 529 BURNSIDE AVE. E. HARTFORD, CT 06108-3592.
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THE NATIONAL FINCH SHOW 1984

The National Finch Society, Mational Show for 1985 will be held in
canjunction with the Mational Cage Bird Show. This years’ show will be
held at the Adass Nark Wotel in St. Louis, Nissourt on Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday, Moveaber 13-17, 19Bb.

Finch registration will be Thursday evening and Friday aarning before the
start of judging. The exact cut-off tiae will be announced at a later
date.

This years’ Watiana] Finch Show promises to be the largest and best yet.
The new NFS classification system will be in effect for this chon. NFS is
loaking for a participation that will exceed the largest entry of finches
far the National Cage Bird Shaw, The largest entry to date is 182 in
1985, 1t would seea that with seabership suppart the NFS can expect at
least 300 finches for this years' shaw,

There will be sany incentives for those aeabers enteripg their birds this
year. The Kellogg award of course, will be awarded to the Best Flnch in
Shaw. The NFS Kaytee Award will be awarded the Best Breed and Banded by
the exhibitor entry, These awards are in addition ta all the noraal
Divisional, Sectional and Class trophies and rosettes noraally awarded by
the Natianal Cage Bird Show,

The Watiomal Finch Society will be Awarding a plaque for the Best in each
Section. The NFS Divianal awards will include a plaque far Ist, 2nd, and
3rd Best in Bivision along with the ten best Rosettes.

This year as a special treat to Saciety fanciers, the Natianal Finch
Society will be awarding a first and second Best Society medal. These two
aedals were obtained thaugh Dr. Val Clear, and are donations to our
national show by the National Bangalese Society of Breat Britain. We of
the National Finch Society consider it a great hanor to recieve these
aedals. They are sure to be a treasured holding of the winners.

This year’s judge for the Finch Division is NFS President and Panel Judge
Nilliam Par]ee, Bill brings with hia his years of experience in judging -
finches and safthills, His style of judging is sure to be educational to
all thase viewing the judging.

Fe encourage all NFS aeabers to attend the "Mational®, as it is more than
a show it is an education. You will aeet with other serious finch
breeders and exhibitors and will be able to share your knowledge. Of
course you will be able to see old friends and new ones. There will be a
Wational Finch Society booth set up during the entire show. The KFS
Natianal Annual seeting will be held Friday evening at the hote]. We hape
ta seet and greet all our NFS member at *your show of shows®, the National
Cage bird Show, St. Louis, 1984,



ATTENTION PANEL JUDGES

Please make the following changes to your JUDGES HAMDBDDK. Effactive as
of Janyary 1984, all NF§ exhibitions will have “young banded® and “old"
classifications for each class. All judges approved by NFS must fook for
the BLUE 1984 leg band, ALl other birds must be entered in the "old"
classes,

PDLICY CHANGE: Effective as of January 1985, all apprentices sust select
their shows in which to apprentice by Rugust Ist. Each selection sust be
sent to the NFS Judge's Panel Chairsan.

ALl selectiong will be sent to the NFS Judges involvedi each judge in turn
sust secure peramission from each shox cossittee involved. ALl assignaents
sust be in place by Septesber )5th of each year.

Each Judge sust send a written report to the Chairsan of the Judge’s Panel
on each apprentice whoa he eviluates.

CLASSIFICATIDN CHANGES FDR 1984: Please make the following changes.

Div, 2, Brassfinches; delete class 13 - Heck’s, Div. 3, Indo-Pacific:

add under Finches of India: 29 - White Hopded Nuns, 30 - Black Hooded
Nuns, 31 - Tricolor Nuns, 32 - ADV. Div. b, Finches of Africa, Mannikins:
delete the above Nuns. Div, 7, Finches of the Americas, other
So.Asericans: add Crimson Pileated.

Div. 9, All Softbilled Birds: add a mew Section - Doves, Quail and Rails,
to read as follows: | - Diasond Doves, 2 - Green Wing Daves, 3 -
Rustralian Crested Doves, 4 - lebra Doves, 5 - Necklaced Doves, & -
Ringneck Doves, 7 - White Doves, B - Button Quail, ¥ - Rails, 10 - ADV,

A cosplete 1ist of all classifications for 1986 will be publiished in the
March/dpril issue of the National Finch Society Bulletin.

The National Finch Society
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NFS Puzzle anawers.
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1. cage. 2. wond. 3.
7. vent. B. Tanager. %,
Tarictic. 3. oats, 14, aviaries.

Finches. 17. Eared. !B. softbills.
20, Hick's, 22, cock. 23, . Tri, M.
Nun. 27. seed. 28. Fire. 29. tail. 30, Violet. 3Jl.

Waxwing. 4.

Cow. 5. MNeaver. 4. hatch.

Star Finch. 10. Mynah. !l. birds. 12,

15, Giskin. 18, Society

19, Alario. 20. Finches.
Gouldian, 25. rape. 26.

Waxhill.

32. bill. 33. Ariel. 34, hen. 35, eqq. 36 Pied. 37. Dwl.

38, Pekin. 39, grit. 40. nest.

41, Titmouse. 42, Vireos. 13,

bos. 44, Spice. 45. Topaz. 44, Toro. 47. Toucanettes. 48.

Bove. #9. Brackle.

We hope you enjoyed the challenge, Send ideas and comments te NFS.



American Federation of Aviculture
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- August 6-10, 1986

THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY WILL HOLD A NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT
THE AFA CONVENTIDN, THURSDAY, EVENING AT 8 PN. AT THE MOTEL, KFS NILL
ALSD MAN & BOOTH FOR THE DURATION OF THE CONVENTION. SEE YOU THERE! !
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